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CHAPTER VI 

The body of Engliiii wanderers that the 
Alpine attractions c^ Switzerland had collected 
tlumg the summer, and who roamed with rest- 
less curiosity from Ccnstance to Chammounix, in 
dread of passing the barrier of the Sira^don, till 
the heats of an Italian simimer should have sub*- 
sided, began to pour in living torrents from the 
Alps down upon Milan. The Gauls and Goths 
of ancient times did not make the descent more 
eagerly, nor could have been more struck with 
the rich and to them hitherto unrivalled beauties 
oi Ausonia. The great route of the Simplon 
was thronged with our countrymen ; — the grand 
Hilord rolled along in his easy and elegant 
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2 XL POLITICO. 

chariot, a strange contrast with the rascally 
steeds, some seven or eight of them, and as 
rascally postillions, and the hempen harness 
put together i la Gordienney through the means 
of which the said chariot was borne. With eyes 
how expressive of countless gain, beheld by the 
doganieriy those frontier troops, those living 
land-marks of each petty European territory. 
Perchance an English dandy, with the most ob- 
stinate, imperturbable John Bullism of idea, 
came driving in his tilbiu-y over the Alps — ^what 
two words to find in juxta position — which with* 
out the slightest consciousness of the practical 
anachronism b^ drove into the court of the 
jiquila Nera at Sesto Calendse. Gentry of 
humbler pretensions came crawUng in crazy 
caleches at the rate of thirty miles a day, brought 
down hill at a trot by way of favour, and 
walked leisurely over even a rising ground at a 
pace to sicken a snail, which, however, the 
travellers preferred, they declared, to posting, 
that they might be enabled to see the countiy. 
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'For thi^ laudable purpose abo they so ammged, 
as to commence &eflr journey always two hours 
before day-break, to aegy I suppose, the effi^t of 
the Alps by twili^t. In imitation of the 
ioujoufa des perdrix of the Frendi proverb, 
the Lombards, at least all those who obsnred 
the population of roads and streeta, might have 
-exclaimed toujoura des Anglais. 

The Milan Gazette, in its copious bw^renneas 
of all news, does these stray viidtors the hmiour 
of announcement, with cnrthography so ingeni- 
ous as to defy any Briton to recogniee his own 
name. In the case, however, of lords and 
ladies it is more particular, and the arrival of 
X.ady Cateaton e la sua famiglia appeared in 
Milanese print upon one of |hese mornings, her 
ladyship being moreover announced as having 
taken up her residence at the palace of Duke 
Spino, whose Grace had found it convenient td 
let his very splendid second floor to her ladyw 
«hip. The arrival 6f the Englidi family was 
iKxm known, however, by more ^nspicuoiii 

B » 
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4 IL POUTICO. 

means than the type of a gazette, the Cateatcma* 
kndau making its appearance on the Corso in 
all the pride of paint and heraldry, its blac|( 
steeds and their splendid trappings throwing the 
old berUns and caleches of the Milanese into the 
ignominy they merited. Two footmen ieuid a 
chasseur with a short sword and a long feather 
weighed down the back of the landau. Ginger- 
bread was never finer nor more begilded at 
Greenwich than this chasseur, who looked more 
like a general officer than a domestic. It is^ 
indeed, the continental custom, not the least 
strange to English eyes, that the swcnrd, the 
plume and the moustache, *< the pride, pcnnp, 
circumstance," denied by Austrian laws, and in<^ 
deed by custom to private gentry, should be 
confined to the military and to meniy % the 
latt^ class ci personsbemg allotwed to gird their 
hips with a soldi^^s ^reapon, although their mas* 
ta?8 are fovbidden. . i. »•. 

* The 'MilMie» faesus tfanknged about Uadf 
Cat^atcm and her diMghf er^ the.pareiittfjiiig 
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n. poLrrico. 5* 

^b her ofikpruig in personal beauty, and eveii 
in "dvacitjT and playfulness of disposition. Her 
ladyship had been famed for loveliness and 
loving, and bore marks in the wreck of her 
noble features of both the endowment and the 
propensity. The one at least had now vanish- 
ed, and as the love of social eminence and dis- 
tinction remained, some other attraction was 
requisite for Lady Cateaton to possess, in order 
to make herself the centre of a wcU-bred- 
crowd. In England, alas ! this could no longer 
be — why ? — ^"tis not for me to decide. There- 
fore she tried emigration, and to ensure distinc- 
tion. Lady Cateaton professed at once the extreme 
liberal opinions of the day : no foreign lady dare 
a^cA^rsuch sentiments: — ^an Englishwoman alone 
could thus give her saion this decided colour ; 
and wherever she passed, the liberal mob of 
the better orders flocked to talk jisicobinism, and 
to amuse themselves with epigrams on priests 
and monarchs, under the auspices of her British 
kdjship. This they caQed philanthropy, an 
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6 11^ POLITICO* 

elegant and enliglitened view of human affairs, 
exemplified in such exalted wishes as 

Que le boyau da dernier pr^tre^ 
Senroit le cou du dernier r&i. 

Her ladyship^ thus, in political opinion, the 
counterpart of my Lord Tara, was howcTer, of 
a very different character. His lotdship was a 
democrat from stupid discontent — hor ladyship 
from an idea that it tofyped the ton in con- 
tinental circles. He was snncere, and (a charac* 
t^r that abounds in England^ and begins ta 
make its appearance on the ether side of the 
channel) a puritan in politicsi bating the re^ 
ligion. And the shades of their respective 
principles differed, as did the sources whence 
these were drawn, his Lordship having received 
his from the seldom unsealed t(»nes where the 
spirit of old freedom is confined, whilst Lady 
Cateaton gleaned hers where Madame de Stad 
imbibed her philosophy, in Iamp-%ht ccmversa.- 
tionft. 
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IL POLITICO, 7 

Lord Tara, as socm as, he heard of the arrival 
of Lady Cateaton at Milan, and of her pro- 
ceedings, felt that he was superseded, inasmuch 
as in sound infli^nce, a bachelor in inexpres^ 
sibles can never contend with petticoats and 
an establishment. Count Luigi even, had 
been decoyed to her Ladyship^s court at the 
Casa Spmo, and he made a point of Lord 
Tara's accompanybg him. Lord Taia ac- 
quiesced with a good grace, esperially as the 
young Cotint vowed that the young Ladies 
Cateaton were lovely, a£Pable, charming girls,* 
and in going on this plea there was no con- 
descension. It was amusing to witness the 
meeting between these male and female mis- 
sionaries of liberty and liberality. They both 
saw through one another, and were conscious of 
this — the grand reason, indeed, why English 
hate English abroad, because from under the 
eye of a compatriot we do so sprout out into 
importance and affectation, that coming agmn 
into contact with a countryman, we are under 
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8 IL POX.IXICO4 

the painful necessity of pulfing in^^caqoetSgi^it 
a variety of horns. Lord T«ra knew < peiv i 
fectly her ladyship^s Ixiadim career and cbarte^ 
iter. Lady Cateaton knew his lordabip'a poli^ 
tical success and value at home, and dua pr«vi«v 
ous acquaintance rendered the presence of either: 
a considerable damper upon the others aotiog.; 
they smiled and shook hands, however, and were 
delighted to meet, wishing each other as fisKras 
a wish can well extend. In theleok, howev<^, ' 
that they exchanged, there was a sort of taeit . 
pacti by which each abjured any attempt at 
undermining the other^s reputaticni, on condi^^ 
tion of enjoying similar immunity. AU this was. 
vastly entertiuning to one who really under- 
stood it, but it waa caviare to the ^mple Italians. 
To his still further defeat, Lord Tara beheld 
his political pupil, Count Luigi, attached to the 
coippany of the young ladies, Frances and Ara- 
bella, whose tongues, he justly feared, it were 
impossible to include in the tacit.treaty between 
him and their parent. The Count seemed' 
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IL POLITICO. 9 

ddl^ted^ imd no doubt was amazingly so, 
having never before enjoyed the fireedom of 
badinage with girls, lovely and unmarried, — ffir* 
tatkm with a maiden of good society being a 
thing quite interdicted in countries southward of 
us. Independent of this, the conversation be- 
tween the young Count and the newly arrived 
Englishwomen, must have been mutually de- 
lightful, each having all the information in the 
biographical and satirical way, (now so much 
prized) that the other wanted and desired. The 
Count knew all the amours and foibles of Lom- 
bard nobles and their ladies, — the young Catea- 
tons were not deficient in information respecting 
those kw compatriots that either were present, 
Yf&ce visiting, or had been at Milan. 

The sisters amiably relieved each other- 
one acted the satiridal, die other the amiable; 
so Ihat between the wit bf one, the good nature 
of -Sie other, and the beauty of both, the Count, 
as l^dJ as other young g^dlants, was in immi- 
n^^^ml. Tben they talked politics too, as 
B 3 
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10 IL POLITICO. 

well as their mother, not luiwisely indeed^ bend- 
ing their attention that way, since proficiency is 
certmnly acquirable in affairs of state ; whereas 
in the staple subjects of Italian conversation, 
such as the arts, music, and painting, northerns 
are very apt, in despite <rf study, to betray their 
Crothic origin, and after having put forth mighty 
ptetensibns to taste in this and other ways, they 
are apt by some one awkward blunder or unob- 
served mistake, to slide at once from the " pride 
of place," to which that country's and their own 
arrdgance had previously raised them. Besides 
the young ladies had studied, had gone through 
conversations on political economy, conversa- 
tions on chemistry, in short all the blue course 
prescribed by the amiable professoress and 
authoress of Russell-square. They had more- 
over been in Paris during the Cent Jours^ had 
actually seen Napoleon, had known many and 

been intimate with one or two of his Marshals 

how was poUtical knowledge to be acquired, if 
not from all these ways and facilities ? — In diort 
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IL POLITICO* 11 

!Ladj Frances and Lady Arabella were repub- 
licans as violent as Lord Tara ; and why the 
peer did not more seek and relish the society 
. of his noble countrywomen was an enigma that 
Luigi could by no means solve. 

Be the cause what it may, atid however slight- 
ing also the mutual opinions of Tara and th^ 
Cateatons might be of each other, the effect 
of both acquaintance upon Count Lui^ and the 
Marquis was the same. Austrian despotion 
and Austrian insolence was the continual theme * 
of both, and contempt, by implication, df Italians 
for bearing the transalpine yoke, smote the 
Count, as well as a great many of his young 
cotemporaries, and disposed them, more than the 
natural course of events would otherwise have 
done, to be discontented, and to conspire and 
resist upon any, the first opportunity. 

Nothing can be so deeply wounding to national 
pride as the contempt of foreigners, especially 
bel(Higing to a nation that must be respected. 
And it is generally of unhappy consequemses; 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



Id Ih POLITICO. 

for ^^ver a vevolution can hope for justice and 
success, it is wbenoppveasion is felt on aU classes 
equally, and afouses all to a general assertion of 
Aeir rights. But this gaUin^ contempt shewn 
by foreigners^ necessarMy to only a few, and 
these but the higher ranks of the people, senres 
to. separate thdur indignant feelings from those of 
the people, and to make them attempt enterprises 
by themselves, that in the present state of die 
world they can. never succeed in alone and un- 
assisted. 

It would be scandalous and unfair, to set 
^wn all the instructive dialogue that passed 
between the Count and his fair acquaintance. 
In the midst of it a being entered the saloon, 
attired in a roost extraordinary way, in a round 
hat and riding habit, like Clara in St Ronim^s 
Well, boot on foot, and whip in band, which she, 
{or it was a female, slapped against her robe 
most cavalierly as she saluted Lady Cateaton. 
Upon removing her round hat, which she did 
merely to show her hair, that was cropped 
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doie to the skull ; not a aurl, nor a vestige of 
onerenudiied. She ^ras a beautiful woman, 

** How very odd," said Lady Frances* 

** What a angular figure f " echoed her 
sister. ** Who is she, Lady Cateaton?^ to her 
mother. 

*' I really don^t know for the life of me," re- 
plied her ladyship. 

Count Luigi rose to address the figure, for I 
can caH it nothing else,- and remaining for a few 
minutes in conversation with it, returned to his 
seat near the young ladies of the mansion. 

*' Would you be so good, Count Lecco, as 
to inform us who that is?^^ asked Lady Cateaton 
of the young Italian. 

^ The Countes* so and so — your acquaint* 
ance of yesterday J** 

" No — ^it is not possible.'^ 

" Quite possible, and certain, I assure you.** 

^ What i the beautiful Countess, and in this 
attire ?" 
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" Merely to do yoH honour, to come to your 
assembly habiUeS touUa-faU dt TAn^m^e^ 

Lady Cateaton dropped upon a neighbouring 
seat, ready to die with lai^hter, in which she 
was joined by her daughters. 

" And her locks, her beautiful hair — ^has she 
really cut them in this manner, to be tout-a-- 
Jait it rjnglaise ?" 

'* Not a doubt thereof,'^ said Luigi, ^' the 
Countess thinks herself this mc»nent the para- 
gon of English mode. It is reaUy the mosi 
frightful specimen of Anglomania, that I have 
yet beheld," 

The Englishwomen themselves assented tc> 
this. 

" I thought at first," said Lady Frances, 
" that it was Count C. in female attire." 

" Or his groom,'^ added the other sister, ^ for 
I can never distingush them.*" 

The remarks were not lost upon Count Luigi 
Lecco, who perceived how much foreign fashioui- 
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ables are propitiated by the deference of imita- 
tion. Howeyer, he had not whdom enough 
then to extend his concluaon to a more import- 
ant sort of imitation, in Vflidot he himself wa» 
given latterly to indulgCi. 
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Whilst Bn^fa liberals were thus shaming; 
the Milanese into an octive enmit j to their Aus- 
triatt rtilefs^ the Cfnue of ireedom prosp^ied io 
the fiomh of the Peninsuk. Naples had freed 
itself frcm dei^Kitimn ; attid although the Allied 
Sovereigns hstd met to discuss the fitness of these 
events, nt Tr^paa firsts i^nd suhaequently at 
Lajbttd^ stiM one of those sona-eigns at least 
wa^.siv|cqK)sed.aiot ^to' he Asrene to a peopie> 
asstfmif tfaoir mx^ifad ligfats^i ;FiPQitt Spain th^. 
tordi 1 6£ I I^bcprty paSBsed/iaettNU . tAe Mediterra** 
ne^n, iMifl>i£<^e)himda:^4)f t|iB p^>Binlaj)r didaoii.' 
cow^yn% Iiloertti^iSekidU.tin[ehydf jold^dover ^nli:! 
andilddlef tfaifvLifeaidijiiAdditt^ijiDble ^at ileilst o 
k^ it jdM,4diid.c^«aBiaiMBQHl)edit£rom Btatpim ^ 
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rt POLITICO. 17 

state. The examples of Spain and Naples uk 
spired even the lukewarm with zeal and hopes 
of success— the townspeojJe longed for some- 
thing like commerce, the nobles ior some share, 
of civil and politioal Kfaerty ; whi)«t the Italian 
youth hoped to re-act those feats for the illustra- 
tion of their own country, which in the ranks of 
th^ French armies many of tham hadpefffonn^ 
for ik^^cary of Fuaace and Nafiolson. 

It was a natural, aiicl iti numy eates a brada* 
ble desire, but, alas ! it was eon&ed to toa small 
aportkmef'ItaIiaos,)ta^ve raUonal herpes of 
success. The peasant did not participate in the 
feeling, and could not participate indt, originated 
as it was in societies) whose fundamental princi- 
ple, sometimes concealed, but often avowed^ 
was a ooatempt^ for- that veligibn which was 
deep^t)oted in nine^tenths c^ the population* 
Amoegst the middling class, the princqde of 
liberty was widdy spread^ bat there was no 
bond o( union, religiotf hekng set aside ; and the 
priaeqple of honour not eKistingin the nation^ to^ 
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18 IL POLITICO. 

be used as a modve of dther honourable secrecy 
or honourable exertion. The matmals for doing 
any thing great were wanting in the spirit of 
the people, and oppression, however consi- 
derable, was not sufficiently grievous to arouse 
those latent ener^es and virtues that slumber 
in the general mass, unless called into exertion by 
one of those moral earthquakes that a^tate the 
national mind^ and reveal its depths. Themere 
peasantry were neither interested, nor had they 
any cause to be interested in the plans meditated 
by those who had Idsure for such meditations. 
He heard the foreign drum^ 'tis true, and saw 
the foreign soldier; but his father, and hia 
father's father, had seen the same before him — 
neither bis memory nor his tradition went back 
so far as to the Visccmtis^ and the Sforzas, — nor 
if it did, was there much pride in the reflection. 
He had seen the French, had felt their imposi--* 
tions and inscdenoe more grievous than those 
of the Austrians ; although the gallants of 
prance had rendered th^msdvea agreeable ta 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



IL foLinca. 19 

tjie wires and daughters of tfie hi^iar and 
nuddling ranks; from the opinions of which 
ranks our traveHers have uniTersallj concluded, 
tliat the Lombard poor regret the French domi- 
nion. 

The townspeople, a timid class, with the 
dread of the police erer before their eyes, cer- 
tainly wished confusion to Austria and her 
doganiers ; but the female part of their families 
had some time since re-taken the road to mass^ 
ihey themselves were turning their regards 
back to Ingotry, so that they could prore but 
bidf-jacobins at the best^ The great mass of the 
nobility and gentry, classes here sjmonymous,. 
were, however, sufficiently imbued with old re* 
tolutionary and new liberal ideas to make up, 
Uiey supposed, for lack of zeaF in the multitude r 
ufid in the true sprit of aristrocracy, while pro-- 
fessing themselves downright democrats, they 
presumed that the mass couM not but sympathize- 
ip the feelings that actuated themselves, and 
doubted not for a moment but that the passksk 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



90 ih iouTic0« 

for liberty, which wda engjsddered in A^frt^ 
lessness and leknire, had aUo Tsmted^ ^ baedm 
of the peasant, wb^ had mV an hour nor a 
thought to spend on ought flar<» his grains. 

The. gaUaiit and impetuous Pisa was the 
emissary despatched^ I belietee, by the soud^^n 
coostitutiooalists, to engage their northern bre^ 
thren to imitate their example. That hotJiended-^ 
soldier coul4 4e9^ nothing but timidi^ and' 
lukewarmnessJn.profes^dns and promises, un» 
accompanied by the fervour and gedticulations of < 
the south ; and he accordingly wrote to Naples, 
that nothing wai^, to be expected from the Lonin 
bards or Piedmontese : a few^ months werie suffix 
cient to disprove, his sagacity. 

The result of the Laybaeb putting together of 
crowned heads became manifest, and the troops- 
of Austrm were oqdeired' to advance from the 
Milanese upoA the new fed^ation of Nlipl^s. 
The absence of th^ Imperial forces in this expe^ 
dition was the time, if ever that time was to 
occur, for an insurrection against the Austiito 
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{)ower;ibut tUs, like tbe three first pages of a 
robame^i^at fdtuid sadfy difficiAt to begin. In 
Ibe French and EngJish rerolutions, those who 
had not arms took them, and be^it those irhose 
life had been i^nt in the exercise 5f their 
'ireapons .-^this is the sign of a revolution just 
and called for, when the oppressed actually 
rise, and the wronged right themselves with 
ease. But, in Italy, to hope that the agriculturist 
would leave his ploughdiiare, or the artizan the 
instndnents of his trade, f^ the musquet or the 
sword, in any cause, howe^r fine or sacred, 
argues a huge igni^^tri^e o!^ that classic Penin- 
sula. No*-*M^W' the only chance of effecting 
any thing in the way of K6i*olution, jb to entice 
thdsfe fegally ^ntruaied irkh 'iittnff to turn them 
ag^ma the ^^re^^^^^^^i^"^ Iloiiie, t^e only 
^«l?4^ i*^t*Mta^^ #Hli'th^IVset6tIhns, who^ i 
csuse^mf arteawPfebi^' due td thfemi, Wete V^' 
reaiytd^deiflanGNhiii^pteyiB^ tryikg btit liberiy*' 
aii4wiisdttt6oiii'' ■'^^-* '^ <^'=^'* • '"'' '^' ''' ' 
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had no native troops on whom to practice their 
revolutionary eloquence, all the Italians in the 
Imperial service being wisely disposed of in 
Hungarian quarters, to keep down the super- 
abundant i^irits of the Croats^ as the Croats 
kindly did by the Italians in Lombardy. The 
Austrian officers, at least those of the more re^ 
spectable corps, are liberal enough in idea, ex» 
tremely so in conversation, and pubUcly expressed 
opinions of this kind at Naples, (to the very great 
astonishment of the poor Neapolitans by the by) 
that might whisper something awful to the 
Emperor Francis, though his successor will be 
more likely to hear the same things spoken out. 
But this is nothing to the purpose ; they could 
not be expected to risk any thing for such 
beings as they esteemed Italian Marquis, And 
these feudal nobles, powerful as they were to 
make the vUlaine submit to the horrors of 
rice and meadow cultivation, could bring more 
of these retainers into the field. They could 
make them face the Tertian, but not an Aus- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IL POLITICO. 528 

tnan bayonet The townsfolks bad tbeir risotto 
at a fair price, and none of them could think of 
riskmg the peaceable enjojonent of good eating, 
the Corso, and the Marionettes, for such a dan- 
gerous divertissement^ as an attempted revolu- 
tion might prove. In short, there was no hope 
for the patriotic Lombards at home ; their re- 
gards and hc^s were in consequence all turned 
to Turin, where there was a national army, 
swollen by the vanity of the prince to a magni- 
tude greater than his two Duchies could bear or 
support, consequently ill managed, and accessi- 
ble to the friends of revolt. 

Such was the state of things, and of thoughts 
in minds similarly disposed as those were of the 
Lombard marquis and his son, when an event 
occurred at Turin, that set the inflamed 
blood of the young Count in a blaza He had 
of course much connection with Turin, and many 
friends among the young Piedmontese, especi- 
ally amongst the wild youth of the Univerrity, 
whose freaks and mode of life have found % 
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place in the meiiKnrs of the poet Alfim. The 
present age, however, was not one calculated for 
the amusement of idle freaks and gallantry, as 
diere de[»cted ; more serious considerations oc- 
cupied even the youth, I may say, of the 
present day, and in the Academia of Turin, the 
merits of Riego and Quiroga, Borelli and Poerio, 
were more discussed than either school rhetoric 
or gallantry. 

This very unacademkal taste manifested itself 
in a thousand petty ways, indicative of the 
hopes and projects upon which the thoughts of 
the youth were running. Some put on the old 
cisalpine cockade, others went iso far as to mount 
the bonnet rouge^ in the very pit, 'tis said, 
of the Opera House. The most insolent were 
arrested Their comrades grew outrageous, 
grouped together, tore up the stones of the 
streets for weapons, and demanded of the public 
functionaries, whcnn they could find, the release 
of their comrades. A military force was cndered 
against the frantic boys, who shut themselves 
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vpfln ikMt (Klikgft, l)iirrloiided die portak and 
Tip^iiTed toildimd'tliem agaiiitt the Boldkr^^ 
. The gtioA old king had strictly craunaDded 
the (foopt t«j tnat the nMe youth» of bis king* 
dom icith lenit|r ; bitf his Tindiedve spouse^ 'tb 
said, vmied ooiinter orders to the carabiniers^ 
wbo^ preEeoMg the commatid most congenia] to 
tjiem^ foDoed an &dry into the square of the 
college, allowed the grenadiers to disperse the 
yon^ by cluof^ of bayonet, and they tiiem- 
scive*^ espeetaBy the officers, disnumntii^, pur- 
saed the young fu^Uves through arcade and 
staircase, sabimng and mutiliiting them, I may 
say, in cold Uood. Seir^rfti y<mQg friends of 
Lu%i LeccD:were amongst the number of the 
wounded. As^ soon as the ti<fing8 reached the 
Count, his long gatberic^ spleen against des- 
potism could calm or ccmtain itself no longer ; 
he turned his horse'a head from Milan, and with- 
out eren taking leave of his pareaits, rode 
without a stop to Turin, to join his zeal and 
VOL. II. c 
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little else, to the conspiracy that was then hatch- 
ing. 

His youth, my readers might suppose, would 
prove an obstacle to his being admitted to 
councils, in which the weighty project of re- 
volutionizing a kingdom was debated ; but on 
the contrary, his want of a beard was his 
strongest recommendation. The plot was one 
of youth and of youth only — the united ages of 
all the conispirators would not complete more 
than the y^ars of one sage — ^from this may be 
judged all the wisdom that went to the enter- 
jmze. In oth^r coimtries, and even in Italy at 
any other period, rash and enterprizing asso- 
ciates might have been found amongst the aged, 
— but now all the grey-haired had the years of 
the revolution and its consequent wars in their 
memory, and a repetition of the thing was not 
to their taste. At any rate, age in southern 
dimes, is a far greater soberer of enthusiasm 
than it proves with us ; and the French acade-f 
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mician's remark on the decay of Beccaria's 
literary vigour, may be extended not only to 
pditical, but to every enthusiasm in that land, 
unconnected with the arts.* 

The heir of the house of Lecco was received 
with joy by the half dozen conspirators of Pied- 
mont, and his prudence and experience was 
called to their aid in deciding some necessary 
steps, as what form of government they should 
adopt, and similar questions. The Count S— — 
R said the English or Sicih'an constitution 

w£te as pretly a one as could be framed 
in a summer's day. But then the obstacle was, 
that no one knew anything about this constitu- 
tion, what it meant, or what were its established 
principles. The same admiration of our consti- 

* ** Revenu k Milan, Beccaria a fait peu de chose, et sa 
da n*a pas r^pondu k son d^but; pb^aom^oe commun 
parmi le gens de lettres dltalie, qui ont un premier feu 
bien vif, mais qui, a ving-cinc et trente ans, ae desabusent 
comme Salomon, et reconnoitsent que la science est 
vanity, sans avoir attendu d^^tre aussi savans que lui.** 
C 2 
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tution had been professed at Naples^ but a ami* 
\ax objection had over-ruled it, and the simpler 
plan of the Spanish was preferred in both cases 
as more intelligible, ample, and mihtary. 

The grand object was a constitution of some 
kind or other; and in sooth they were too 
happy, too dazzled by the contemplation of such 
a posability to descend to the detail of n^nute 
choice or arrangement. Another subject of consi- 
deration struck them, and it was truly the most 
genuine token of wisdom that they betrayed ; 
and. this was the rejection, that a revolution 
always wanted a head, most justly and conscien* 
tiously counting their own for nothii^. To ^s* 
cover this, they cast their eyes around for a 
conaderable time in vain. At length they 
thought they saw a proper one in General 
G. ; but the shrewd old warrior shook his 
head at their scheme, smiled, and for sole 
answer, told them to be good boys. They 
scorned the old general's, wholesome advice, 
however, and perceiving that no co-operatioD 
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1 

or support was to be had from maturity or 
age, tbey reserved on choosing a boy for a 
leader. 

Their choice in a revolutionary chief fell 
upon the presumptive heir to the crown, for 
such the Prince of Carignan may be called, 
whom, however, they might talk and persuade 
into liberality for the moment they were with 
him, could not but perceive, when left to himself, 
that he was periling his hopes and person, not 
for any good or glory, but against every interest 
that he possibly could have, present or to come. 
Charles Albert, however, was an easy, flexible 
youth, one who had not the courage to say nay 
to those furious friends of his, nor yet the mad- 
ness to hope for their success. Indeed the 
royal youth was sufficiently Uberal to have joined 
heartily in any rational scheme for the limitation 
of his own future authority. The patriots 
talked the boy into acquiescence, importuned 
promises from him, which he could not in un- 
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biaflsed moments think of keeping ; and when he 
naturally did not keep than, the conspirators 
threw all blame from off their shoulders upcm 
his. 
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CHAPTER VIII 



Whilst his acquaintance and friends were 
meditating these important points at Turin, 
Lord Tara remained at Milan in a state oi ex- 
ceeding fretfulness and anxiety, accused by the 
Marchioness of having precipitated her son into 
the commission of some rash step, and suffering 
ttmilar reproaches from the Marquis at times, 
whilst at others, the fickle noble indulged in 
icontemplating the ^rious prospect of successful 
rebellion. Still this was but talking on the part 
of the Marquis, and of some idle malcontents 
iimongsthis brother nobles. The Englidmian 
> was mistrust^ by the middling rank or body of 
^farbonari^ who refused to admit him or one of 
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his country into their secret, notwithstanding 
the self-introduction of the fair Ladies Cateaton 
<Hie midnight into their retired and gloomy con- 
ciliabule. On this occasion even the voice of^ 
gallantry was not heard — the imprudent youth, 
who had guided the fair candidate Carbonari, 
was nearly expelled at the moment — and all 
business was suspended until the intruders had 
retired. The disappointed Cateatons departed 
the next day to Genoa. 

Lord Tara was not mcHre successful; in de* 
qpite of the mission with which he was entrusted, 
the secrets of which he was possessed, and the 
love for Italy he displayed^ he could never 
penetrate in the secret political societies of 
Milan beyond a confidential ccmversaticm widi 
a few al his own rank. He was^ mistrusted as a 
foreigi^r by the body, and feeling it, he at last 
longed to remove his revolutionary abilities to 
anoth^ scale. l*he Count's flight urged Tara to 
follow his examjde, and return to Turin ; but he 
feared to make the demand of the Austriaffll 
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police. The Austrian police proved, however, 
obli^ng, and made the demand of him, request- 
ing him with a lenity unusual to it, to remove 
his person from the Lombard dominions with 
all celerity and silence. Thb welcome com- 
mand, his Lordship -obeyed at once, posting 
back to Turin without putting Austrian pa* 
tience to any trial by delay. 

Previous to his departure, however, L>ord 
Tara was anxious to see, and for the first time 
speak with Beatrice Leeco, whose charms had 
made all the impres^on upen his heart, that the 
pcditicaleiidsandaimsjon whiehit waaset, would 
permit. It was necessary fbr him also to take 
leave of the Marchese mid Mardbesa : the fbr« 
mer protested i^^ttnst the <S^)artore of the Eng- 
lish politician^ but ae soon ail Lord Tara pleaded 
the request ot the police, the noble could make 
no demur to such authority. The Marchioness, 
like a good mother, was busied in prepamig 
packages of necessaries and advice {at her fugi* 
tive son ; and the little space allowed her fbr this 
c 8 
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pr^Muratioii, together with the unusual distrac' 
lion of the m<»nent, procured for I^ord Tara 
the solitary interview with the fair Beatrice^ 
^r which he had so long been sighing. 

The beautiful young creature was »tting not 
pnm or starched, as a British Miss would have 
been, if left alone in the {»resence of a youth- 
ful admirer, for as .such the glances of Lord 
Tari^ might have long since bespdcen him, at 
least to the keen eyes of a girl. She seemed, 
though silent and sunk in her own thoughts, 
most unconscious of his {»*e8eDce, 9nd unre- 
strained by it, and was occupied more with 
thie delicate motion of a tiny greyhound of Ita- 
lian breed at her feet, than with considering 
whether she was alone with a companion, or 
even who he might be. Lord Tara regarded 
her for some time in silence, that he feared to 
break, similar to the dread one has of aitari^g 
into converse with a fioward or a spirited child. 
At length the Englishman ventured to ask the 
Si^noiina — 
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' ^< If she had no message to comnnmicate^ 
no letter to be delivered to heir Inrother ?^ 

The girl was amazed at findmg hersdf ad- 
dressed, but not in the least* fluttered l^tfae dr* 
cumstanee, however sttange : 

** A letter,^ said Beatrice, **I never wrote 
one. Andwhathavel tosay toLuigi? Mother 
will write aH.'' 

'^And have you no anxiely about Cbimt 
Luigi? Do you know when or up<»i what 
buamess he is absent?" 

..ic rj%^ Mar<^8e toU. me he was gone to 
Turin," said Beatrice^ " the reason I forget* 
I am bidden^ be anixious about BoAing.^ 
' ^^ And have you always obey^ tliat cmnmand 
strictly, Signora Beatrice? Have you never 
really bieen anxious on apy account ?^ 
• " Never," replied Beatrice, fixing her - large 
eyes upon the questionea*. 

*< Never for ball, party, play,>or opera ?" 
Beatrice shook her head, without removing 
ber enqmring gaze firom his Lordship. 
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*^ Nor Iwfe erer felt a peculiar interest in the 
fate of tmy on* acquaintance or friend— <if your 
own sex ?^ 

^ I never iaiew cme soaroely, except my mo*^ 
ther.'' 

^ And do you always intend to remain m this 
b^py state of carelessness for all the worid P"^ 

'^ Oh, no, when I am married, my mother tells 
me, I may have as many friends sal pkase/' 

" That will be a happy time." 

" It will in truth." 

^^ Provided ymi &id a lovu^, true affection^ 
ate husband to make you bappy." 

^^ Now St. Ambrose forind," said the damsel 
gaily. *' That I hear is the wori^ that can be^ 
fall me.'* 

Lord Tara, who wqs aastioudiy presring f<Nr- 
ward upon two legs of hk dudr towards the fair 
Beatrice, here fell bade in utter discomfiture^ 
and with an albmptness that startled the Sig* 
norina Lecca 

^^ What) you are amazed, my Lcxrd,'* said 
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she, << are EngUdi ladies in the hdint of thinks 
ing otherwise ?" 

^^ Son^what," said his Lcnrdship, << they 
albw th^ hearts to make ehoice of the person 
on whom their hands are to be bestowed." 

^^ And supp(«ng that they have no hearts," 
said the simple reasoning Italian girl, *< do their 
hands remam as you describe, mibestowed ? For 
in that ease, I am not surprised at the prodigious 
quantity of xHeUef (old maids) which I have 
heard you say infest your unhappy island.^* 

Lord Tara smiled at what he considered the 
pert wit of the ItaUan damsel. It wad nothing, 
however, Init nmveti. The disclosure of senti- 
ment, slight though it was, proved sufficient to 
nip every tender thou^t that was springing in 
the breast of his lordship, who was quite stoick 
enough to ce^ce at the almipt ccmdusion ; as 
thus a troublesome underplot of affection ceased 
to clog the progress of the grand political drama 
that he meditated. 

Had the Marchesa overiieard his lordship's 
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audacious attempt at convorsaticsi with her 
daughter, no doubt he would have had to endove 
ftom her the double reproach of attempting to 
seduce her daughter into the romance of love, 
as he had already betrayed her son into the 
romance of politics. The dialogue, iHiwever, 
could not have taken a course more agreeable 
to the Marchesa'^s rigorous ideas respecting 
the intercourse of unmarried beingB of bodi 
sexes. And with respect to lAiigi, her re- 
proaches were for the present spi»*ed to the 
parting EngUshmanv in hopes of' his future in- 
fluence being exert^ at Turin to preserve the 
Count from any of the morerash acts to wjiidi 
from character he was so pnme^ 

The parting interview between the Marquis 
and Lord Tarn was more* scaJemn^ and even 
sublime, to. such a ptch were dieir feelings of 
liberty and patriotism wrought by s^roaching 
events. The manes of every classic hero were 
invoked by them, and Brutus and Cassius never 
{dotted with more ardour, the Marquises timidity 
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being lost in the excitement of the hour. He 
placed in his lordship's hands the drafts of no 
less than half a dozen different constitutions for 
the inspection and choice of the Piedmontese re- 
volutionists, in ease they should prove squeamith 
in taste ; and promised that soon as their libe- 
rating army approached the walls of Milan, that 
he would come forth and second within the 
walls to the utmost of his influence, the adoption 
of an independait government in Lombajrdy, 
similar and united to them. 

It grieves me to be compelled to treat in a 
mingled vein of ndicule, these attempts to obtain 
rational liberty, on the part of the Italian noble 
at least, feeling oo sudi remcto-se in recording 
the conduct of the English political Quixote. 
Bat however honourable and justified may have 
been the principle, which actuated many to the 
attempt, viewed as a whole in .the effect, as 
louch as in the cause, by a- stranger, and eq)e- 
cially if the clmracter of the princnpal actcm, and 
their unfitness for their part be taken into the 
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consideration, it caimot £ul to strike him in a 
point of view more ludicrous than either hateful 
or demanding sympathy. The king of Pied- 
mont was an amiable good kind of man — so were 
the ccmspirators against him an amiable well 
meaning set of youths, that would have con- 
ducted a barrwg out at school with considerable 
spirit ; but in dragging them forward upon the 
stage of history, fate mistook very much 
their importance, and, sooth to si^, at the same 
time lessened her own. Nor can the ridicule 
thrown, or attempted to be thrown, upon such 
deeds and personage^ be deemed heartless, when 
we know that rash, crude, ill-conceived attempts 
of the kind, cause a nation to retrograde for 
centuries, perhaps in that very path of rational 
liberty, which was thus sought to be achieved at 
once. 

Lord Tara took leave of the Marchese, and 
with the solemn devotion of a Dedus, set forth 
through the Ven»lli gate of the city, towards 
Turin, Fain would he have gone round by 
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Pavia to have passed and contemplated the 
famed and now envied field of Marengo ; but 
the strictness of his passport, forbade the indul- 
gence of a sentimental visit to that scene of 
Austria'^s first ruin. 
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Soon after parsing Novara, Lord Tara beg{m 
to encounter groups of isiUtarj, and m^e 
fioldier^ hurrying towards the Austrian fron- 
tier, hf vain b]s Lordsbip^stopt and question^ 
iheak as to the cause, of tbeir flight: all tl^t 
they could inferm Um was the exist^ence of 
grmi pomore at Turin, and a fel^rf^l rumour it 
certainly must have been, tO: have fright^a^d 
away aiieh a sturdy band of annj$d men. 

\A«riwig at-IiFtea» be wa3 greeted wit^ the 
ckUghtM^wmdapf ^^ Viva U,Costituzion€^*^.4nd 
iipool qnestiwmg \b^ existing soldiery who 
shouted ^Erftb these glorious words, they sei^med 
as little able to give an account of their victory 
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as the fu^tives had been to give of their dis- 
comfiture. In such blessed ignorance were 
these living machines of war, that the army of 
the realm had divided into opposite parties, and 
were commencing a civil war, each under the 
influence of such officers as chance had set over 
them, and guided by them, just as these better 
order of swordsmen were guided by hazard. 
Both parties, however, promised themselves 
some variety, better pay, and a campaign of 
plunder ; bttt as for tfny ideas of either loyalty 
on the Okie htuid, or a love c^ Hberty on the o&er, 
they 'had' nbtie; iftbt-as yet at 'least, since the 
gener^h on Aihet Ad^b had ikofe s^t forth pfo- 
clainktioris', ffor ^lit herbk ^oi^ tbef^byinto 
the mouths of th^irMlowetfti ' 

Everjr^d^^ is- a#ftf^ of lb« feiding «v<entt 
of the Fie^o^tes^ refotetidil-*^f itB^&apfy at- 
tempts pr6ving kbortiV^ ih the^^fMlid; but iMic- 
cessfiil at Alexandria, fixMu'wh^adeithe too^qos, 
who had been seduced to, «» ntther stivpmed 
into declaring for the constituticni, marched. 
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bringing liberty triumphant into Turin. The 
old king, who had secretl j promised the neigh- 
bouring power that overshadowed him, to grant 
no form of liberal government to his subjects 
without its consent, would rest true to his word, 
and abdicated rather than consent to the de- 
mand of his insurgent subjects. As the brother 
and successor of Victor Amadeus was absent at 
Modena, the Prince of Carignan was declared 
regent, a junta of government formed oi the suc^ 
cessful revolutionists, and the principal chiefs 
appointed to the several offices of the ministry* 

The old debates respecting that constitution 
most adapted to their choice, were solved by the 
young officer who first declared himself in- 
surgent at Alexandria, and who, as he had never 
heard of any other than the Spanish constitution, 
declared for it in consequence, and thus rendered 
the little collection that the Marchese Leccohad 
entrusted to Lord Tara too late for oonsiderat. 
tion; 

The few days during which Prince Carignan 
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enjoyed the regency of the revolutionized king- 
dom, gave that infant Prince a surfeit of consti* 
tutional power. He was bearded, argued with, 
overruled, and the new ministers were so morbid- 
ly and desperately constitutional, and possessed 
with so intense a feeling of their responsibility, 
that even had the youth been attached to liberty, 
he could not have consented to purchase that 
of the nation by his own slavery. To make use 
of a vulgar expression, the boy-king sulked, 
and ran away by night from his constitutional 
advisers and persecutors, leaving them to rule 
the kingdom, and repel th6 Austrians in the best 
way they might. 

The very morning after the escape of the 
Prince of Carignan, Lord Tara reached Turin ; 
the troops that he had met near Novara, were 
those who resisted the constitution, and who, 
uqder the command of General Latour, and 
aided by Austria, hoped to make a stand against 
the revolutionists. Turin was in dread and 
dismay ; and so precarious seemed the liberty 
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that war offered, that even the townspeople 
who had ail their lives been »ghing for a por- 
tion of liberty, now paused and drew back from 
so uncertain a boon. In the midst of this gene- 
ral awe and pusillanimity in all hearts, where 
apathy did not reign, the little host of conspira- 
tors, rendered still more exalted and outrageous 
by success, met together, to meditate a plan for 
the enfranchisement of the whole peninsula. 

Lord Tara leaned eagerly forth from his 
caleche as it drove into the streets of Turin, to 
catch those sjrmptoms of popular ardour in the 
cause of liberty that he had anticipated^. But, 
alas ! he saw no signs of jubilee, and except a 
few students who patroled the .streets with the 
tri-coloured tokens of revolution, the metropolis 
wore the appearance more of a frightened than 
a liberated city. His lordship, as soon as he 
descended from his vehicle, hurried on foot to 
the royal palace, in order to meet his liberal 
friends, no doubt enthroned there, in. their 
offices. Crossing the square, he was struck with 
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the figure of a sentinel upon guard, with a richl j 
br£uded jacket and other vestments equally rich, 
which his post and his musket seemed in strange 
contrast with. The young sentinel sternly eyed 
Lord Tara, with a look of recognition certainly, 
but still without smile or greeting, 

" Good Heavens !"* exclaimed his lordship, 
'* Count Luigi Lecco is this you ?^ 
The sentinel nodded assent. 
*' And why not speak to an old friend ?^ 
" My duty," replied the sentinel with em- 
phasis, " forbids me to bandy words with any 
one. I cannot converse on my. post.*" 

" Post ! — what in the name of St Ambrose, 
the peaceable saint to whom thy dear mother 
committed thee, can have made a private soldier 
of thee ?'^ 

" Liberty/' exclaimed the youth, " and equa- 
lity, that makes the highest as well as the lowest 
begin with the same grade. I serve my appren- 
Uceship.'^ And the son of one of the proudest 
and wealthiest nobles of Lombardy, was evi^ 
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dently excited and exalted with the , V^ of 
standing private sentinel in the cause-of . liberlj^ 

" WeU Count," swd Lord Tara, " I think, 
jou might serve the cause in a more suiuibl^ 
station than this.'^ 

^^ Hear the English ajristo<a*at,^ repSed tt^ 
youth, " carrying his love of privilege even into 
the ranks of republicani«n. When off guards 
ril meet your lordship and iofonn you of our 
noble deeds." 

Lord Tara hurried on to the royal palaee, 
and there after It little time, he once more 
fo\ind his noUe friends aoscm bled» and iff 
Rebate on the conduct to be pursued since 
the flight of the Prinoe. They eettmed 
all in the highest pitch of confidence and 
exultatioD^ aomei^at eontraated as e^&i L6rd 
Taia could not help obaervhig, with th^ 
genfloal^ spaAy or dr^id that seemed to rSgA 
in ife McpiiatencAces <# all Uieir countrymen*, 
or 1M thpy^irottld "hnv© it, their Tdlow free* 
men. ; • *. * .» ■ 
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As Joseph of Austria and Catbmne of Ruisia 
•Btartmned each other with projects of soldiary, 
nd dividing the Turkish empire, and were per- 
plexed,, not with conddering the means of eon- 
quest, but as one of them said, to know ^ que 
£abkfaire avec CaMUnrMiwple*^ so our friends, 
the revolutionary rainistei^ of Piedmont, were 
sorely puzzled to decide what they should do 
with Vienna, what with die Pope, — ^how Italy 
was to be united — or where her seat of govern- 
ment was to be established? Lord Tara, how- 
ever, recalled them to the order of the day, by 
mentioning the troops that Latour was cdlect- 
ing i^nst them at Novara, and the md that 
the royalist g^ieral expected to reeeive from 
Austria. 

The amiable minister at war, mho was an ele- 
gant scholar, and a good botanist, resolved to 
quoich these royalists at once; so he averred. 
And he accordingly sat down, and penned a 
{NTOclamation or address to die troops, wbidi 
breathed all the energy of the flrsi Ikutas. It 
VOL* lu P 
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was orderad to be read to each x»gixo»t'f .$mi 
the soldiara who heard, weue .more alarmed atinr 
fury than at the diaoharge of a-nbo^e pank^f 
Austrian cannon. The house of Austda. w^ 
devoted) of course^ to the infarool Gods^^aml t^e 
house of Bottrbon, by innnuation, wa& j^tdbi4i^ 
hinted at^ as deserving to be coongned tor the 
same fette. It is difficult, however, to be at ^lepe 
wise and energeticj and itbe minister. lAiCjuyeslkm 
was most exouaable, w^ tbix^^ m beineff^lsle 
on paper, once dee^s .iHC^re i^ to fo|lpwj^f 
the same pith» This wa^ ,tb^ %fil; act, of ^ 
junta, wh^ left. t9 itself ,h(y,ti^f4e?firtii*^'of 
^e Prince* ,.,;...- ^^ ..■ ^^, 

i For fear, howev^, tbfiit,.Avi*ti4* i^hji^idd not 
think it prudentto con^mence hos^itiie^, ov offend 
the nsing pow^ of these lib^ratcos of .Itidy, 
war was declared in due form agf^^sl the em- 
pire, and as. the mode of am^toiuwing itrby herald 
was a cQurtei^ thatrsay.owred of feucbl^ barba- 
rism, a HK^^i ipitiimtt^d to the Austrian seside^t, 
that his house would be pulled about his ears, 
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WA^s h&'speedify departed* Nothfaig erer be- 
f(kxi or idn^ equalled the bflMfeeai and dttValky 
ef iii^e th\e(sy ejo^pt pei4i^ the renowned 
secretary San M^uel, when he galkmtly m* 
stdtedRttsMia^ Prussia^ and Austria; and straight 
riirew down his audaddus pen^ trndran. 

This waa not altogether what Lord Tara de- 
wted : he p^efenfed *^ >lirays of p^e, the civil 
afcts of liberty^ 'the gloriot js eloquence of national 
ftssenibfi^. Buthere was not a word of assenx- 
•Wy <^ T€?pres^tativ^; the 'Austrians were too 
ithi^dtjt, ssh^ f6 r^d "^hehi first became the 
' object to iAiii^ atf oth^ts' nlerged: The council 
in short became a council of war. CoUigno pro* 
poscid kt bn^adh^cin^ upon Sfi^n/itot deignfaig 
to take into eoiWideratiori'ffi^' royalist force, nor 
its Austrimi Mkili^rries^ alrealdy dnt^iing upon 
the Piedmohtese territory. Count Luigt arrivied 
in the flitett tiffte; Saving disdsirdedids nmsqiiet, 
evi^ before the ha^xyf hk^BtAklicfArtd, his 
paUi5ncei[iotie(]^idfitig*His2M. 'L<^*TVura'dtii. 

... - .-.. ^ibi- • -<^ • -' ' '■ ■■' 
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M II* FMI^C94 

i9$Bed t^Um.hiB Iwfedi ofi •eob8tatfltioiui)jJl^jB&el- 
}u)}y,4fftWBup; fmd4lwxk>iiiiiiIiau^haddi<NaH^ 
at tbt^imhmmie of the go9A 'Muidmie^'mid 
furmahied theooL msh .abuiidaBde.<tQf< ifbmuL?^P 

ful far ac^e <)f the ^wi^mek Tliejr wore ia^:ftdq 
a9,ppfr.M i^idert^md the^ kavvirithat ftJ6dl^f9^ 

nQ|]^lH^eqt;,,tha«.rpAkri^^ UitoTilCled 

stfflilftcfeltQ,figljt , . !. oJ n,:!] 1//// ,DDn9:r8ix3 

ta;/aft<)f#r^Yd8iXb!n]i^efjMp ip .iMUiksnBiJ slQifioJ 

ra^^ia\^tiiiiriKdUn|^' theutofett^E^eaflBn dsiiBgi^&t' 

whjplv(^lg^;iiin««b of .Ufarn zeal lM»^:t{imniibi ^mfl^ ^ 

Bather untoward tidings arrived at t)iis time : 
that their brethren and instigators, the Neapo- 
litans, had yielded without a blow to the inva<. 
ders ; and a chill could not fail to strike them — 
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if^iiftig^ could 'not defend iisat mov&Uuiis and 
dielfilB^'liiMr irere the Piadinontese to preserre 
^utitefifptAUaSAiagy? But the dte was eftsi ; it 
i^as now tpo latefiflv the half dosen of conspirators 
tolrelitt^ and although the country mi^ re-^ 
pco&ss ohcdieneeio Aeir kwftil sovereign, the * 
scsffiddov ffight^waslaH^left tt» them ; and'fl^t 
hs&itkM conttited 1fidd> of battle 'MSetiled the most ' 
honiittrdbki iBMde of itenniiMl^ 'A ptditieti" 
existence. War then to the knift^'ims ihe flttid 
resdutionH^atl^ the i«rocips^ lieiis tobehurri^ 
toisatils tltt-^friaMser^. spid ft»T)feair of j«a]buiy» 
eadi wast tor 4aloethe><hinfflMd of wfattftev^ coups 
orthi^|aHolivaa)nepcth]is^ 1^ m^iist^^ in the 
hp^V^ifmam^>kkv^^9SA[^^ the 

naming, of aigsnteafisM^o q^jle 'On unnecessai^y 
regMkti(»t^silthiiikgL:.indied the diA^dty of 
finding a fit one nu^jslMd »as « fUr exwse. 
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' ' l^ttofrostftri^^g epftee df'ii knf li^^t 

' ])l^ ^ tK>Ml't(y'%^t^i4'Htii» ' likmm Ho 
■ «xp^en«^ .* • i'it'ei^ iMiMW 'ito thkt'bf '*fce 

llie' Lair€tidff6'^^'^edttio«kl'"'Atttf'J^^ 'ihe 
''lfcdb''Wf'th^ i^V, eV^tb ^etaa, tbrfl'l'&ra'* 

" A^' fef *bok<iu'e8tJ'iW iffettt Al^^id 'Alp, M in 
a^dtSier :/!i uStf(§fllt^ W ^an(a^ed to ibie£6M the to 
^•'MpMtg''tt6i^ek'kidHtk native dust; 'W 

- "ileiitii 'tJife ^triHt 6t miiffin^ miyi"Iii:h]kmm. 
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IL FOLITICa fiS 

ftnd the sane war note alarmed bb ear, a very 
dubious prelude to the grand aeoorojdidunent 
whieh lu8 imagmatkni had anticipated. 

Feaiing to loae the g^rious spectacle of Italian 

liberty's first victqir^ 'Mb, lorddnp hastened to 

equip MnMdf fiir the campaign, which he was 

.^^it^rsng Jipoo99 and moux^g his steed, sped 

,J99^^.^Rdth Cx»2pt , ituigit whQ bad appointed to 

.,flj^qpnp9gjr»hto,to The 

y^^J^S«^.^ft9ra3^ftf,,<%^ W proclan»ation 

-.iXfd^^flBr^^^^i^^PW^H ^4. ^^ acidemia, 

;a}9ypyrdg)f fjiaiii^ yoli]^^ wbo thronged 

j^jo^j^ss^g^lpj^oY^r^ supplied with 

^ js^jbmj^ 4jivers regiments of 

i.^lMni?ai^ V*^ ^fficersi 

jiiF^ jpripc^edkjg in t^ wune ro^te. . There 

^ js^m^ t(^ H^^ *^ ^ a]^tyr iuj .their mo- 

^ ^8gi.mi&^ ^ ppn9ti^iJti<?n that 

^^m^A9mlf^^f??M^rM i\}m%ko^ey^v., of 
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Hfi ii;:MLItidd. 

dfaroedan; fautii8«o'4iiy f^UfiAcr ^^xe^ti^^^^ 

he nofit luure b«eiii a if«>y 'sdBguine e6A((ittf- 

tioaidi8twhoeoiddfatfv««!XpMtedit*^' ' ''^^^ 

Ne^tttthdeis, as the Vd^fvfi^l^i^m^teM^'^^ 

nhirtaiit to fdbinc^ ftofii^ tlie A^!t¥ dtiht 

tm usue ttem^)'tte;dbi|g*ai;^«dt!#Hbf A^tret^^ 

inf Hie «»^«ed\« i<^gt«i^bb§' in « f^^tfon^Mit^ 

and I^d-TarA tiMv^^i^a&Wy^^ctf'df^btii^ 
\Hie seemed tcf)ki!«'M)»6f^^ fMii^'^cMh 
share the great porticm of the party's ibiotid 
sjMrit, for truly atiiongst t!id*MMi^/it>lifs lade- 
ing. And all tlie'mMsietft csahe itt'^iafte fo 
participate in the mortal iMi&te that watiif to det^ 
dde tiespectrng- their cofatinttance ih Ufiie^, ai if 
it had been a'cabinet dinCier, where long hea^ 
are fitly in edtnttand." 
Meantime the hostile armies encamped oppo- 
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(|f9J|Rif4v«mlMi^ = tooHte toibbiis, wAaiaii»iy« 
mind whatctyef. to 4pcid^/^ iymtioriviiU kwriy^ 

«P4^1^cfHn%8^p^«KAft»taM^ *fWge.^ 
Archduke Contantine admigi^gh^^Bft^ 
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foim ty^if^li^ had wtshAM.\^Bvii'm ftm- 
IMdidw^^^ktM^ llM'MMdtAidrimaddGUytal 
^red»% w^ Aiibttft liild iukMML«Oiidife«kl 
ef the rojidiilfi ifitih the few r^sjiiineiits, ehi^y 
^ iXLYvity 9sad adaUtty^ dial he could muster; 
fin? 4be ^iMi&. {bcce.^ 4he JSkgiio .iMmboid^ 
Veiiel^ 4Nid -Imr psmm^ nNMhed ^ tn 
Iihples^ . ' 

Ai<4ii«'O0itnfiSrif war «v«rfMdk'ihe>ie8olQtk)ti 
toatlMudc'W^ deddflil> «hevnoit»^'o£<41he>inaBl 
day «0Htted mi ilmmo^ uepetMht ptfint m^dia* 
efianoB, aer y^ the^aeempfifiQiifof Afib»y to 
whbsh, <the Tieit ^neeHiKtssdd hehmd Hevatm, 
k was but a day^« mawh. The ^^raadidedgiiof 
the war minister, and that which he seemed most 
eager toimfn^ess the neeesnty of en the resti^ the 
60unal, was an.expedition Arough the state ^f 
Modena to inftereept the return cif the Austrians 
from Na{>le8-^jtfiey were not to be permitted 
Hb pa8$ tiie Roman tetiitories on -dieir way 
h^ine. Hioskitviidi'of^o-iBomroW would annihi^ 
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4mi .limM^y fiiudHbtve, to^wUch the deftnoe 
of 'Loniba^dy hid bedn MtniMdi and kbecwBe 
^tbe haro tlnrwfsvto lode beyond atlie ptesent, 

' Nil actum reputans, si quid tupereiset agendum.' 

i^^oM Ae*fiidqik^n^«^ names, 

Jierbes kvwkodv and anekiQt 4m«eni teferred tb 
in the gpeedies of the modem AUobroges, LoMl 
Twroj ^o auoMlad^tte 'c6«iiibiiv half ifencied 
Jnmielf dbrtagfcttaDk i» tliedaya of ^the lower 
0Kupme.•'lB^ykitap^aA^^tgi^^ by 

;tbe sftfndifit traViiisimptoc^)a#'6ltictdatbg the tac* 
iieB*^bai>}iemiq^iefyidfr.9^Taki die Austrians, and 
<}ffisi0^wat ^mi'4iiidi^ty it^'diM dasdc militaro 
aaiaH^^i4:hiil Jur^ eiyewa^be^ the precepts of 
Mimle(»aii^*i^ribo6e ^Ofiis, by the bye, the war- 
like SMinMi (^ #» llite kttig4iad eatrsed to b^ 
{HiUuiiMt^-for tbe edSglirteBment t^ his guards, 
b. i9 a marvel eten^ thait the dlield and 
jm^am were not ^nilliwf^ substituted for the 
a»MN}uet and baycmet, ^nd-a tliick phalanx or 
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J^lgbn ibniMd of t)ub3£ar«% fii^ 

most high-)fnrought mifod^ htetoimlif^ Ab aertetof 
aU bio gorgficus "rmtmi isMg' iMli^cd -1^ at 
kMii; ^und'tfaei ey^ttilig<atid£x M »Pfti v fe r «feydy 
jOitt^rdM»siK|i.aaUai^idbicbigkt ths-iMntetonffAif]^ 
tvfowe^stinumta^'iibck 'Was «ibfy'nifi.Aq[tt^qBti^ 
iMore^ilMdt aureriJig <rf(iwmter'&aiKm. ; tj^wieiicer 
<^0d[P6afc)»iridgl»>iif>(fhd>«)iUp'iiiiM kimie 

>M bMoi MP05.. mot /itCiftomi the iio9tflik^> aMblfis, 
t^€pred>t]D^teaihnefl^ l&^^o^ jriittHndlfol^ilhMMis, 

,^g^t!X[H0(lbit}idi)^doioottte factor tied iiiritk^lthe 
^gfdjft]q^JUllo^ft^tiherIRQi^ .aadCtoflia^iAin, 
i^^JU^m^dgH^ jXiti%bitettoI)if^or Lc^ 

^J^f{p)||9fH#ikl^t^l)itot|ieQft^^ wereifoiqrht 

rlfWa^t ^^ Tfefl^afJIjtiirid i»)i5*tt;l|.tb© /Taequins 
.iWq»4f§Wl#4j6lffi^tP%J*W«^^ tori 
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classic victory, in Romanriannab at len^^andcl 

im dwHmnv^tlui&'be ni^tiv^etlie^ ptototype 

lof iltt fiiie afaout td tatetfkcej 

>; '3E3ieim|kiiteit«»rtiann9Bd. Tte Teyolutkm. 

iBttiUBdar/t)M<caiimttiiib}£/tfacy kodur not ^vdMoi, 

.Aft/none fofthsir dijfifisnittd'il^HnpfftiMnds-lo 

'{moiot^ tkenttdvtesi to ifaet^br^cH' of^ gieneittl, 

ladvluicbd : a^uBst • Navef^ ^thamt- Lui^^aild 

)li<0lxi OxacBibodi^lkaedihansdbrte in the troops 

.^ofrStf Mtt^*mt. »Vhet<iBfantiy ivitre oictewl to 

.-ttttedi^^bvitifwiillKjp bo^^' to oomUer of it, or 

«iic9it^)aB abs^neextfallonolioti mueh to that 

>effeot4'thb Avaby wa»>ofaltt'ed to^ippioaeh the 

iKaU» of iN^Vara, 'widiiihe intent, no doubt, of 

'StodtlniDg^it.t^d'diergallaht royalists within, 

r AredUngtheeibcta of jsuth aaaiidacious manceu- 

• vve^'as an AatUuk a -ekivii^ commenced firing 

their caaqona> as a warning to the cavaliers. 

These young heroes, amongst whom was Lai^, 

found the martial ardour <lf themselves and the 

mettle of the horses vain against stone-walls ; 
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heartemnent of th^r friends, irli^ lexpMai^to^ 
iee NovMB teken by aolwr^ vt habe: Ai &t 
r<^aU9t Piedmontcae^ hoMrev-cr, tooMmtd nidm 
ov^fwr^ the w«U»,^ mttnj tMl iAe i^mwoiv 
in^'were for a qMwe ui tbe hmtdgoi the^potribls,. 
untf ^ Jusf as thsy ipect ^boml to «Bnd m ii^ 
spateh .1Q Turing thai wTe Dieuin- night ha sui^ 
in th^ honour, a deud tif «lin\ hesfiake a 
new and more worthy en^my^ 

These weiie: the detested Austtrians, the drilled 
sIave^ aml^blind iAstnimfentsof lyianny, vowed 
to fkitaructioa fay the< mentof fftee Italy, a» soan 
as-encotmlered. .A gainst these enemies the oon^ 
i^tittttioBalst in&ntryre^meilt deehored an ^ual 
rehiefaaaoe (to ^^-^when ordered against No* 
Tmra> ^Aie^iafeft of ba c kwardness hadheeo, that 
tfaeywould'lHit spiE^^e M€k>d»of thor biistfaren 
•^and^whentfae Austiians a|ppeared,*w4ioco¥dd 
netlse Tespedted as bredtyens' the i excuse was, 
that those gendemeniiad 'in* no^ wise offended 
them, not even by violating le 96I paiernel^ aS 
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iSkiyy^&af^nAMs^kk iMtaiiM ot^Vnmckt flimiiby 

^tfTha stadnits, thevoiutiteetfs, »iid tfie young 
oMknipIt MMd bj^ tlve pKOOhnunbn of ^ 
miiiislei^ took vpon '^MtnsclvQs lo Tout tMe mrr 
eMOiy^ find luoooirdiagly ' iRlt«M|ed> m odUmoh 
as Regular as ihm disd^Hie ^stdttikted^ ugaitttt^ 
tbe >Inifkri|fisl& Tie ^Auitriiai j^nefal^ Ml 
airaeft«f Ae ihalr tiwa^vwiib wbem^hl; httd to^ 
do, and not aboimdin^Ji^ anjr ^messm-'m mtpist^ 
fltioUB foBce, bvoi:^L^ -parfe ftf artiUory to pky 
upoQlkiB'fMi&imnv^^din^ {R-bstnted itielf lOOBt. 
oMigini^y ixrdnenfiQidiaB^Jipa*; mldthe ei|tiiii<^ 

sensibly bdneaifli a shoiwci? of/ grape. Tfajejp ob^ 
seirved totoiie anotbcr, tbtft^il-Tf^ agamsi^iMk 
and blood ^y hadbdn^aeiity tidt«gfeM|8t%ittg 
lead and' iron; aKdn<th6< mod)s>Qf AttemR ^htji' 
dftolared ^unfair, tio^itjie' itnlDeme, and ctfvraidly. 
Hi»mg«nmdMCb»ed&iMtifl^ ^Amp^n^ea^'k 
ooumge, it wa» bcnpoth Jftbimifta beifid^i:^tfarml 
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6*i ijb> «<»i..iw:(v 

aikLie^ ■•.,•; -r v . ■,.-•> -msP. 

t<hp p > i»wrt?d «<i»irqgfrj;B^,wi(jtni,.tp.?M»,^j, 
inffgolw <ipl«nuvof Mlafitfy Jm^nand ^yvpfSfi- 

they arriTed near ^q^f|^..to d y i fsb wrg e. all thqpt 
M^lJ**Wfear^BOHgfc*ft:W{:^iWlP^^%ft| 
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flying cavalry of the Constitutioii, were, iiabh. 
dviS^di thetn; sdr ifttent^ cm 'Hhm peooQar 
8elj?l<^nfee,%iat tbejr {^yioii ih^ aAf^ttQisid 
iir^heWiiedpaliicof ll^glrt, and K^ed^d^fttfe 
whether '^ey d^moMi^ ttie ^kttll <tf hietid^int 
f&e^ prbVided ibey passectttifi^ 

'fifelorabhipi however, Hffid, tlittjtr^ gdod ftic: 
ttftie,V(6kcfr'*rtirih, Wbd ftBitt tfiethettce ffetttfer 
ot'!Ptiicei Srhfcii h<i'ttk^e!*^a»^ a^fea<W^ 
£i(^I&h ^je^ ' i^^tVM; itidk^er, tfev^ ^ 
ffln^ ' off^ Wait^cHkradii- ttgdfti/' Ift hAa'^^fiff^i 
]j6ticed 'qtiit^ d' kjii^'^d? i^^fieilaA pafota^ 
arid iie afflakt^ e¥l^ti^d!i^>k> i^o^riiibtvtbai * 

a^ md-e^^ohbiiralble iM^iai(m M^ Kie^iqMnimi 
for' ati honiiue ^dt^i'iSm^ '^cefi^Sik^^ the 
d^c petibii^tOil ^ K'tb^^'Kfeit&idfiks be* ti^or 
perfectly jOn^ W GotiUH^iE^id^ iiocw^ whi> 

dence for a consideM/bk* «iifl0.^ Theilpafrlotiv 
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66 IL POLItlCO. 

dreams of the Marquis ended in h» .b^g con^- 
denmed to the solitary enjoymeiit of them in tb« 
fortress of Spelberg, and the forebodings of 
the Mardnoncss were but too stnetly verifiedi 



THS SNJ) OF IL POLITICO. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



%T is not to be expected that the portfolio of 
the artist should contain all finished pictures, 
and fuU length portraits. These must be inter- 
mingled with loose sketches, with traits, atti- 
tudes and expressions, hastily caught, and 
scarcely pencilled, with crude ideas undeveloped 
fiMTwant of leimxte at their first suggestion, or 
want of humour afterwards. To work such a far- 
rago up together on one piece of canvass, would 
prove a vain and an ungrateful undertaking ; 
whereas to offer them in their original state to 
the view, is certainly the best mode of making 
them afford entertainment to the amateur. 

. lu the preceding tales, the reader has been 
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70 INTRODUCTION. 

presented with two specimens of his compatriots, 
drawn somewhat at full length (m the latter 
instance more perhaps than the subject merited), 
and now for an interval we b^ him to be con- 
tented with turning over a few loose scraps, 
containing sketches made in divers companies, 
and in divers places of the Peninsula, wherever 
Britons mingle ;-^and where, indeed, do they 
not — 

<f Quie rogio m t^nris f&ostvi non plen^ U^ris V^ , 

The name undar which these sketi^es are 
united, may perplex somie readers i I have, how- 
ever, classic authority for calling the wioulering 
English in Italy Zingctri, org^ies; the In- 
glesi Zingari is a common expression for us in 
that language and land, 'which we so much 
patronize and adbire; and it has commenced 
more than ode letter of introducdon bonie by 
English traveliei's from Italian refugees in 
England, to their friends and families in Italy. 
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THE BOY CONNOISSEUR. 



I DO not believe that Frank Standish ever 
looked for two minutes consecutively at a picture 
for the first seven and twenty years of his life. 
Having sp^nt all that time in England^ he may 
urge, that (this betrj^ed a taste of true and ex- 
emplary fastidiousness. But this plea i^all not 
be allowed. Putting coloi^ on cpuivas makes 
in our bland no part of the great drama of hfe ; 
it is not here, as in Italy^ like the ^w^ breathe, 
or the constitution we live ui>der^ in every one's 
mouth ; and a totfd indifference to it is nature, 
not fastidiousness. Frank did not travel in Iti^y 
to s^ ** Corr^gip's apd ftuff,'- bpt to n^ake 
tlie grand tour, made by every petit maitre of 
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die day, aod I had nonsorekkmef seauigFipMiL 
metamorphofied into a eonBOMeur, dMn I had of 
seehig him aspire to the popedom. 

Travd, howev^, is the hol-bed of aActaCioii ; 
if there be a seed, a g&tm of it inthe<fispositbii, 
travel will force it to the Hght, atul it is for this 
reason that womaakind ape so rarrij issjMfierrsd 
by Bering foreign comitries, and return in gens- 
ral so mudi more ^ected and ridiculous. Mw- 
kittdsstill is hit frmn proof; and he really k one 
of exemplary sagacity, who doth not return from 
abroad to his friendsat home, with some iftrai^ge 
whim or alKectation, that but ftr his voyaging 
would have remained totaHy imdeveioped. Some 
go forth i^cmmt, and return pedantic and over- 
learned ; ftome go forth regular and mcnral, and 
return gallants and Kbertines ; some kave Eng- 
land as saints,'and return to it iafidds: others 
set out thorough John Bulls, contemning and 
denouncing every object they meet abroad, and 
return utter Jack Sprats to do the same by 
ey^y thing they meet in England; the v&j 
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Ipop il(4iw|tMepofr^ftoimfieaUQii.: 

I left Fraok at Fmm, a gtgr ffequtntor «f 
XortMi^> fJie Opm^ the Boulevatds, and at 
tmca Robertas, importk^ ceatB firwi Cliffiird- 
street, apd utt^ge^opaebe* feom Loag. Acse^ to 
atlomb tbe Parisian^ w<m-U at lKM99*cIi#a^ 
4^ Niylea Jiayiqg.qgastioo^ him if lie iQt»(M 
^ ]«hive: fpMi;4ii4iaad .tbr<^i|^ the Toladg^ )>e 
)M^Vr^.-Q9 me auch al^c^ fji comtsmr^ii^m 
Ipr it]w.^Giothip.tbougbtf a« the ^thenim philo. 
I^|>^ cajrt; iflpw the yciu|[g:rfiai?k^^ Fjnwk 
had;grqw^ a. if an ^rjt^e,^ a collects of 
^tlirejp^^tvi|:^|aj,e9fl^ ^jfd^e^t Fiownce, 
vl^a, I vei^ijr.Jjflieire^tf ypa. aa)cf4 a.man for 
a loaf, tie wpjild put jou^off viA a :i4Mt«sr 
i0O<ielor^»k$tf:h, . . .,. . 

.. The first opportunit}!: I had.of kipMqg.ttuf 
of Frrok, ?wpra^ j|ie , w«clu We rp^ ,tff 
Tiait, I believe^ the pa|aqp^of Cijp9id!i M 
l^ing shown ita t|^^^,:r,I ^gatufod^ ^3?^^^ 

YOL. II. S 
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of oommoa sense and plain dasdc taste^ unini- 
tiated in the cant of their schools and colours, to 
make such remarks as a man of the world might 
make on one of Camuccini'^s pictures — something 
relative to the expression, the character bang 
true to history. Frank, to my surprise, deigned 
no answer or comment to my remark — ^it was 
wide of the art, quite beneath him; and in 
order to teach his ignorant friend what ought to 
have been said upon such a picture, in order to 
display a right feeling for the art, Frank com- 
menced a dissertation on schools and desgn, on 
colouring, grouping, and the chiaroscuro. I 
was dumb. 

" Pray, Frank, how is taste acquired with 
respect to the works of art, at which you have 
become so au fait T* 

^^ Cannot tell, egad,"*^ replied Frank, who 
w'ished me to believe, that the jargon he had 
industriously pcked up, proceeded from ideas 
in his mind» and these from inspiration. 

*< Did you read any work on the suli^ect ?^ 
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« Read, not I.'* 

<^ How then is an ignorant man to become 
free of its mysteries ?** 

** Learn first what is good, and then ask your- 
self what is good in the approved specimen.^ 

7hat is indeed the mode of old criticism, was 
my reflection. However, I allowed Frank his 
way, succumbed and shrunk into my ignorance, 
whilst my friend assumed the upper tone on all 
topics of taste, and on the strength of his lately 
acquired connoisseurship, — had even the imper- 
tinence, whilst I was admiring a beautiful pros- 
pect over the Terra di LavorOy to interrupt 
my enthu»asm by the remark, that ^^ though 
beautiful, it was not picturesque."* 

From having been a gay, agreeable companion, 
with that free and disengaged attention, fresh and 
ready to grapple with all subjects of discussion, 
which peculiarly and perhaps^ solely marks the 
gentleman, from the gentleman devoted to calling 
or profession, and consequently having his ideas 
restricted to flow in a certain channel, I found 
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my Aiend metamorphosed into a bore. He was 
as great a nuisance as a youth l^it a week in 
love, so stationary were his ideas, so tied by the 
ligaments of affectation to his new fancy, that he 
could not think or speak but as the cc^ncHsseur. 
Being a modest man, I endured Standish's as- 
sumption of superiority in all humility, supposing 
that so much pretence in a character hitherto so 
unaffected, could not be founded slightly. Judge 
of my mortification on meeting a noble and res^ 
connoisseur of experience in his company a few 
days after. He was then as much afraid to hazard 
an opinion as I had been in his presence ; and he 
evidently as little imderstood the loftier and more 
mysterious jargon of the veteranj as I had com- 
prehended his syllabizing from the primer of the 
art. " So,'' thought I, " there are grades and 
decrees, it seems, in the free-masonry of the arts 
— the novice is but free of half the glossary until 
he becomes master, and may frame the arbitrary 
rules and gimcrack tokens of the brotherhood.'' 
I was a bold man afterwards^ and feared not to 
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talk plain sense to the initiated, though it be 
difficult to drag them doifn to that Wei. 

There are very few productions of the painter's 
art, that can possibly interest us of the present 
day, 88 men. As artists, all who can view them 
in such a light must no doubt admire them. 
But here is the affectation, all will regard them 
as artists^-none have the courage to look on them 
as mere men, first and principally. Factitious 
jdeasure is so much more exciting than the real, 
— the indulgence of vanity than the enjoyment 
of feeling. " The Transfiguration'" of Raphael, 
is one of those pictures capable of striking lis 
in both characters, — ^it would appal the child as 
well as astoimd the artist. Consequently e^ery 
onetidmires it, and to admire it is consequently 
vulgar. Frfmk Standish always turned 'from it 
to Domenichino's Confes^don of St. Jarome — the 
disgusting representation of an old being receiv- 
ing the sacred wafer from the hands of some 
richly robed bishop, with not a story, not an 
association connected with it, that could possibly 
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4nteresit «ii Bfiglifllufiati. WiA wfast pr^cBng 
rapture? Fnuok ordered the Ciqnicliiii to unviffl 
Guido's Archangel Michael, '< the ApM^ df 
Chiiitiaii art/ at some connoisseur Ims caQed it* 
I dedared it a vulgar, awkn^ard attempt at ah 
arebangel, who seems not to have evcsa learoed 
^ spear ex^tise. With what a |m>fouad ret- 
gaid of pity was I answer^ 

*^ Would you harness those steeds to augUt 
save a brewei^s dray ?"* was aidced of hbsi as he 
gloated on the pye-bald Flanders mardsi ijtm 
the imagitiative artist htfth yokiftd to the car of 
Aurora. • 

« Why,** vtfix^ haBtihff th^ indignant coft- 
IKMSseur, ^< thou caightstias wett fiiid feult with 
iheooarseiiiAbsand thick oneles of the g^iddesses 
crfart*'^ 

'^AndiotnididoL^ 
. ^< Coos^bJ A^h-age/ 
' ^Alid'Militrfa^ag&4»'aDtiqni^iopieaditi 
.e9Ee«iie of Hhd^ deltb^itte ^oioe <di mek iai 
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^ But look) is there not genius in the ease, 
the force of that attitude, in the flesh of that 
very leg?'* 

** Grenius in the flesh of a leg, my dear fellow. 
But come, I can allow all that you ask, and put 
out of sight and consideration, by the exercise 
of habit and reflection, mark me, all the ab- 
surdities that mar my pleasiire. And peiiiaps 
I can appreciate the pains, the genius (if you 
will have it so) requisite to overcome difficulties, 
and produce those very fine pictures, and very 
uninteresting representations of life. And 
allow me to say, that the great ruin of the art^ 
is, that all who judge it, will judge, not as uiir 
sophisticated behcJders, but as free of the craft. 
It is left without any guidance, or warning, or 
advice from the taste that is independent of it ; 
and it goes on framing rules for itself in a path 
similar to that pursued by the Lakists in our 
poetry, who are independent of the vulgar taste of 
the world, and who write for none beyond poet- 
readers like themselves. Artists paint for artists. 
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not the world — why ? because the little world 
that alone dares to judge them, is altogether com- 
posed either of real or affected artists. Here in 
this chamber, what are all their boasted chef 
d^asuvres to an incredulous age, but the memo- 
rials of genius, no longer its sfmit. And yet 
all the excellence we aim at, is an imitation of 
what is in itself perished ;— every wish, every 
effort is limited to the execution, the manner 
—the effect y the expremon^ are terms, in the 
artist's sense used, but taken in the world's 
acceptation, never thought of. Painters take 
such fellows as you Frank for the wcnrld, and 
labour to please you. They succeed. But to 
a man of common sense, and common taste, 
there are no historic pictures of the day, cer- 
tainly few indeed of any day, that can convey 
predominant pleasure. The art is powerless, 
as addres^ to mankind broadly, and falls in 
almost every instance below the preconceptions 
of any man. There is no other art that does 
not far out-top previous conceptions of it. — 
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Poetry, mudc, sculpture even, each wield their 
thunder ; but painting, even from its infancy, 
seems doomed to be corrupted and led astray 
into indgniiicance, and by such beings as thou 
art Frank. I have borne thy airs long, and 
now my vengeance hath overflowed upon thec.*^ 

*^ You had better print this tirade,** said 
Frank, " 'tis precious nonsense.*' 

I have obeyed him. 



x8 
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THE SENTIMENTAL BAEONET. 



It was just each an eveniilg as that on wbkh 
the Cdiiaeuin diould be vmted by the d^tmit 
worshipper of antiquitT. The grey twil^t 
which had not long relieved the mdkyw glow 
of sunset in the tads, of iliummattng the atfcient 
dty of the masters of' the world, Was itself re- 
lieved by the riang moon, whidi now poured its 
ray upon the theatre of Titus* That ray fell 
throu^ the still perfect windows of the ancient 
eda&cej and left their forms dktinctfy marked on 
the arena withm. The enormous skeleton of 
the interior structure rested in sombre shade^ 
save where aa aperture permitted the partial 
illumination of a space. The crosses and statues 
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erected round the arena, where to many mariyvt 
had breathed their last, thus placing the triumph 
of Christianity in bold contrast with the ancient 
imperial pride of Rome, sweUed materially the 
host at thoughts that association conjured up. 
And the papal sentinel established there, not so 
much to guard the venerable ruin, as to raise 
contributions on those who loved to view it ^* by 
the pale moonlight,^' added to the prevaiUng 
sentiment inspired, which was a compariscm 
between the pride of ancient and the beggary 
of modem Rome. 

Such was the night and scene, when the com- 
manding form of an Englishman, muffled and 
mantled for the purpose of concealment entered 
the amphitheatre, and flinging a franc or two to 
the greedy guard, was left to pursue his medita- 
ti(ms and perambulations, as he wished, al<»ie. 
Awhile he paced the arena, gazing upwards on 
the carved parapet, over which the same old 
stars that had marked its erection, now twinkled 
down upon its ruin. The pines of the Cselian 
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rustled in the blagt, whilst the Briton meditated 
on some purpose that seemed to agitate his 
manly breast. He paused, spoke a moment to 
himself, and stnught, as if he had at length 
adopted a resolution, he crossed the arena, and 
ascended the wooden staircase that leads to the 
upper tiers or stories of the amphitheatre. 
Cautiously he paced those ancient corridores, 
through which his form was seen to glide. What 
his purpose mi^t be did not trouble the papal 
guardian of the ruins, all too well accustomed 
to the strange freaks and whims of Englishmen^ 
and too well paid not to interfere with them, 
now to mind the somewhat suspidous modves 
of the present visitor. 

Anon alit from a carriage, at the en- 
trance of the Coliseum, a gay party, chiefly of 
ladies, and having in a similar way appeased 
the Cerberi that guarded the amphitheatre, they 
entered and commenced thar work of contem- 
plation and admiration. Having sufficiently 
enjoyed the view of the structure from below, 
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tbey. idso prooecded up. the; innooden stair-tase to 
the lofty parts of the tlieatrei — whither although 
a poiiiU^P9aa had pi^eoeded thorn, still no toimd 
or figure warned them of his presence, all on 
the coDtrary reuuuimig silent as the grave. 
Here, too, where was so much food for cooiem- 
|dation, the sentimental repast was enjoyed by 
the party ; they proceeded up and around in 
delight, when an attendant eAdoimed, 

^ DeaiD met, Lady Watkuts, what is that, did 
you hear nothing 9^ and a sonnd wfis certainly 
heard to issue fromione of the daric i^ecesses 
of the oicculai! eorridorey ^and reverbemte 
Umn^ tfie.fttapbtrhcaJagew ■ 

" Good Heavens I** exclaimed her la^ship, 
terrilGed. 

<< Boh r' cried the ^paUmg voice from the 
recess. 

<^ It is prodigiously Hke a calif,^ dbservted one 
^of the gendemea that abeonqpanied her Lady- 
ship, *^ I wonder how itoonld have strayed up 
here.'* 
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** Oh) no^^ said one of the young ladies, ** it 
ii the ghost of Titus Gates, that biult this 
theatre for his informations ; so papa told me/* 

<< Boh V cried the ^ost of Titus Gates or 
Emperor, whilst Lady Watkins was nearly 
funting. 

" By Jupiter, I'U drag forth your ghost- 
ship," menaced Mr. — — — -. At which threat 
the ghost made his appearance in the shape 
of the sentimental, mantled, muffled gentleman, 
who had preceded the party in thdr visit. 

« Good God ! Sir William Watkins,'' swd 
Lady Watkins, the ghost being no other than 
her own beloved husband, the baronet, ^< what 
could have brought you to the Coliseum ?" 

** To frighten you, my dear," replied the 
worshipper of antiquity ! 
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THE ECONOMIST. 



General Jessop was an old Indian officer of 
Indians really golden days, when a fixed num- 
ber of years broiling were certain to elevate the 
pennyless cadet to rank, wealth, and a peccant 
liver. These days have passed by, we learn ; 
a voyage to India being n6 more the same specu- 
lation that it used to prove to the younger 
brotherhood and sisterhood of the last century ; 
but this is not to the purpose. Jessop was a 
shrewd, close subaltern abroad, careful of health 
and purse, and with an eye so fixedly bent on 
future prospects, that he would not move them, 
no, not for all the pleasures that the present 
could bestow. On this principle the prudent 
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officer shut up his senses, all those at least that 
are traiterous avenues to the heart, against the 
fascinations of every fresh imported cargo of 
European loveliness, which flocked to the hal- 
cyon land of matrimony, under pretext of visiting 
uncle, brother, or cousin, as it might be. 

Each year fresh blooming cheeks were wafted 
to those eastern shores, but Jessop had computed 
the exact sum that by such a time he would 
have amassed, and marriage would too sensibly 
interfere with those ways and means tp be ad- 
mitted within the range of practicability. He 
looked forward ardently to the enjoyment of in- 
dependence, bachelordom, and ill humour at 
home in England. This was his dream ; for even 
the most grovelling build a sort of " castles,* 
or rather hovels " in the air.** In short, Jessop 
was too keen a fellow to throw away his subtle 
head and proper person on a woman. 

Home at length sailed Jessop, a gen^al^ and 
a nabob for wealth and con»deration, supporting 
suU that immaculate character for prudence. 
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that had made him to be thought of by all men 
with contempt, and treated by them with reve- 
rence. Now, what think you, good and gentle 
reader, was the first act of the General's vaunted 
prudence, soon after he breathed again the air 
of Britain? why, to take unto himself that 
object of his whole life's abhorrence, a wife : — 
True, perhaps, but then a woman of fortune and 
connection? — The lady's fortune consisted in 
three grown up daughters, marriageable, though 
unportioned ; and the sole connection she seemed 
to enjoy was that with an army-agent, for the 
half-yearly receipt of a subaltern'^s widow's pen- 
sion. The General, who was a close, worldly 
reasoner^ argued afterwards on the extreme 
sagacity with which he liad acquired, not only 
a wife, but a family reared to his hand, their 
age averaging about a score of years each, — 
" What a saving,^ argued General Jessop, " their 
rearing and education for these twenty years, 
which had been gone irretrievably had I mar- 
ried my dear Letty twenty years ago in India, 
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as I would have done, but fix ^' aad the 

general struck his sapient forehead with his 
finger. 

In despite of all these proofs of his prudence, 
it became in a few months a mooted point in the 
General's cabinet, whether he i^ould not return 
to broil again in India, in order to provide the 
better for his cheaply acquired progeny. So 
nearly were his plans upset, that the round- 
house of an outward-bound lAdiaman was se- 
cured fpr Mrs. Jessop and her daughters. Ava* 
vice, his dear, dear prudence, prompted a retium 
to the golden service, but shame, and the ^^ dread 
laugh ^^ of his comrades, urged him in the end 
efiectually to stay at home. 

« We will stay in England, then," decided 
6enei*al Jessop, ^^ I cannot think of exposing 
my wife and my girls to that detestable clinuU^^ 
Such, and in such paternal kindness was said to 
ori^nate the final resolve. ^^ But economy, 
Mrs. Jessop, economy, the most rigid, is the 
only resource. We must creep, while others 
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Ay, and yet we must wear the wings, as though 
we flew too. Appearances — ^we must be neith^ 
beggared, nor laughed at. Economy is the 
plan.^ And economy became the plan so far, 
that though in truth not needed, it became the 
»Dle thought of General Jessop, his very hobby- 
horse and whim. 

The Jessops in consequence, avoided altoge- 
ther that useless expense, an establishment. 
They had lodgings for the winter season always 
in some delightful suburb of London, out of 
the way of the bad air and the coaches, 
whither it would be a false compliment to invite 
any one to dinner ; and the General, in press- 
ing an invitation, always took care to charac- 
terize the compliment as such. They ap- 
peared at the watering places in the demi-season, 
and cashiered horses and servants regularly dur- 
ing the months of summer. All this is very 
unUke the Indian character, may be observed. 
True indeed it is so. The generous minded and 
noble race of nabobs are much maligned, espe* 
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dally of late, caricatured in ^^ St. Ronan'^s 
Well,^^ and quizzed, with more truth, however, 
in the " Sajrings and Doings." Some ster- 
ling writer, accustcHued to India life, ought to 
make thejn the amende Aonorabie by a portrair 
ture of the true Old IncUan, — the hasty, but 
good-natured, the bilious, but amiable, gen^- 
ous^ noble soldier. As for me, I do but sketch 
from particular life ; and the prominent life that 
lies attractive to the observation of the noveUst, ift 
generally more than half made up of exceptions. 
The continent had been several years open to 
us, ere the Greneral dared to conceive the plan 
of going thidier for the sake of economy. Had 
he done so at jGrst boldly, he might have found 
advantage in his favourite consideration. Pru- 
dently, however, he permitted his wise country- 
men to spend a few years in informing foreigners 
to, what extent Eqglishmen might be imposed 
on ; and iben, vowing England was intolerably 
dear, General Jessop bent his course towards 
France. Paris, however, was quite as bad as 
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Londcm— the prices c^ beef and mutton qviite 
as enonnous, and the General declared indig- 
nmtly that he would not live in a citj where he 
could not go to market himself. However, as 
proficiesicy in cfancing was a commodity to be 
purchased in the French capital at an exceed- 
ingly moderate rate, the Miss Clintons, so were 
called the General s step-daughters, were made 
to acquire a certain portion of that fascinating 
art, that as an English lady once observed, ^^ the 
girls' feet might have a Frendi accent, although 
their tongues might not" 

The banks of the Loire were the next limit 
of the Generars peregrination, in search, not so 
much of the picturesque, as of the economical. 
In the English colony erf Tours, then flourishing 
under the. pFefetship of a Fraxioo^Irishman, 
named Waters, General Jessop Ml extremely 
happy, — it was gay for the girls, cheap for the 
General, the cUme and scenery delicious. Then, 
the English residents, though at first resisted in 
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their detenninatioii to visit the market them- 
selves and purchase in person their provisions,—- 
though resisted by male and female venders to 
a desperate extent at first, had at last recon- 
ciled these venders to cheating the gentry them- 
selves, instead of, as bef(»re, permitting them to 
be cheated solely by their domestics ; and John 
Bull being thus, on the merits of his gullibility, 
allowed by the peasant of Touraine free of the 
market, the General enjoyed the daily delight of 
bargaining and cheapening, and of saving liards 
at the expence of several pennyworths of breath. 
His wine, too, with what ddight he drank the 
sour puddle at fourteen sous the bottle, out of 
the vineyard fresh, and of the comet year. 
The girls made wry faces, as they sipped this 
nectar from rrme-glasses for grandeur-sake, 
though the capacity of a xoater^glass more be- 
fitted the beverage ; and all declared it supreme. 
Mint-sauce, i. e. sugar, vinegar, and water, is the 
English liquid, that approaches nearest in taste 
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and semblance to. the nectarious juice, called 
wine, oyer the name and idea of which Britons 
gloat, whilst their stomachs turn at the smack. 

These ways of the General proceeded from 
whim, however, more than from parsimony or 
meanness. He was a gentleman, and possessed 
of the feelings of such, — ^he soon began to find in 
Tours divers inconveniencies, which even the 
beauty and cheapness of the banks of the Loire 
could not compensate. Voltaire it is, I believe, 
who compared the English nation, — ^he might 
have said any nation, — to a barrel of their own 
good ale ; the top all froth, the bottom dregs, 
and the n^iddle very good stuff. Of English 
emigration, the order was of the same arrange- 
ment — ^the froth went forth to travel first, and 
lastly the dregs ; which dregs came to settle, of 
all places, chiefly at Tours. Spendthrift!^ debtors, 
black-legs, and ways-and-means-men, such fami- 
lies as can breathe the air of boarding-houses, 
and their half-pay dwellers therein, that must 
tolerate any company, began to infect the hal« 
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cy<Hi reguxi of our eoonomist, to ogle his daugh- 
ters, not admiringly, but insolently, in the public 
promenade, to shoulder them at the prefet*s 
routes, and even to quiz the nabob*s quetie 
almost within hearing. As the precious swarm 
thick^aed, duels became more frequent, and 
portions of the amiable history of the new colo- 
nists escaped from time to time. Scone were 
shot to be sure — others ran away from creditors, 
and with friends^ horses ; but enough of the same 
species remtuned behind, always to render Tours 
no longer an agreeable re»dence for a gentle- 
man. Thus, as in the eruption of the Groths 
and Vandals upon the old empire of Rome, the 
more wicked and ferocious Hun still pressed 
upon the steps of the somewhat civilized Goth, 
and impelled him forward, — so the older British 
settlers in Toiu*aine, and such delightful spots, 
felt themselves cmnpelled to raise their camp and. 
remove thdr tents further south, beyond the 
reach of th^ troublesome and disgraceful coun- 
trymen. 
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. GeneralJessop, in conoert with about ten irthers 
4)f the older and more reiq)ectable emigrants at 
Tours, resolved to shape his course for Nice : and 
at that almost British colony, within the verge of. 
the Italian frontier, ^he Genial and his family 
arrived without hap or harm. Here they for 
scHne time resided on the Mediterranean's verge, 
whilst they put in practice new schemes of eco- 
nomy, which generally ended, nevertheless, in 
leaving the expenditure of the year, much the 
same as it had been in the purse-consuming land 
of Britain, where men pay for the light of hea- 
ven, and the air thoy breathe: — ^the British 
atmosphere, in my mind, is worth it. 

The Misses Clintons were not satisfied at Nice ; 
ihej longed, as was very natural, to explore the 
beatities and sights of the renowned Peninsula, 
the having vidted which, urged one of the ghrlt 
archly to her stq>-father, is quite a fortxine in 
itself to a young person. The Niz2an patois too, 
Ihat very faint reflection of the fingua Tofcana^ 

VOL. IJ, F 
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was still fasdnating and sweet to the &en. 'In 
short, a residence at Nice, without having pre^- 
viously voyaged over to Italy to sadety, was 
4eclaredtobe the punishment of Tantalus; and 
in truth the giris hadieason. The General long 
resisted, or in other words, took a long time to 
reconcile the voyage to his plans of eoon<Mny, but 
as he wasreally kind-hearted, his imagination lent 
an effectual aid to this, in discovering ways by 
which the grim genius of economy might be 
propitiated. And, happily, the General did at 
last light upon an expediait 

This was no other than die very sublime ex- 
pedient of .Doctor Syntax, ^^ to make a tour, 
and then to write it;" not, however, any of those 
common place descriptions of scenery, society, 
antiquities, or pictures, that inundate the work! 
in quartos. The General's was altogether ano- 
ther, a more original plan, and this was to pub- 
lish an ^^ Economical tour through Italy, &c/ 
in which the prices current of the several ca|M- 
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tris were to be accurately noted down and com* 
pared. ^^ It will form a new era in tour 
writing,^ said the General to himself, <^ and 
cannot but interest the public. Few care for 
picturesque, fewer for the arts, and fewer sull 
for antiquities,— but economy, economy, comes 
home to every man's heart and pocket. Eustace 
may tell the traveller, where he ought to be 
enraptured, where struck with the sacredness 
of some classic spot — F<n*sy th may intruct where 
to regard the modem structure with the look 
of contempt — and Galignani may point out the 
road — ^I for my part engage to furnish the more 
popular book, in teadiing where a dinner is to 
be had cheap and good, how, of what viands,and 
with what cuisine. Let others lucubrate in the 
Vatican and the Fitti, I will be the critic of the 
hotel and the cellar. 

Fraught with thip, if not noble, at least lucra- 
tive idea. General Jessop set torth for Turin, 
where he found little to note, save the excellence 
F 2 
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of their cane-biscuits, of which a gentlemiui 
may devour for his dinner, a bundle resembling 
the Roman fasces, or a weU-w<»m broom. The 
gradual blending that takes place hetweien the 
French and Italian cookery in the capital of 
Piedmont, failed not to afford copious disr 
quisition to the g^eral. His labour, however, 
must not be forestalled in these pages, especi- 
ally, as I make no doubt, they have ere this 
reached the book-obstetric sages of the Row. 

By the time that the Greneral had^traveraed 
Lombardy, making himself k&iown and cele- 
brated for his gfOt/«*fnimc2 inquiries amongst the 
gourmcmd Milanese, his phn had transpiiod, . 
and he himself consid^^ed a cfuxradir^ of. whom 
a thousand anecdotes illustrative of his econ^y 
and curiosity were predicatex}, how true all. or 
^ach of them is Impossible to decide. As'jniost 
pi them ar^ apocryphal^ I sllaU not set do)vv«v 
exeqpt^ the shurti sketobtbat efaanoe alkirtd taie 
10 mak# of>.tfaift. ^i^gnlar faonlj. .Tdi^y^itkad 
jpst set out from Bologna, and were joumejdng 
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tow^s Florence. A parly of us overtook them 
ilowl J mounting the accUvities of the Appenine^ 
in a huge English carriage, well guarded with an 
economic oil-cldth. Tho ladies occupied the 
inside, and the General himself from the box 
ova* looked the operations of the vetturin and his 
mules, who were conveying him over the moun- 
tain. To have been swept over the lonely and 
uninteresting road, by the speed of post horses, 
would have cost but a few additional francs, 
and would have made little more than a day's 
journey of it. But the General loved to save 
those few francs, and to allow himself time and 
of^xirtunity fot putting quaies upon the road, 
or information on his favourite pmnts. 

He had agreed, in consequence, with one of 
those keen and plush-clad tribe of Florentines, 
called Vetturini, to convey him, his vehicle , and 
his family safe to Florence, providing them with 
bed and suppers by the way. The female part 
of the family were in a state of too great sub- 
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jecdon to protest against any of these plan% 
and acoordingi J forth they crawled from Bo> 
logna, to make their first experiment of vettii* 
rino travelling. As for the first mile^ the stoat 
mules and their conductor walked leimrely on, 
the patience of the Greneral was juretenred. He 
applauded this easy mode of I>eginning a jour- 
ney. But when the thirds fourth, and fifth 
league came to be crawled oter at the same 
pace, bis placidity was distracted. The ladies 
put their heads forth every secmid from the car* 
riage with a chidmg look, that would have 
spurred on any other pair of animals than a 
mule and a Florentine. The poor Genend 
himself was chilled by the wind and scorched 
by the sun at the same time ; the country was 
barren and monotonous, and all other sounds, 
were overwhelmed in the everlasting tinkling 
of some thirty be]ls, impended from Afferent 
parts of the mules' brass-bestudded harness. 
The G^eral would have given up his eco- 
nomic francs, to see himself borne along at a 
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moderate pace by those post-horses that he had 
condemned. But it was too late now to change 
his determination. Those infernal bells were to 
be endured, as wdl as the mules quiet pace, |br 
no satisfaction was to be elicited from the imper- 
turbable Tuscan : 

^^ Is it at this pace you intend to travel to 
Flonaoce?" 

" Si, Signer:* 

^^ We shall not arrive at thb rate, tiU the day 
after to-morrow." 

*^ Mosa possibiky^ repli^ the Tuscan. 

" Why, man, I could walk as fast.'' 

^^ SicurOj to be sure you could,'' was> the con- 
solatory answer. 

The economist sought to make himself amends 
by feigning good humoxu*, and entering iiito 
conversation with the snail-paced vetturino ; but 
the Florentine's mouth was too full of aspirates 
to be at all intelligible, and the General was left 
to solitary meditation, his ears confounded with 
the tingling mule-bells, and his regards as sated 
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with the linpicturesque outline of the hicttetf, 
bleak Appinine^ the monotony of which wlw 
unbroken, except ' here and there bjT a few 
ragged chesnut trees. He was for the first time 
iick of economy. 

He consoled himself, however, with the 
thought,, that he should feast at the expense of 
this rascally mule conductor. What was his 
Horror, what that of his lady and her daughters, 
on the latter pointing out the abode where the 
night was to be passed ! It stood on aae of the 
bleakest summits of the Appenine, not a tree 
sheltering, or standing within many miles of it, 
a dark, winddwless tenement, bespeaking itself 
at the very first glance as the haunt ot banditti. 
Thi^ugh' all the experience of past poverty, and 
present economy, Mrs. Jessop and heir daugh* 
teirs had never been in so frightful a place; and 
the carriage rolled into the awful portal of a 
kind of 'covered court-yard, with an ominous 
ahd uncomfortable rumbling. 

*< iV^at a hc»rrid place,** *« what a cold, filthy 
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duDgecm r « what a fearful hag !*' were the 
ejaculatbns of the ladies, as diey were conducted 
loathe general banquetting-ioom of this hostehry 
of the Appennines. Here a table was already 
occupied by a band of ruflBanly-looking fellows, 
with arms, and dogs, and vociferations, who de- 
voured thdr messes with curious^ looks towards 
the newly arrived party, and grins interchanged 
betwixt each other. The general, the ladies, 
their domestics, all clustered together with the 
instinct of self-defence, and the looks of each, 
independent of its horror, spoke plainly enough, 
This is the fruits of economy ; we shall he rob- 
bed fmd murdered, all that the General might 
save half -^^ozen sixpences. 

Whilst a filthy napkin was laid upon a table 
filthier, the English travelers cast their eyes 
round to enunpierate its discomforts. Bricks 
w^e ynder foot, slates over head, ^nd, the. white 
walls being decked with rude de^gns^ coa^aki|^ 
entrances to all the sleeping apartmc^nts of f^ 
inn — ^holy dormitari^ jt woul^ ^'^^h ^^/l^^^r- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



106 I ZIN6ABU 

ing the title of some female saint of cdebrity. 
The hMiies chose to rest for the night under 
the patrom^ of Santa Maddalouit "vdulst the 
General committed himself to that of Santa 
Catherina of Sienmi. Supper was brought, and 
the hungry travellers, in deqpite of the presence 
of the bandit party, as they seemed, gathered 
around the tureen that first made its appear- 
ance. 

This was buona mmeBtra^ the stnister-lookii^ 
hostess declared ; but whidi, on taste was dis- 
covered to be the better part of a loaf of bread 
immersed in boiling water, quite pure from 
unctuosity, if a few drops of floating lamp oil 
be excepted. To render this paktefdble, pow- 
da*ed parmesan was set before the guests to be 
mingled with the mineaira. It would be a vain 
attempt to describe the looks that wekxHued this 
meagre fare from the British trmreQars. Aft^ 
the mme$tra ioame the 2^««^, in semblaiKi^ a 
ski^n or two of shreds of ummvelled beef, so 
much had it been bpiled for some more favoured 
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guest's xuppih This dish sli^ted, was removed 
hfloiole on a skewer, i. e. roasted larks to the 
aumber of five^ a bird £ar each mouth, which 
was devoured in solemn but uneomplainiog 
silence, so much did thej fear to aiq;er any of 
|he fearful inhabitants of the inn of the Appen- 
ines by ill-timed discontmit A few Snivelled 
apples imd chesnuts finished the repast ; and the 
General^ not uncorking, indeed, but removing 

9 

some loose straw put in to serve the purpose of a 
cork, from the flagon, poured forth a pale 
^kish, acrid beverage, no doubt the genial jn'Op 
duceof the mountiun vineyard, of which a «p 
proved su£Bicient for each. After which sads-* 
factory experiment of the vetturino &re, the 
Greneral retired to Santa Catherina, and the 
young ladies to Santa Maddalaia, their modier 
accompanying Jthem for protection in such a 
auspicious abock. 

They had not long withdrawn whai another 
party of mmgted Frendi and Englidi trav^ellers 
arrived late at the same petty inn, to vrbom 
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the sinttter-ered hosteai jdettded Ae MAHtimety 
of ber acooiiimoilAtidiifl^ and naierud th^inpoi^ 
■bilt^ of aflfording-ai^one^of ihemabedyiQ in 
die bcNMe beoig' already occopied. But tlie be- 
niglHMLpartf bad been aeeuBtotaed to mmsmaat 
•uch eacwOTj *aiid bottled up atabs, iocreduioiia 
of the hndlady and mdeqikeic^ ber^ to acMOt- 
laodate tbenselvea. After muoh parieyingy. 
UtBfeering^ and menaeioj^, by which a betta* 
ntj^^iwat peocured-than had gttaced the re- 
past of the ih^opv^^ ^^^ iodaed the hoitte 
promised^' the Tudent band of tmretteKT pro* 
ceededtb pttt the lame meitimpraotke txdi$^ 
eoverbig beds. In vainlihe hostesa and theboat 
protested ^hat^ tbe ohan^rs wei^ occntfned^ 
aH fill ; it tt an^ usual rale with ttateHers in the 
Pemnsula not to suffer thtinsdves to be con- 
'tniaad by these protestations; luid accordingly 
the foremost ot the party proceeded to examine 
^tamttf Maddaiena, and all the other saints round 
theifaatt. Italian locks were ficver intended for 
t^stttanee; mi ttt the first push, lo ! our band 
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^MIifRmRi0nnA%h9Umi^e^inAe midst lef the 

<^bi;»f4a:M»>t Jb&aop aod her daiighteni.*- 

lif ilEbfewfeBytUUird^r^ Gener0l> help^'*^ nmg in 

-^^tdilMi^ atlfofge of tlieApfieDdies^ to tfie 

igcm^im^ih te&iihe iotsuden; until /the JBakeral 

«wb9i^hAd;j))^iUEk aroused by tbe^cbnaiuH', itode 

litft«pf]eiu;wcenBmoiigtiiGm ;wi*h^ dttamrii «itt>fd, 

wbidi ket bilmdished t^.theiv utter jdhcotftflt tt re. 

The iiidniders retpeated hastily] frqprtfaeijfear. 

fill safbre^ iftto the ftparUoeiil of Ihe S0iitft.Mid- 

4iil^ay iwheooe the 6«iien4> h«d 8tt>pipcd' all 

Qg?es8^ MstdJhe fugitive in >dfak8e()tieniSe,toQk ve- 

f t^o> in-]diK)ea5 that annoyed far anore tb Ai- 'they 

had hithei^adone^ dhieiiaic family .df General 

Jefi9op. The Mm CHnteno tin t0 tfat^iwined 

papa, whilat be in hiswrntb eutrait the be<t poMs, 

and Indian eom*8traw pallets^ beneath ivhiieh 

the enemy had crept. With the ijiprbar the 

wb<de population of theiqii wai upnuaed \ 'and 

host and hostessy the brigands or buntulA^ay with 

their guns and dogs^ a priest^ and •halfia^oapen 

.Erencb oommi&^voyagencs, aII gaping,. aaUng^ 
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yawning, and in their halnHinents of nighty 
thronged the chamber of the Santa Maddalena, 
which Mrs. Jessop and htear daughters had 
choeen for their place of repoBe. Not a word of 
reproach did the General's lady address to any 
of the intruders; she reserved them for her 
husband, and she commenced them with, << Now 
General, what do you think of your fine plans 
of eccmomy ?" 

The General confessed to himself that the 
present was a sorry one. So rising enly with 
aching bcHies from the hardest and filthiest 
couch be had ever lain upon, he dismissed his 
vetturino with his full fare, and ordering post- 
h(^ses from the next ducal post, the family sped 
into Florence, resolved, all of them, no more to 
practise economy by crawling after mules, and 
ocnnmitting themselves to the rude fare and 
ruder welcome of a mountain inn. 

Having been myself of the Italian shooting 
party, whom the Jessops eviflently mistook for 
brigands, I had witnessed the scene, and nev^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I ZIKOAAI. Ill 

shall forget the warlike figure of the General in 
his chemise, brandishing his weapon ; on his 
slender and diminutive limbs arose a head of 
enormous magnitude, so was it swathed, from 
beneath which head of turban, appeared his 
queue behind, and his ruddy, angry visage 
before. 

Once more did I behold the General. It was 
in the Roman fish-market, at the foot of the 
Capitol. He stood amongst the finest columnar 
ruins of the old city, noting down carefully 
hoW many baiocchi cost each wretched fish of 
the Tiber. There I left, and now leave my 
(Econcxnist. 
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The French have a most cruel fashion of, 
dispoflii)^, not only of their dead but their dying* 
They have establishments called Maisons de. 
ScmUj so named for a similar reason as lucus a 
non hicmdo ; to which Houses of Healthy those 
whose life is de^>idred of, are, unless they be 
amongst kind wad immediate relatives, handed 
over. It is like ^m anti^^ted bunal ; and the. 
attempt to d^eceiv^ patients thus abaodcxied, con- 
eerping the . ominous place to which they are 
rempved, is ifnppssible. ^ They are told the 
change. is, for, better air, for vmiety, for several 
proi|4ffi^ re^ni^j^^ b^t the imn^^ and its 
inmates always belie the cheat. In vain the 
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apartments are filled with flowers, and saturated 
with perfumes, the- atmosphere ci. death that 
reigns there is raidered but more perceptible to 
the acute senses of the invalid by these meant. 
The features tdd, die danemnmr of 'the master 
and domestics of the fatal abode, inured to be- 
hold the last stage of life in so many victims, 
fail not to strike the nervous attenUoa of the 
patient, vrho thus ma^ lie said to suffbr burial 
twice, oitice at the hands of mafn^s imkinAess^ 
before die last obsequies are to be gone through 
froih Hecesidtyl ' 

£tavihg myfeblf been 6nce A whtiess of ihii 
delicate dread of death, etind^d'by the host of 
an atm&ble joiing Englishman in P^u'is, I have 
entertained ever since an horror of the pretext; 
under which they got rid of the trouble of 
watching and soothing his last moments. This 
was ^< change of air ;*" such was the ddusive 
remedy held out to him, as they caused him to 
be removed away from th^r roof and anxieties. 
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to one of these Houses ci Health, which might 
he termed mote properly Houses of Death. 

In our own oountvy we have no custom of 
similar, at least of equal barbari^; still there 
is <me, which I cannot but regard with the same 
faeling. This is the practice of ordering patients 
to the South for <^ diange c^ air.^ Many of the 
physicians who issue this mandate must entertain 
a very erroneous idea of what the South is. No 
doubt they imagine it the land of eternal zephyrs, 
of never varying summer, sunslnne, and fragrant 
vegetation. I fear few of them take into accoimt 
the Bise or the Siroe» or that the << land of the 
South, the clime of the sun,^ is the* most variable 
of all climes, and that perhaps in which most 
precaution is necessary, even on the part of the 
strcmg and healthy^ 

No event is to me more melanchdy than one 
of those warrants, at once of death and ^cile 
passed upon the member of a happy family. If 
it be one of the h^ds of the family, the whole 
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trdxne and system of domestic life is disjointed^ 
and away the wanderers are driven forth in dis- 
comfort, that diey may return mourners with 
tri|ded expense^ add with the unpleasant reflecticm 
of having been compelled to abandon, in a foroign 
soil, the r^nains of one that was dear to them. 
If the victim be <^ the young, the drooping 
plant is borne frcHU the fresh and pure air of our 
isle to the hot-house of the South, there to re> 
vive for an interval in appearance, from flushed 
and fevered blood, and thai to sink more rapidly 
under the influence of the most varying tem- 
peratures, extreme in all its variations. With 
respect to the South of France, Avignon, Mont- 
pelier, Hyeres, aiul neighbouring situations, 
Petrarch's word may still be taken, ^^lU cum 
vento male vivUuTj sine venio pe$mme.^ — 
^^ There with wind life is bad aiough, without 
wind wretched." Throughout all the South of 
Italy, even to Fl(xpencej the extremes oi heat 
and cold, in smnmer and winter, rival those of 
the United States. At Pisa and Lucca the very 
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stones perspii'e the winter through with the 
terrible Siroc. Rome hath its Malaria ; and of 
all climates under the sun, the most variable 
perhaps is Naples. The duration of the cold or 
n<»rtliaii wmd there is generally three days, 
seldom more, three, six, or nine days being the 
limits of its continuance. Whilst it blows, the 
Orkneys are not more frozen than are the beau* 
tiful shores of Naples, and even the burning 
Vesuvius is compelled to bear snow and ice upon 
its smoking and sulphuric »des. Beneath its 
influeace you see the Neapolitan population 
briskly moving about enwrapped in their furred 
ferrakii ; and in an hour afterwards, perhaps, 
the wind will have changed, the Siroc blowing,, 
and you behold the same people stripped, bent, 
and feebly crawling under the enervating 
effects of a wind that actually thaws the marrow 
in one'*s bones. 

An acquiuntance with one victim especially of 
this medical edict, has led me to bestow a few 
pitges upon it, as hastening in many instance) 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



I ZIK6ABI 



117 



the catastrophe, which it professes to ward off. 
Oyer- exertion in his last studies at Oxford had 
enfeebled the health of young Bouverie to an 
alarming degree. He languished even in the 
leisure of his paternal home. It was a languor, 
however, proceeding from a too continued ten- 
sion of the mental powers, that a continuance of 
leisure and amusement would have obviated in a 
little time. But this time is a physician, whose 
aid, in some cases the only effectual one, anxious 
parents can seldom bring themselves to await. 
The expense of calling in an eminent practitioner 
is looked on as a sacrifice of duty, and in this 
case was -accordingly complied with. The ex- 
perienced physician saw plainly that drugs were 
not the remedies fit for removing »>ere lav^ot ; 
but to order nothing, or to say nothing, after 
being called in, would be awkward., .He m«»i 
tioned casually in consequence, that a ^^ fcbange 
of air^"* would be recommendabl^r^'^ Tbft^ ooto- 
tincYt ?'' " Yes, the mpre variety. the ihetter." 
And tl)is brief dialogue was considejtred^iiffiQaepl 
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grounds fac dispatching Augustus Bouverk with 
still unrallied health to the continent Travelling 
was but a little phy^cal exertion, and variety, 
with the " change of air," would far counter- 
balance it, and restore Augustus to his wonted 
health. 

With many youths, no doubt, the simple nos- 
trum would have been efiPectual ; they would 
have joined the pleasures of companionship to 
those of travel, and have thus provided an anti*. 
dote against the oppressive feelings of solitude 
and sadness, that come so unexpectedly over the 
solitary wanderer in foreign realms. Augustus 
himself was delighted with the recipe and the 
project, and fancied for himself worlds of amuse- 
ment. But he was naturally reserved and 
lonely, and thought the very opposite of the 
French sentimentalist, who esteemed it a sad 
^oymei^t, ^^ to look on a beautiful scene with- 
out havihg a friend near, to whom he might 
observe, this is b^utiful." The sentiment, by 
t^e bye^ is thoroughly French ; for my part, I 
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should esteem any friend de irop in enjoying 
nature^s noble scenes, and Augustus was of the 
same opinion ; and he resolved to proceed upon 
his joiurney with as many letters of introduction 
to foreigners as would be necessary for his in- 
struction and convenience; but determined to 
avoid, as much as possible, all connection with ' 
his countrymen. 

Young Bouverie, in forming this resolution, 
over-rate^ considerably the sources of pleasure, 
which foreign scenes prove to the traveller ; or 
rather he considered falsely such enjoyment to 
be like a fresh ray of shunshine evenly spread 
over the whole of one^s thoughts and time. On 
the contrary, he experienced the delight of foreign 
travel to consist in very strong momentary ex- 
dtements^ awakened at intervals, and at first 
perhaps of some duration, but gradually and in 
a little time of a very pasang kind. The twenty- 
four faourssubsequent to hislanding uponaforeign 
soil, the two hours of his first morning ramble in 
Pa|i9— tli^ese were moments that indeed might be 
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reckoned amongst the choice ones of existence, 
nay might for enjoyment be classed amongst those 
hallowed by affection and friendship,-— among 

^ The {preen^st ipots 
On Memory*8 waste/* 

Butfor thepurposesof restoringhealthand reliev- 
ing langour, I need not say, that.the delights and 
amusements, which instead of being equal and 
continuous, are of excitement, and consequently 
are succeeded by a state of depression propor- 
tionate to the degree oS elation, must be far 
more pernicious than bene6cial. It is this which 
renders a companian in society so necessary 
abroad) as a soodier in those intervals, when 
the spirits flag, and oease to be uplifted by the 
novel scenes in which the fancy has been revel- 
ling for some time past to satiety. Augustus 
Bouverie however had reckoned himself inde^ 
pendent for amusement or companionship, or any 
md more than his own thoughts, which, with the 
fpod of a new world almost; before them, he could 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



scarcely look forward too, m evexi to feel palled, 
or lapguid, qjr mdafxchply. 

Those who ha^e ,knowii what it is to find 
one's self aloi>e in a foreign land, for the first time, 
surrounded with unfiuniliar fiices, the ears saluted 
by sounds harsh and unintelligible, and every 
ol^ect suggesting the pteamit iso^atiDn * from' 
3ynip^thy or kindness *-Hthoie who have expe- 
rienced the fearful weight of despondency, which 
then presses upon the mnd so latdy excited 
to the enjoyment of these savie, and now o^ 
pressive ol^ts; they can tdl how unwisely 
Augustus reasoned upcm the inexhaustibility ctf 
his sources of sd^^maseoieot, how grievously 
he was disappointed by dko fiist visitations 
of langu(»* and ennui abroad. It was unex^ 
pected, discredited, and therrfore doubly felt; 
and to shake it off ten times more impossible, 
than it would have been to dissipate the cloud 
of English splecoi, which the youth had fled 
from at home. 

If this natural feeling af uneadness in a foreign 

VOtf II. G 
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land be mcreaaed to the foreigner in Engknd 
by the consciousness of an indispensable extrava- 
gance of expenoe, the same feeling is hdghtened 
more to the Englishman alnroad by the wtmt of 
the customary auatiforts of his own dear isle. The 
walls, the floors, the furniture, are so uncouth, 
naked, oMf and comfortless ; the windows are 
prison-likfi, and the mansimi itself has the aspect 
of a jaiU with its lodgers, its numbered rooms, 
and its common stains. And oh i what desola- 
\ion is to be compared to that felt by a stranger 
upon a fine summer or autumnal evening, tread- 
ing the promenades of a gay city, thronged with 
faces, <^ which be knows not one, and resound- 
ing with gaiety of which he cannot partake*^ 
the bustle Ibrhidding him the enjojnsient of 
reverie or pensive thought, whilst the heart is 
all too young, too aspirant after those joys in 
view, to allow it to moralize in cold indifference 
upon the acaie. Augustus thought, that coo^ 
tinning his journey south would bring a remedy 
to these londy fedings; at lea^ thought he, 
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Italian solitude will be real soHtude in themidat 
of ictties that eaaapt but excite and ennoble 
lonely though ; and to wait here tcft introduc- 
tions to arriiFe, would be useless ; the ice would 
be scfurcely Ixokagi, when I should be jobliged to 
continue my joumey. 

He proceeded soudiward. But for all the 
promised good ^ects <^ ^aoge of ak, the fstigue 
€^ travel eount^balanced them, and Augustus 
felt his accessions of languor more frequent and 
deqp. No doubt they w^e increased consi- 
derably by exile from the sodety of the 
family cirde, fixMn the genial friendly faces, in 
whose pres^ce he had Celt cheered and at ease. 
Now as he joumejFed on, his solitude was often 
though not agreeably interrupted by formal 
vii»ts, which be was obliged to pay in cHrder to 
ddivar a letter of introduction to some person- 
age famed for literary or scientific acquire* 
ments. This sage perhaps conversed theatrically 
with the young Englishman, much such matter 
as he had found in thdr volumes, too dose atten^ 
^8 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



124 I ZINGART. 

tion to which had worked him his present harm. 
In return, for which condesc^ision he had his 
tribute of flattery to pay, followed by the 
usual superlatives of esteem on the part of the 
illustrious foreigner. An invitation to resume 
the talk at another opportunity accompanied 
this, and Augustus departed from the interview, 
nothing delighted, except with the being able to 
pass judgment on the personal appearance of 
the sage of whom he had heard so much. 

To pay his passing court to the petty literary 
potentates became at length as irksome to Augus- 
tus, as attendance on the actual courts of the 
petty reigning potentates of the land would have 
been to him, had he been a courtier.' In both 
cases there were the same parade and preten- 
sions, rancour, poverty, real prejudice, and 
affected liberality ; the same habit of cringing 
elsewhere, and being worshipped at home ; the 
same want of power, disguised under a profu- 
sion of all the regalia of importance. 

Amidst these and other videnda of Switzer- 
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land and Lombardy were the attentions of 
poor Augustus divided, whilst his health was by 
no means improved under the effects of the Lorn- 
bard autumnal sun, although the year was some- 
what advanced. In the immense plains of the 
n<»rth of the peninsula too, fever and ague were 
known to lurk. Venice, with its dock-savouring 
canals, its swarms of musquitos, denial of exer- 
cise and crowded lanes, was no tempting abode 
for the convalescent ; and moreover there, above 
all other places, that peculiar' feeling of solitude 
that drove young Bouverie from Paris, reigns 
especially. The almost oriental seclusion of the 
fair, the churlishly closed gondola, the absence 
oi all gentility from even the streets, render the 
queen of the Adriatic more lonely than Palmyra 
to the foreigner, who does not intend a stay long 
enough to permit any attempt to introduce 
himself into its society. 

Hence the delicate youth betook himself to 
the captal of Tuscany ; and here indeed society 
was every way accessible— Italian and English 
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miogkd dr Apart, high Ufe^ low life, middHiig 
life, my m^gkt be tried, foar dtlier €:qperiment or 
anHMement mke. ffis eowitryiBeii too, ttill on 
. the move, wfaeveter he had yet enooiratcred 
them south of Paris, had here drawn up their 
rrins to rest^ and even of Ins Helkm Oxonkca 
there were sufficient to have f<Hrmed a dub. 
But Aiig«0tiis,iaiieb aahc admbed Enf^ishmen 
in their {noper wpkan, tiiat is, «t home, failed not 
to perceive how metamorphosed, qpoiied, affeeted, 
they all, to a man,beBame abroad; their diarac- 
tcrs seemed stretched on tl^ whed of extrava* 
gance, were strained, and disjointed; not onere*- 
mained the natural idander, the Briton; and flesh 
ftdiified is not more unpalatable than your 
Englishmen, babUing the virtuoso, or ofis^ the 
gusto, which the Italians have fcHrlic^EitioiranesSb 
At Ostfora Augustus was not much given to 
society, his choice c^ eompamons was select ; but 
he fouaid mawf , who had been toleraUe on the 
banks of the Isis, altogether intolerable puppies 
transported to those of the Amo. His state of 
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health too, did not allow of a flow of spirits able 
to keep pace with that of his oountrymen^ ex* 
cited by fere^ scenes and sunshine; and even 
when elevated to a cheerful mood> his mind 
sunk at once into g^oom^ as soon as it cao^e in 
contact with the still more buoyant fedlings of 
his fellows. 

Augustus too was a youth who could not rest 
amtented with the second place even in the 
scaleof mirth and wit; and he ^irunk even to 
his late dreaded sditude, as a refuge from the 
more tormenting society of his young cook 
patriots. In this determination Florence no 
longer suited him as a reddenoe; it was too 
gay, wore too much an air of fSU^ and thd sound 
<^ his mother tongue was by far too [nredomi* 
nant in the streets. The English papers, 
journals, and publicatioBs, procured by the 
assiduity of Vieusseux, and allowed by the 
liberality of the ducal govemm^t, turned all 
general conv^rsatkm more upon England and 
English affairsy than at all harmonized with the 
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Italian sky and scene, or with the mind that 
gave itself up with devotion to the contemplation 
and enjoyment of these. Tilburies too rolled 
on the smooth pavement of Florence, and the 
graceful forms of dandies glided in its quays 
and places. British grooms and valets thronged 
its hotel doors, and their drunken cockneyisms* 
were heard vociferated in. the streets at an hour 
when every Florentine was in the arms of sleep^ 
and when the restless Augustus walked forth to 
contemplate the delicious spectacle of loi Italian 
moon-light night, he hoped, in the undisturbed 
solemnity of the houn 

All these inconveniences, joined with an irre- 
pressible wish to tread the soil of the Eternal 
City, drove Augustus still farther south ; and 
languor, sickness, and ennui were all instantly 
forgotten as soon as the carriage that bore him 
from Florence was in motion, and ascending 
the Appenines towards Rome. 

Poor Augustus ! in that journey I happen^ 
to be his companion, and never shall I forget the 
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almost unearthly elevation that his spirits rose to 
with the consciousness of whither he was jour- 
neying. In a mind Uke his, the very enthusiasm 
of excitement was pernicious to his feeble health, 
and the restless dedre and anxiety awakened by 
the approach to Home in this journey was 
the original cause of the slow fever that after- 
wards fMreyed upon Augustus Bouverie, till it 
consumed him. 

The mind and body are closely linked together 
certainly, and in most cases the disorder of one 
occasions the derangement of the other. Still 
that philosophy is sublime and not irrational, 
.which argues the contrary, and founds itself on 
their disunion ; and however the former remark 
may hold true where actual pain is felt, the 
firgumem& of the latter are exemplified in the 
decay:of the body gradually and without pain, 
by the withdrawing or pining away of the vital 
principle. It is then, that as the bodily powers 
sink in uttar languor and prostration^ the 
spirit still retains not only its wonted vigour, 
G 8 
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but seems to exert itself widi matte than usual 
power, to shine ifitb uneartUy i^ondmir, and 
to anticipate, as it were, by die loftiness of its 
views and cdnceptions, the pure state of bang 
which it then approadies. 

It was not the wanness of the cheek of Au- 
gustus that first struck me with forebodings of 
his fate, but some c^ those eccentric flights of 
fancy, seldom indulged in by those who have a 
strong hold of life. For his own part, he seemed 
to lose si^t altogether of his precarious state ci 
health : one idea alone ocou{Hed his mind ; and 
his sole wonder was, how he could have tarried 
so long in that dull Lombardy and triffing Tus- 
cany, instead of having hurried by a bird^s path 
at once to the scenes, where all assodations of 
past greatness centred. His day was one long, 
though interrupted, monologue of raving ; from 
which he sunk, at intervals, to a dreary lethargy, 
and started thence again each moment to some 
anticipation of the immortal city, or some reooU 
lection of its story. The road by which we 
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tiwelled was <me wdl oaloilated to feed the 
dreamy mood. Spoleto^ Nani, and the Tbrasy- 
mene laj upcm our path, and from Hannibal to 
Octavian, an hundred names of h^aroic interest 
were recalled by the scenes through which we 
passed. 

Enthusiasm of this kmd lays a firmer hold 
on the weak frame than on the strong. The 
rdbust have thdr attenticm and mterest so much 
excited by different external objects, that they 
diake off the yoke, which one }Mredominant train 
of feding would impose upon tbem. Los^ 
abstinence from food, even inanition, and ccm- 
sequ^rt weakness, proyes in this way often the 
strongest of all excitements to the imagination, 
and even to the spirits; and for a flumlar reason 
Augustus was absorbed^ inspired almost, by the 
I»esent exdusive object of his thoughts. He 
went fbodless, sleepless, liar both which states he 
Bught have found, indeed, an excuse in the beds 
and faveof Italian hotc^ But such were not 
the causes of his abstinence. He was in ccmse- 
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^uence worn out completely, ere he did reach 
RcHne ; and I dball never forget the fixed, va- 
cant, and scaredy waking, though unwinking 
stare, with which he regarded the white houses 
and steeples of the dtj, as we descended to it 
from the hillocks of the Gampagna. Before 
poor Augustus reached the hotd where he was 
to stop, he paid the strongest tribute that per- 
haps ever pilgrim psdd to the overpowerii^ 
grandeur of Roman greatness. He had felt ill 
on approaching the gate ; he supported himself 
during the continuance of the motion; but. no 
sooner had the carriage rolled under the portal, 
and stopped for the inspeotiop of the officers of 
police and customs stationed there, than the 
youth fainted uttwly. 

A night's repose, however, obviated the imme- 
diate bad effects of his journey : and the ardour 
with which he rose to commence his researches, 
and gratify his long-nourished curiosity, led 
him to flatter himself that hishealth was restored. 
Augustus wrote home in high spirits a letter 
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to that effect; and his parents congratulated 
thanaelves on the sup^or restoratire effect at 
" change of ait.'* 

Their son, in the meantime, shunning all so- 
ciety, wluch he deemed almost sacrilege in such 
a scene, given up to sditary rambles, was im- 
bibing in long draughts the southern airof Borne, 
that sovereign remedy that had been prescribed 
for his debility. His days ^irere q)ent amidst the 
hills and desert places of the ancient city-^be 
roamed over the ruined Palatine, through the 
lanes and by-^roads that transect the Coelian hill, 
and he more than once utterly lost his way 
amidst the rural soUtude of the once popular 
Avehtinew The sturdy peasant of the Church's 
realm seldom siurvives a season c^ labour in these 
i^pots; that the young and weak ' Englishman 
felt the little strength he had Mt undermined 
by it, is not to be wondered at. In the mom, 
perhaps, the youth set forth with ardour on his 
wanderings, but languor and sadness did not 
fail to accompany him home. Friendly 'sodety 
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was that wliidi seemed to restore liim to himsdf 
' most effectually; butwhenthe gloom had begun 
to prey upon him^ he seemed to prefer indulging 
it, and, like the bird fixed by the witching eye 
of the snake, he steadhly contanplated the sjnrit 
of melancholy, until he fell a Tictim to its vo- 
racity. 

Augustus still pined; and at Rome as in Lon<* 
don, the oune forlorn hope, in the shape of a 
remedy, was held out- — ^dumge of air.'' He 
allowed himself to be borne to Naples. But 
scenesy had lost all charms for his sunk^ eye* 
The Sirocco was here far more powerful than 
at Rome, and blew nunre incessantly ; and the 
pestiferous blast came even from the sea,* whither 
the sick youth would have looked for pure and 
refreshing air. The unequalled variability of 
this boasted climate he found more insufferable, 
more of harm, and oppressive to him, than any 
he had as yet visited; and the youth, at his 
earnest request, was again home back to R(»ne« 
The air of the soudi was then declared hfi£^ 
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fectual^ unfit for his case ; and a return to Eng- 
land was recxnnmended ; but time or strength 
were not allowed for this new experiment. Au- 
gustus Bouverie, alone and exiled from his 
family, sunk gradually through all the melan- 
choly stages of his disease, tended by the careless 
hands of strangers, ^uid^U last expired, the vic- 
tim, I am conscious, of an idle counsel, in con- 
sequence of southern air, and of the oppressive 
gloom that attends unbroken solitude. 
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It is exceedingly difficult indeed to preserve 
pure^the feelings of reverence, with which we 
should approach those remains of andent or 
of modem grandeur, which are to be met with 
in Italy. The Roman Forum, for example, 
unless viuted in the solitude of moon-light, is 
sure to present some object, so enormously incon- 
gruous with its past renown, as to scare away 
every feeling of divine awe that memory would 
inspire. Every one knows, that it is the Roman 
Smithfield at present, and as nine-tenths of the 
animal food made use of in the south is pigs^ 
flesh, the buaness of vending and of slaughter is 
there chiefly practised upon droves of this unclean. 
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but not unclai^c animal. In addition to all 
the anti-sublimities of this characteristic of the 
Forum, it is the cockney promenade for the good 
citizens, where their un^aven males add un- 
bodiced females walk forth in the evening as far 
as the arch of Titus to breathe the air of the vine- 
yards. Join to these the dusty vehicles of visitors 
returning from country excurdons, and the Fran- 
ciscan friars returning in a contrary direction 
with the produce of their day^s begging; and' 
it may be concdved how aptly the Forum may 
be visited at sunset. In the day it is perhaps 
the market-place of slaughter; if not, the clank- 
ing chains of the gaUey-slaves grubbing amongst 
the ruins, in the Clivo Asyli perhaps, that was 
of old a refuge for wretches in similar bondage, 
forms no apt accompaniments to the reflections of 
a stranger in such a place. 

All this, however, was a want (^keeping, that 
I . subsequently discovered in this classic spot. 
My first sight of it took in a scene more fami- 
liar to an Englishman by far, but certainly 
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more unexpected than any of theie^ and wbkh 
is no uncbaracteriftic anecdote of the Englidi 
in Italy. 

At this ade of the Forum^ nrhieh is fafUieit 
rempyed frmn the Capitoline Hill, and as it were 
the foot of the Palatine, stand three colunnw 
suppc»rting a noUe weight of entabktore. Anti* 
quaries c^ old agreed that they fixmerly made 
part of the temple of Jupiter Stator ; at present 
they seemed to have altered thor opinion, and 
it is more orthodox to call them the remiuns of 
the ancient Comitiae. To the ornament or sup^ 
port of whatever fabric these columns were 
applied, they are allowed to be of unriralled 
beauty of propcnrtions, especially their capitals, 
which though not so perfect perhaps as diose in 
Nerva's Forum, are still esteemed the most 
beautiful models of the Corinthian 'm Borne. 

For the purpose of taking casts from them, I 
suppose^ a kind of final scaffolding was then 
erected,, secured by ropes thrown over the Bita- 
blature, and reached by aladder as crazy as itself ; 
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this, it seems, had been erected by the French 
Academicians. An Ei^ish amateur, not aware 
of this, or at least xedKmi]^ upon the courtesy 
of whomsoever the scaffolding belonged to, as* 
cended the ladder in the absence of the Gallic 
artists, and commenced amusing himself with 
examining the oiq)itals, measuring modillcms, 
&C. There exists a hnge pque, the reader must 
know, between the poor and almost $ans adotte 
foreign artists at Rome, and the EngH&h of the 
same profesncm, who are in general dandks of 
the first water — quite exquisites and men of gal- 
lantry and faihion as soon as they quit canvas 
aaad plaster. 

' The Frenchmen, who, hidden in some nook 
of the Palatine descent, were reposii^ from their 
labcmrs, and breakfa^ng on tfainr grapes and 
pagnoMy espied the rival intetloper, who dared 
to take advantage of their scaibldfaig, in order 

to be as aufoH aa they, the artists of the Grande 
Nation^ at Corinthian capitals. They rushed 
forth in a body, ascended the ladder in ire pnd 
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haste^ that endangered much the ricketty column 
that supported themj and commenced their ex- 
postulations with our amateur in a tone, that 
Britons never suffer from any, much less from 
a Gaul. 

Here was a scene, for the wrapt pilgrim to 
that shrine of Roman freedom and grandeur, 
the Forum, to witness, — a pugilistic combat on 
the ruins of the Comitiae between several Grauls 
and a Briton. There was a crowd gathered 
in a twinkling, butchers, passengers, priests and 
old women flrom a n^ghbouring church, and all 
the urchins of the vicinity that made the Forum 
their play-ground. The combatants were four 
against one, my own countr3rman that one: — 
at this interesting sight, the shades of Cicero, 
Pompey, Brutus, and his fellows all vanished 
from my mind, and the honoiur of old England 
became predominant. 

On that score I might have remained undis- 
quieted. For the amateur, though a pigmy — I 
have him this moment in my mind'^s eye, the hero 
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certainly that day of the Forum, as Graochus 
and Caesar had been in theirs — ^laid his blows 
so clasacaUy about him, on the visages, in the 
very eyes and noses of the Frenchmen, that 
they retreated even more rapidly than they ad- 
vanced, swearing vengeance in their dirty way. 
The last however took the vengeance, that his 
comrades did but swear ; for he unloosed in 
his descent the ladder from the scaffold, and 
bore it away in triumph, leaving the amateur 
in solitary ire, perched on the columns of the 
Comitise, without any means of escape, exposed 
to the gaze and jests of the Roman crowd. 

Now, an English crowd would have applauded 
any one, even a Frenchman, after such a victory, 
and in such a position; but the modern Romans, 
jealous of any display of that manliness which they 
are so conscious of wanting, looked up with 
pleased malevolence, and with all the sneers that 
they dar^ show at the victor; they gathered 
round the Briton, as they would have crowded to 
gaze securely upon a caged lion ; and certsdnly 
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the man at onoe of taste and prowesBi must faav$ 
fdlt exceedin^y uncomfortable, imprisoned a9 be 
was, and angered bj finding his eiutceaties for 
a laddar not comprehended or listened to by the 
surrounding crowd. I aided with my tongue 
as &r as it aiabled me, but to no purpose, tili 
the Englishman lost patience, quitted the scaf- 
fold, and clasping round the old column of the 
iVugustan age, which tottered from capital to 
base, slid down, not without danger,, and let 
himself free. Ere he reached the ground, every 
Roman spectator had fled in dismay, fearing 
that having even gazed upon him would bring 
down the vengeance of his redoubtable fist. 

Such was the first interruption to those solemn 
and devout feelings of reverence, with which 
the Forum was approached by me. They ware 
marred at another time by an event more serious, 
cuid more worthy of the place, which as a con** 
trast to the anecdote just mentioned, I cannot 
jrefrain from narrating. 

The lower <Nrder of Roman females are by 
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jio meaiis beautiful5 however fiicturesque their 
costume, imd howev^ calpulated their antique 
C8(9t of features may be, taken in refer^^oe to 
their origin, to catch and captivate the stranger. 
Jt is in a peculation like this, the contrary of 
beautiful, that exceptions are the most strikii^ ; 
ope is rivetted and enchanted by the apparitipn 
there of a lovely countenance, which in an 
English or French town could be passed by as 
nothing uncommon. I forget the name of the 
little street that runs at the back of the Forum 
from the chapel and prison wh^re the Apostles 
are said to have been confined, up to the stu- 
pendous ruins of the supposed BasUka ; 
although I have often diosen its way in pre- 
ference to the broad one of Campo Vaccino, in 
order to catch a glimpse of the beautiful Agnese 
who dwelt there. 

Latterly, however, from the number of strai»- 
gers who were tempted to stroll up the same 
street, and gaze in at the same door, the paraits 
of the pretty Agnese began to ^]!eculate upot^ 
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turning ihrir daughter's beauty to advantage ; 
not in any dishonoturable way exactly, but in 
procuring a collection of mock, antiquities, which 
Agnese's pretty face might well persuade the 
ignorant stranger, even if he were a little incre- 
dulous, to be real. From hence the ^1 became 
oftener seeking than sought, frequenting the 
Campo.Vaccino with her little stock of coins 
and terra cotta manufacture of tamps, laery- 
mariuj and such would-be relics of the old 
time, baked scarce a week, but artfully stained 
and daubed with earth, that they might seem 
just exhumated. 

Her's was one of the very few figures that I 
ever remarked in the south, that united delicacy 
and lightness of sjnnmetry to an antique cast 
of features, such being in general found in crni- 
junction with a form robust and coarse as that 
which indeed prevails in those countries. Never 
was any thing so lovely as her profile, with a 
mass of hair gathered up behind, so well setting 
it pff. She did not wear the Roman stomachei*, 
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that sort of abomuiable paste-boacd shelf on which 
the peasants expose their charms to the admka- 
tion of our pencillers ; she adopted rather the 
viilgar corset, so much more beautiful, though 
so less picturesque. There was no alrchness in 
her dark eyes, — a quality that would have ren- 
dered her present trade a dangerous one ; 
although indeed the peasant maiden in the 
the Roman states is little reserved, and need be 
in little dread of unlawful love, so ri^dly, or 
rather so paternally, do the good priests in 
power guard her, that marriage must always 
follow, when it has not preceded a slip of the 
kind, no gallant daring to resist the commands 
of the church. And should a foragner be guilty 
of an act of seduction, he is mulcted much 
more severely there than ui^der any other 
government. This is one very good peculiarity 
of the empire of the jNriestbood, and indeed, 
in despite of jocular calumny, the Roman pea- 
santry (I dcm'^t speak of the lacquey rabble of 
the Piazza di Spagna and their creatures) are 

TOL. II. H 
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themoift pmdbaf a»iiao6t mitral peasantry in 
Ab peni&fiRila* WMst that which flourishes 
under the libcrdi and. enlighttiied gpvemmmt 
of Ttfficany^ it deddedly the most base and 
debauched. 

The bri^ eye of Agmm spoke no otjier 
languid than that of idmpliaity, as she {died^ 
thanks to it^ a very^ luof&tivo tittde: die sold 
her entire stodc in a sbc^ler time dian the sintft- 
ter seeming lurchers of the Campo^ whose very 
look 19 that of imposition dadand, could sell 
a single lump ; the vahw of hu: littk merchaui^ 
£ze was raised by that wgmmn^oS enh«aremiH)t, 
which^ the Frendi say^ fwgtae rim. 

NwneroiiiehiRbEBiieisahecoBld notfiEol to.have^ 
not only amongst die pamng foreigners, who 
pnrdiased from her^ but among h^ eqpials^ the 
youngii^bitanta of th^ modam-Forum^ modem 
Svburr'ay and itfrvieinit^. Amongst tfaom the 
most assldtiousj and tbcmost odious to the pretty 
Agnesej w.a9 ar little huncM)aqk or gaUba, wIm 
from his deftirmity bshA ^mmqfx&tkt iaeapadky 
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to labour, biul. more l^unsre to UH in love than 
Gth^ youths, though, ualbrtunatdy tat him, 
with none of the personal quiBflrarions that 
could ^title faim to hope. The same Imsure 
endowed his passion with constancy, depUi, and 
fury ; and ahbougb eyer r^ulsed by Agnese, 
the gobbo stall fdlowed her at a distance firiHn 
nKum till night, fed upon a distant sight of her, 
and couU not be diediedor reasoned from his 
passion 

This I leaan^ aflt^wards, although I remem- 
ber to have often noticed the imp lurking be* 
hiiul. the £BLllen fiaipnenta ci the Aoii/tco, or 
crawling widi tbs lizard and other reptiles 
amongst the few haired spots of the dd Boman 
pavemeatf in tJie m^st of excavation and farok^i 
ground. Sudi unfi^unate creatures, when 
faml vf lb tl^ squrior and poverty of the lower 
orders, are even in omr own country of mniatcr 
aspects ; but dieae are inaocwt and lovely, 
compared with t^ dark elf <^ southern climflB, 
^Anete by the bye defmnity is exoeedin|^ r«re, 
H 2 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



14S I zucaAKi. 

a&d cxmsequently moce abhorc^. I remember 
wondering that be never begged ; upon enquir jy 
I heard that.he had be^ in the habit of doing 
9o, but that lattierly y since he had. been taken 
with, Agnese^ he soorned the occupation, and 
had. taken atrmigers especiaUy in abhcnrence: 
The. idle and. malicious gobibo wa8 never missing 
frpin the Campo. Vaccino and its precincts, when 
Agnese, not' daring to venture away from where 
bhe was known, amongst the squares and streets 
of the city,, was wcmt to expose her store of 
modem antiques for; the purchase of tbecudbus^ 
One evening that she was; so ^apldyed,.itw4ut 
my own £ortime.tOrbetakesnyscif to the Foirum, 
as a {&ce of loitering,, cmda gay knot.^ EngUsh 
youths, evidiently just 4tffiyed>'d»scenikdiirom 
the Capitol, wh^e Axey bod Av^nl ffafettng. them- 
selves, to explore the fmisd renoiaina beybodi 
7hey seemed to haw poured, pcevioualy to ihdtr 
^^lying'fbrth, €oni^derdk>k libntioas down thtir 
tlirbats in hooour of thatf Romaik.divinil^yvbjr 
whose, body mGdevn'Bomam.fiweairp ai|(i.«^|iMi^ 
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elated or frolicsome cotnpany nev^it'iMtere ftmaze^ 
and upborne upon the wings of ^Bght hf the 
idea of, for the first time, treading the soil of 
the Forum. They ^vanced further, having 
sur\r^ed the scatter^ columns, alhired by the 
dbtant gfimpse of the Colideum, untfl a more 
alluring glimpse of the fair Agnese attracted 
fheir attention. 

She pirodueed h^ sepulchral lampst, her coins 
of Constantine, and of those Emparors whose 
effigy has* not grown scarce in virtuoso circula- 
ti(m, Agnase's visage^ as a sample of Boman 
beauty, was more interesting to the youths than 
even ihe great Gonstantine% and with ardour 
other than antiquErian they crowded round, and 
questioned the fair dealer in antiquities. 

The group fttood not far from the promenade^ 
Beyond it the grousid »nks for a space, and 
then is bounded by a few cabins, supposed to 
occupy the site of the little shops of the andent 
Forum, from one of which Virginius snatched 
the knife with whidi he rescued his dangfatec'a 
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bonour itom ibe tjrtmnj of Ae Decemvir. A 
carpefttcr or whed-wrigfat inhabited the pincipal 
of these at the time of my story, and the' space 
between lus Aoor and the raised prcnnenade 
was occupied with cars, {doughs^ timber, trunks 
o[ trees, and all the materials of the workman^^ 
trade. Amongst these the hunch-back lay at 
length, watching from behind the trunk of a 
pitNitral^ ehn the only olgect et his thoughts, 
ruddy, as he thought, suirounded by a gang 
of JoteMeri. The young^ £ngUshmen were in 
truth pmoeeding to mdce iFery free with the 
damsel, which she ixxie in good humour, with 
the hope of earning some little by the sale of 
her earthem treasures. 

One of the party especially seemed smitten, 
and earnest in his addresses to the Roman 
maiden ; he put his arm within hers and drew 
her away. Tiie patienee erf the gcbho here 
enqporated. Without uttering a word, the 
hund]4mdc drew hk knife, rushed across the 
promenade, and had not a shout warned the 
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young Englishman of his danger, he would 
certainly have received a mortal stab. Aware, 
he retreated, and his foot struck the face of the 
dwarf, so as to fling him upon his back ; thwart- 
ed in one victim, the gdbho wreaked his ven- 
geance on another ; risii^ ere he fiould be 
secured, he rushed on the unfortunate Agnese, 
and stabbed her mortally in the side. Twice 
even the little ^&iA struck^ and then made off) 

the EngUsbmen pemainii^g tbun^erstruck at the 
deed. 

The Campo was full of lookers on, and not 
one stirred to secure the murderer, however they 
could not but commiserate the poor girl's fate. 
One or two of the Englishmen in vain endea- 
voured to track the steps of the furtive. But 
he was never more beard of, not were there any 
steps taken for his apprehension 
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THE BRITISH CAPPUCCIN. 



Bt such a tide was known a gallant country- 
man of ours, for whom the n^me of Captain 
Bellchambers maj stand in the few following 
pages. He was an exceedingly fat son of Mars, 
somewhat of the calibre of the light infantry 
oflScer, caricatured not a score of years since, as 
The Light Bob. His campaigns abroad I am 
not enabled to relate, although they must have 
been weighty ones ; his domestic feats, however, 
were more conspicuous, and are, no doubt, re- 
o(Mrded in the annals of the Flags— from Bond- 
Street to Drury-Lane inclusive — ^and in the 
memory of the frequenters of all the ** Life in 
London"^ shops of the latter quarter some ten 
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years ago. The Captain was then a buck and 
dandy, during the reign of those two successive 
dynasties, of the first rank of the second order ; 
the characteristic of which very respectable rank 
of fashionables I hold to be, that their spurs 
impinge upon the pavement oftener than upon 
^e sides of a horse. The Captain, in short, 
was scarcely of the equestrian order. This, 
however, must have been more from humour 
than economy, for certainly the tassels and braid- 
ing of the gallant officer^s coat would have 
nearly purchased a charger. 

It was a pity too that the captain had Hot the 
amiable failing of being given to the turf, and 
of being too much inclined to sacrifice other 
conveniences to his steed, as this would have 
excused his exclusive attachment to male society, 
whiohj without such excuses, are usually attri- 
buted to the imposfflbility of attaining to any 
other. Whatever was the cause in the present 
instance, certainly the cards that bore the super- 
scription of Captain Bellchambers were more 
H 8 
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often handed across a tav^m UbM^i foi?t]^urpQ$es 
warlike or amicatd^, as tbat ivi^t ba{^n» ibm 
to the powdered lacquey of a family B)|ms»m; 
and if he did " how d'ye do'' a po^ in Sond- 
street, the peeress in her carriage knew Qothing 
of his lordship's gay and pcctly accjuuntance. 

Such was the humble walk o£ Mr. Beilcfaain^ 
bers in London— as a gentleman dandy^ who 
wore spurs without a steed^frequa^ti^ giamUiog 
houses without venturing a 8take» and races 
without betting, the latter feat being performed 
through the medium of some friend's tilbury- 
just such an acquaintance as any one m^ht 
salute^ but would prefer passing. 

But Britons, like their money, continue to 
rise in value as they cross the channel. Bell* 
chambers left London, as soou as peace per- 
mitted, for very dbvious reasons; and similar 
ones drove him still further southward, and th«t 
so speedily, that the Captain arrived and settled 
in Florence, hdore the actual dregs of Eo^ish 
emigration had been wafted so far* He was an 
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At&ple <|uilifiea€km was «afident to make him 
pass cmrent in the best, the only circle ci Flo- 
rentaii^ aoeiely. ^en Englidunen at that time 
had n^ assumed tlie necessary reserve towards 
thdr«ountiymen abroad, that has sinee become 
lequiidte; to have arrived so far was, at that 
early period, coni^ered toheat once « jNtxif of 
birth, fortune, and taste. 

It may be suf^posed, bow much the Captain 
phimed hiHiself upon this pas in life ; the use 
he made of it was, as is usual in such cases, to 
make Umself sKqpren^y ridiculous. Like all 
his counttymffli, he was possessed with a flagrant 
idea of Itsiian jioentmusBess, wUoh, bowever 
true in .part, Captam Bdldiambesrs ahogether 
mistook. If Italians intrigue, it is fix)m genuine 
impulse, from feeling, &om passim: whereas 
vanity is ahnost the «ole incentive of the dissolute 
Englishman to pumie the same path. The 
Bjnton is unfit for k : he has not the soul of 
tbme, that al^ime redeems, if ai^ thing can re- 
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dteoi^ tilt dwBCteE finomtuttcr bi^^ and 

life hl»re beeii 'liaken toore '£or the Bake of 
UUiog enimi, * diaa eoin(>riIed bj any more 
Iieart«£dit or passtonate tbouglil;. This wat 
amongst the fenudes, with whom vanit; and a 
fbpjMsh dedee of distinctioii cannot sway in such 
cases, as these.petty feelings do with vainer and 
more selfish mankind. But our men of intrigue, 
if they did not eaunte indignatioa, are the most 
ludicrous of ftH ol^ects^-coUUliiooded in the 
extreme, they have in language nothmg but the 
cant of feeling, which is sickening encaigh in the. 
mother tongue ; but when put into the super- 
latives and exaggenitaoniof Italian, for instance, 
affords the most strange specimen of the ridiou- 
bus and disgusting^ If you;>add. t& all this a 
suflicient quantity of vulgitrky in the suitcxr, you 
have a picture frequentfy presented to the eye 
abroad, of precisely that mixture of the vicious 
and the ludicrous that Hogarth loved to paint. 
• Captain Bellcbambers devoted his person and 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



I aiKOAii^ 167 

powers' t0>gillliiitfyv and oi astyimBn, be he focd 
fxr irlse^ dull ^r wk^-, piepoaeessiiig or the con- 
trary^ will have some sort of iuccess with the fair, 
if he devoted fainuielf altogetber to them, the 
Captain certainly might ha\e had, especially in 
the sunny Tuscany, some Jxmms fortunes to 
boast of. Thereon be ^ew aspirant — ^began to 
be more noticed— talked of — and his society 
courted, on grounds of mere curiosity, by the 
presiding mistresses of rout and conversation. 

Uiduckily, however, for his leune, Bellchiun- 
bers had the audacity to fix his i^egards on the 
beautifid Contessa Beiguardi, a young, lovely, 
lively, £Ei8cinating dame, not long since rendered 
a countess by a retired connoisseur and biblio- 
Biai;ie. She was a short, plump, round beau^ 
of the Tuscan order, the proportions of which 
are as much observed in the jsex of that land, as 
in its architecture; dark, of course, but with 
cheeks outblooming the deep tints of her sunny 
oosplexion; and a malicious vivacity sparkled 
in her eye, that might have deterred any one of 
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more sagadtj ifaas Captain Bellohiunbers from 
chuiBg iH liglmiingB, wbetM* cf love or resent- 
Hieiit. But the bold Brkoti, elated with past 
sueeess, knew no fear, and gallantly made his 
approadies to the beautifol Beigiiavdi. 

The recider will smile at his impertinence, on 
being informed that oi the CounteseTs beautiful 
language her suitor knew scarody a word, and 
was compelled to conyey Ins addresses through 
ihc' unfit medium of Anglo-Frendi, m which 
frequent blunders always had the e&ct of break- 
ing the q)dl that his eloquence was intended to 
produce. It would be difficult indeed to deter- 
mine what the language of the gallant Captain 
was, for as he knew not even his own fundament- 
ally, he was altogether unable to distingnirii 
between the vocabularies of the three, that like 
tributary streams, kept pouring in, to form the 
grand stream of his peculkr language. It was 
nearest to the lAatgug, Franca pei4uips,'iii which 
the motley rabble of the Mediterranean seaports 
attemptto eiqplain thdr thoughts or wants. 
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FamgMtBf, sakkevoiy ^guide-book, ate not 
so rude as to laugh at our miapronouncialioii of 
th«r language. Are tb^ uotPtH-On what do 
their thousand and one faro» against the Enj^idi 
turn than on misprdnotmcaaUon ; they do laugh, 
and laugh heartily. The only diflhfencc is, that 
they ridicule behind our backs, what we neaxke at 
upon the spot, and forget. Captain Bdkham- 
bers, however, making love in Us lAnffua^ was 
an object too ridicukias for nattonai pc^iteness 
to redst smiUng at. I diould attempt to give 
A sample, wece I not afraid that it would be 
too polyglot for intdligibility* 

The countess sat in ber boK at Ae Fergohf 
or Florentine opeca, on the stage of which sc^ne 
vretdied Tuscan sheers, e&otuaily aided by 
an English tenor, were murdering a piece of 
Cimavosa: none Imt a British <»* a Fkirentine 
ear, both equally fEimous for Bcootianism, could 
have endured the dnoord. The au^ence were 
tu)t much afPected by the pathetic strains of the 
Neapolitan composer, being as much engaged in 
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mutual talk aud pbsenri^ti^n as in the most far 
niente rout, 

^* Do observe that Zingaro^^ said the Countess 
Beiguardi to the only companion of her box, 
** that Admiis of at least a dozen Roman feet 
round the waist. He can scarcely breathe with 
fullness; but, if you believe him, he is affected 
with a plethora of love — him with the sanguine 
visage, and bald head of most epicurean sleek- 
ness. That b the British Adoticino you have 
heard tell of: he ccmsiders himself quite killing.*^ 

^^ So it appears. . His toilette must have cost 
more pains than that of any belle in the pircle.^ 

'^ He has learned that 'tis unfashionable to 
listen to the opera, so he turns his back uppn 
the scene, and casts furtive glances, all around 
on every female, not by the way of admiring 
thw beauty, but of giving the, world to .und^r^ 
stand the very familiar and secret iftimacy.tluit 
exists between him and them. How very jsru- 
dent and considerate he se^ms of reputations 
that do not even know, the fcjlpw. We ,m^y. 
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despise our own countrymen, cdtci^ in j*dm(^ " 
points, but truly these Britons exceed the jjenin- 
sula in the impudent and the ridiculous.^ 

" Ha g^isto quello nondimeno — ^he has dome ' 
taste at any rate, this fellow,^ observed the 
Countess'^s flattering companion. 

^^ Consummate impertinence say rather^ in 
fixing his grey gloating eyes on me.** 

" I« he not rich ?'' 

" Come un sorcio — ^poor as a mouse." 

"Nor noble?" 

" Neasuno la conosce — no one knows him. 
I asked Lord B J^ 

" Why, I thought all the English were one 
or other.*^ 

'^ Thanks to their dignified air and our wor- 
shipful credulity.** 

" On what pretensions then rests he his suit to 
the Countess Beiguardi ?** 

" That is precisely what I am dying to dis- 
cover. He vows that no two beings can be so 
congenial in taste and dispo^tion.** 
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<^ MaBaT^;itA*— he is an ^onateur <^ musjc- 
then?^ 

<< Knows not a tenor ftom a basso^ the bar-^ 
barian. And when I asked him if he liked 
Mozart, he pcmdered profoundly for a time to 
disoover who Mo»art was; and at length replied, 
that he did not think the Mosaic m Florence so 
perfect as at Bome.^ 

** He prides himself then in the love and 
knowledge of painting ?^ 

^^ Could not tell a Raphael firom a Rubens. 
He went to sleep in the Tribune of the Gallery ; 
and waked up to remark what damned thick legs 
the Venus had gotten.^ 

^^ Perhaps he is a poet. For I observed that 
the crowds isi English^ who xxime from England 
hither, dubbed with that title^ esteem it no 
shame to proliMs not <mly an %n(irance, but a 
c(Hitempt for the aster arts.**^ 

^ True, Aey oome here by the sowes, sad 
Oodis, more ridicnloos io their admiration than 
their contempt; but the CapUano 'is ncme of 
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these. He is the vary Aregh tsi AiSheiom. Hk 
profession is arms, yet he appears to me never to 
have seen a i>\r^oh soldier <if tbt old liatM. Hfe 
corset seems to be lis only fcsfe; deaervedlylns 
pride mil be his dealii, for burst its kcngs he 
must some (fay or «lbar« I made him kneel^asd 
plead the other daj in hopesof the catastivf^/' 

^^ You seem resolved to ponish lus imperti- 
nence.'* 

^' In good dme no doubt an <q[)portuiiity wiil 
crfFer.'* 

little aware of any prepoasessicm existing 
against Inm in the mind of liieCountess, the gal- 
lant Ci^tidn oontinued hk suit, «id by all the 
ways, that an ignorant, vain, ocMJiearted perw- 
eutor in the shape ot a iov^ oouk} render himsdf 
disagreeable and ridiculous, did Belkhamber. 
No Itafianfanuseis^utagaiBiithiHiwholHnthe 
requi^te impudoice to^enter it*: there exists in 
that agreeable land no domestic cfecle, no chdr- 
Ynk fan^y tfet, who amuse tbemediFes at wfaist 
or tea, dsfeadcid fecm introtton by the mernd's 
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ready lie* Tike doocs of hafy know not how to 
look-^lMirefaefl, palaoes, cabmt, and even gools^ 
are aceesiiUe and egresaible at all times. So 
that thire ftsuilor is in Tcry truth a bore, that is, 
if females in such a land were not prepared and 
armad for all such impertinmoes or agi-imens, 
just as one pleases to consider them. The 
Captain found these wajrs of life extremely 
convenient; although he could hare perhaps 
imfHXived upon the«i^ Count Beiguardi, for 
example, never thought of kicking htm down 
stfliirs^ as fin England be certainly would have 
done: the County on the contrary, was poUte, 
and called bim bis r0tj dear friend. But then 
the Count* in all b» amsty, never thought ot 
addng his yery d^ar fi^end «to dinner. This 
latter particulqr wae^ in: the Capitain's o^Hnion, 
susceptible of improvement. However, it was 
somecoinfort to be frte of the salocm, evenif not 
so. of the refe<^ory. 

Time, said BeUchambers to himaelf, time and 
perseverance will conquer any woman. I will 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



I ttsaARi. 105 

make sure of every avenue, mni thet i . 

Aconrding to this maxim, havk^ fiiade Idd 
approach leisurely, the Captaiik began to medi- 
tate speaking* forth mcHe boldly. But the mt 
and wilful dullness of tiie Italian baffled him ; 
a flush of resentment even, he perceived onc^ or 
twice to colour the fair visage that he' addressed. 
It is strange, Bellchambers bethought hhn, I 
never dreamed c^ obstacles like these in th'is 
unconstrained land. The CountesB, however, 
he recollected, was a step abo^e his former* 
dmngs ; and some^^etiquette- might exist; neoes« 
i^ary to the genteel and roguliir '«aaEin^;emtotf 
of these - matters. Upon inquiiyi the ^ iBnglishman 
finind hia sumiss&wMi I'eaqJect to this ^etiquette 
ooiTfcct He leaim^ ihat in- Italy, sis elsewhere, 
PlutfiawaS'tfae: gdaffdian o£^l^ skrkte e^ LoVe, 
&ad in Qidec diat suck U i ttc U H jiitic *preBminariey 
might not be' diiCQCised l^tlsiseiebo^prdfes^ 
themselves mutually attachedNfrotoi^ the purest' 
m^tives^ thfirenwereregsltf? oabafestriors, ^trfibse 
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office it yfmM to aot the Mopcums in all sueb 
difdomacjr. 

The ruffiamo estaUidHOCient sMres a wqkU of: 
nonseiiae^ Uushe% m^d all that fdJy that the 
northems indulge in. It wwild be sudi 
outrageous mpdeety t9 feel asy q^ualms iu lis* 
tening to a jpfq/i»«jo»al gentle»um of this kiiid. 
And as do scmth^m temele is in the least 
insulted by an offi»*, bo^i^^er gross, the 
ruffian race thrive in gains, lies, and whole 
bones. The necessity of emfdoying a legitimate 
ambassadcMT of this tribe was hinted to our 
Ci^tain, who for divers reasons did not at all 
relish this dire necessity, inasmuch as the fellows 
are the veriest conmntrnts that ever haunted 
pazza. Convenient^ but expensive, thought 
Bellchambers, this making love by proxy; how- 
ever, at Borne we must cb, &c. 

The ruffiano was hired; the villains, although 
they lie nefariously in their audmous pn»nises, 
seldom scruple to perform their nnssion bcddly. 
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More tbanr <me hav^ been poignarded within 
these ten years, doing the behests of moral 
Britons : no doubt they cm. return the oom^ 
pliment,; though indeed odd-Uooded murd^is 
a crime very rare in Italy. Not to digress^ the 
ruffian of the present missimi failed not to 
p»fonn his onbassy, whidi the kdy heard, not 
unpvepaied, codly and witfaout indignation. 

^^ What has beafi your fee, my good fidend ?"" 
said the Countess 

^' Qu(xUro scudij fbur crowns, SSignora,^ re- 
plifiid the ruffian 

«< Her0 then are ei^t,'^ said the lady, <* and 
as much more shall be ycmr aft^ recompense in 
obeying meJ^ 

There needed no balanaing on the part of 
the professional ruffian between} the wdgbt of 
eight crowns imd that of four, and he aceord«* 
ingly expressed his willingness to serve the 
Countess in aught that she might prescribe. 

Her widies were dictated to tha ruffian, who, 
after duly liitaning to thdaa^ wtumed to^ hia 
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original employer with smiling visage of success.' 
" Siete un uomo feltcCj^ said the fellow to 
Bellchambers, ^^datemi miUafranchV^ Calling 
a man happy, and then demanding forty or fifty 
pounds of him, was a species of ccxigratulation 
that the Captain did not admire. But having 
gone so far, retreat would rum his character ; 
and want of generosity would have been even a 
more mgenious cause of failure, than want of 
fasdnations. It is but keeping a sharper look 
out for pigeons, thought Bellchambers: and so 
reconciling himself to the sacrifice, he made over 
all his worldly store to the avaricious Countess, 
as he supposed, in reality to the keen ruffiano, 

" ^Sta notte^^ said the fellow, " lei ti trovera 
qui — ^you will be here to-night at such an hour. 

There is a masquerade at Prince B ''& ; I 

will bring with me a disguisci and conduct yq\^ 
al vostro paradiso. 

After so serious a deposit, in the diape of 
purchase money, it may be supposed that the 
gallant Captain Bellchambers did not fail to 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



I ZIN6ARI. 169 

keep his appointment with the man of the 
piazza, who on his part failed neither at the place 
nor hour appointed. Under his arm he bore a 
sack containing the disguise, and told the English- 
man to follow him, and forward both walked 
from the piazza of the old palace of the Medici 
in the direction of the church of Santa Croce. It 
was one of the most solitary parts of the city, 
and that most removed from the residence of 
the Bieiguardis. But then home might be no 
prudent place for his mistress to receive him, 
and the Captain felt no mistrust whatever 
towards his kind conductor. 

Not far behind the church of Santa Croce 
they paused at a blank and lofty wall, which, 
after having reconnoitred a portal at some dis- 
tance, the guide declared there was an absolute 
necessity of scaling. With some, but not much 
demur the Captain obeyed, and both found 
themselves in a little time within the appcnnted 
precincts. Here the fellow produced the 
disguise, which was that of a Capuchin friar, 
VOL. II. I 
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the beard, the garment with its cord cincture, 
the cowl oovering the natural tcMusure ci the 
Briton's pate. 

Having enveloped himflelf in a similar habit, 
the ruffian led the way, entered the man^on, 
whose court they had gained by surmounting 
the wall, and cautiously ascending some intricate 
staircases, proceeded along an immense corri- 
dor or gallery, which. ir6m the Uttle resemblance 
it seemed to bear to that of a palace, excited at 
length the suspicions of Bellchambers. It was 
awful too, thus gliding silently through halls, of 
which the daily occupants were slumbering at 
hand, for most unamorous snores were the only 
sounds that struck upon tht gallant'^s ear. But to 
chide or to betray suspicion was both dangerous 
and late. 

The Captain followed his guide in doubt, 
who led the way to the chapel of the convent 
or nunnery, for such evidently the place now 
appeared to be : and on recollecting the charac- 
ter of such holy places, hope and confidence 
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once more revisited the Englishman's breast. 
They were at thdr height, when the ruffian, 
catching Bellchambers by the habit, pointed 
out to him a muffled figure, pacing expec- 
tantly in a little portico outside the chapel, 
but visible from it. The moonlight, though 
dim, rendered the form distinctly viable. 

" JB fa Coniessa — ^it is the Countess," said 
the ruffian, as he disappeared. And Bellcham- 
bers in ardour, but still cautiously approached 
.the expectant figure. It marked his steps, and 
advanced to meet him with an equal ardour. 
The Englishman sighed forth a tender greeting, 
ece he reached the object of his wishes. What 
was his amazement on hearing himself saluted 
in return by no feminine voice, as the kind and 
tender Martha, and, moreover, on finding himself 
Ifud hold on by the swain of the said Martha, 
who proved to be a Capuchin, as bearded as 
himself. 

Poor Bellchambers was thunderstruck with 
the trick or the mistake, he looked round for 

I 8 
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the traitorous ruffian ; but there was no mgn of 
him near. Meantime he was called to exert 
himself in his own self-defence, for the friar, 
taking his disappointment more pressing than 
the Captain seemed to do, was proceeding to 
take bodily vengeance of the intruder, whom he 
supposed to be some envioiis brother of the 
order. The real friar attacked like a bird of 
prey, imguibua erro«^o; whilst the mock friar 
with his British Bsts made terrible havoc amongst 
the featuresof his opponent. 

Leaving bis dients thus engaged, the mffian 
c(Mnpleted bis task by seeking the belfry of the 
convent, and exciting a peal from dbove, that 
roused every ihipafcf ecclesiastic, ^nd lay, prin- 
cipal and servitor^; from their couches ; who all 
poured of course to ithe oliapel,yas the place of 
general congregation, to learn what . accident, 
fire or earthquake, was betokened by that 
« fearful beU^' 

In their way. they fell upon the two oom- 
bataafts, endeavoarii^. * but too Isite to make 
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a retreat, breathless and bleeding, one of them at 
least from the nose. The mock-firiaf was seized, 
whilst the real accused him as a robber, whom 
he had heard steaUng in to plunder the treasures 
of the convent. The Capuchins l)elieved their 
brother ; and poor BeUchambei's was put under 
arrest upon a charge of sacrilegious robbery. 

For three whole days did the Captain remain 
in durance, before he dared to convey an 
account of his case to the ambassadcH:; but 
the horrors of prison at length overcame his 
fear of ridicule, and the gallant confessed the 
whole truth. Lord B— — rescued him from the 
hands of the friars; wlulst all Florence, English 
and Italian, joined the Countesd in her laugh at 
the impertinent suitor. Bellchambers made a 
precipitate escape from Italy altogether, be- 
taking himself to Bagneres, I believe, whither, 
he hoped, the history of his adventure could not 
reach. In the land h^ departed from, the 
Captain was never mentioned by any other 
nanie than the English Cvpuc]im--4l€appucciii 
Ingleae, 
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THE VATICAN. 



" I^ia, LlvoTflo* e Slenft ml dui pUM. 
Perch 'io sbriganni in fretU e in furin vogllo 
Di veder questa Roma e il boo Papatso." 

Alf/kbi. 



I RKMEHBER a pefsOD, bom in the Indks, 
and wafted for the first time to the^dmintif 
England, quitting the vessel in ivUdt he mbde 
the voyage for the nearest bargid IJiat he touM 
hail, ur^ng the boatmen to eottvef'^m £ar«rard 
with all the speed of oars-^be •eeiiie4 to tra^ 
with a reprieve for a brother in fai& po(iket>««4ei^ 
ing ashore at the Tower i^i^ ranng tlMugh 
the oldfortress with devouring eyo^ and still on. 
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until he reached not only St Fault's Churcb- 
yard, but Ae very summit of the edifice, where 
he in amsequoice arrived s<Mne very few minute 
after having put foot on Englidi ground. 

This one prime object in view was most satis- 
tadory to him, returning to the land of his fa- 
thers. His thoughts were not distracted amongst 
m hundred spots equally venerable ; the tower- 
ing dome of the cathedral, seen from afar, and 
long looked tar ere it was seen, held concentrated 
for him, in its lofty station, all the interest he 
fdit for the renowned metropolis. On reaching 
its summit he was satisfied — ^he had seen London, 
all of it; he was £ree of its marvels^' and had no 
roBtlesB anxiety to expkxreftirthdrtai^n^iately. 
He descflufed to< lusxUnneS! satis^^ ^ 

Most caties haif^ia gne^iid loagnet of the kind, 
which to liaya aoen ist to.haye seen th^ city — and 
to hafve paased ibcoiig^ the place witinHit be- 
holdii^ die great lion oi it^ is tantameum Do not 
faariag beei»tiiei^*«t^> St PeterV is m^ty 
and mi}CitiQ enough) ^oeilaifily) to be this amg- 
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net, even to imperial Rome ; but it is not so. 
One is full of antiquity on approaching the old 
spot, and all the glories of St. Peter's seem but 
of yesterday, when we pass in review all that we 
are to think of in connection with Rome. The 
postilions point out from far in the Campegna 
the distant, scarcely perceptible, dome to the tra- 
veller; but he is meditating the while on the 
Forum and the Capitol, and the glittering pin- 
nacle shown to him is gaped at, more as marking 
the spot where stand the ruins of the queen of 
ciUes, than as surmounting a modem pile, how- 
ever famed for sanctity' of grandeur. * 

St. Peter's imd the Vatican, In shorty formmt 
the first attraction to the- visitor : they^are sur- 
veyed at a distance, and reserved for a bonne 
houche^ while the newly arrived flings himself 
headlong down the Capitolihe descent, in search 
of temples, ruins, columns. Of these, in truth; 
he finds sufficient to occupy him for the first 
couple of days ; and if he be a youthful lover of 
antiquity, without the minute love towards par- 
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ticular objects borne by the antiquarian, a week 
may well pass over his head ere he turns his 
steps towards the dome of St. Peter'«. 
^ This is as it should be— the first week to the 
enjoyment of that host of reflections which spring 
up on beholding those scenes, and which are 
best, indeed only, to be enjoyed, in solitude. And 
then we may recur to the study of man, speci- 
mens of which now crowd in reality, as well as 
in efiigy, the halls, aisles, and galleries of the 
borgo St Pietro. ' - 

For my own part, after arriving in Rome, I 
Jiad spent a week without seeking any one in the 
shape of friend or acquaintance ; even letters of 
introduction lay neglected and forgotten, so over- 
powered ivas I by the realization of my earliest 
dreams. ^ I rose early to wander and search, 
book in hand,— ^£6r any other than a mute Cice- 
rone of the kind, however imperfect, is insuffer- 
able ; and returned to let the graver of memory 
run over in dreams, the scenes and objects that 
had traced themselves on my mind in the day. 
I 3 
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It was a week of unbroken solitude, of dsep; 
indescribable enjoyn^ut, that will uev^ pass 
from my mind* 

Satiety, however, will succeed the highest 
enjoyments ; and in that hour, when the turn, 
the revolution of sentiment takes fdece, Ae mind, 
if it be forced still to r^ard the same objects, 
is apt to depreciate them, and become at length 
determinately disappointed. In this case, it is 
adviseable to Emerge into life a litde, and con- 
template fitan,— an occupation best performed in 
that sharp and cynic humour produced by Imv- 
ing become tired of things. 

Owing to a resolve similarly produced, my 
steps were at length directed to St. Petor's, 
whither, it was evident on approaching the bridge 
of Angelo, that crowds of my fellow Zmgari 
were betaking themselves. I mingled with the 
well-dressed throng— all looked dandies by the 
side of the slovenly Romans— and aftar travers- 
ing the fihhy api»roach, did at length arrive in 
the famous piazza. The first glance, I must 
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confess, was one of disappmntnitHit : tbe vast 
«rea endosed by the droukur oolotriiacUt, tod 
rendered much gmaller in appearanoe tium what 
it really it by that endosure, has the dfect of 
dwarfing tbe front of the cathedral itadf. That 
front too, eoonnous ai it is, if fnCtered by ks 
attics and oonpartmems. No just idea of its 
givadeur is ioemed^ till one is «t the very portal 
and can see the breadth of the odumas ;-^tbe 
magnitude of the whole is only arrived at from 
the magmtude of the part8*^«t manifest defect, 
diared, I believe, by all buildings of more than 
ordinary greatness and extent 6t Paul's is 
/Oioreatriking; perhaps because you cannot be 
said to get a view <^ it, dU you are overcast with 
its shadow. The sky, or mere often indeed the 
douds, are seen behind the upper outline of 
our cathedral ; whereas the Romau is relieved 
agunst a hill that stands behind it. St PeterV 
too wintts isolation : the Vatican gro^s, like an 
enormous and unnatural excrescence, no wise 
beautiful in itself from one of the rides of the 
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catfaedral ; whilst a little building of Pius die 
Sixth's, like the vestry-room of aa English 
diurch, spoils it more on the other, imd is itself 
insignificant 

In truth, no work of man*s head and hands 
more exemplifies the vulgar proverb of Too 
mamf cooks^ ^c: by its junction with the Vati- 
can and by the colonnades, the isolated grandeur 
of the building was abandoned. The colon- 
nades once resolved on, all should have been 
sacrificed to the grandeur of the front, which 
would have been perfect, if the dome rose imme- 
diately behind and over it, instead of which the 
dome is at the rear of the building, spoiled noi 
only in its own grandeur, but as an aid to that 
of the building. The exterior was first sacri^ 
ficed to the interior ; and the colonnades were 
then invented as an after-thought jto redeem the 
parvity of the former; instead of redeeming,, 
they ren4er it more conspicuous. They are use- 
ful, however, in hiding unsightly walls and 
filth— and that is a reason — ^a very Italian one. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



I ZINGAKI. 181 

however : — Filth, hovels, and wretchedness eiist 
near the precincts of a palace. The Italian 
would never think of removing such, but builds 
a magnificent colonnade to conceal them. 

But I wander in such discussions. At the end 
of the colonnade the carriages draw up, and after 
a short ascent, a mean little brick and vaulted 
passage, conducts the visitors into an interior 
square of the Vatican. Figure to yourself, good 
reader, an old stage coach London inn-yard, the 
Bell, or Boar, or the Swan with many necks, 
any of those ; if you should chance to have ever 
been in one — call to mind the surrounding 
apartments, the tiers of galleries open to the 
day. Such, on a large s<»1e, but scarcely more 
magnificent, is this court of the Vatican ; yet in 
these apartments around are the chief works of 
ancient and of modem art ; and yon galleries, 
so insolently compared to the crazy proppings 
of a London inn of past centuries, have been 
adorned minutely by the pencil of Raphael and 
his disciples. 
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Here flock the Zingari to the riirine of their 
Miortttion,realoraffMted; f or thare are as numy 
hjrpocrites m the devotkm of sentiment and taste, 
as in that of religi(Hi. Mounting another stair- 
oaae you enter the gallery. 

<^ Are there no catalogues to buy 1^ demanded 
a Zingaxo, who had no idea of an exhibition 
without a catalogue. Somerset-house was never 
worth looking at without one. 

** There are no catalogues,^' replied the porter, 
^^ the new one has not been, finished." 

<< Come, Mrs. R. let us turn baek,^' said the 
votary of the fine arts, withdrawing his step 
from the Vatican, *^ we will return, another day, 
when the catalogue is finished. When will 
the catalogue be finished, my buon uomo f*' 

The porter, who did not seem at all flattered 
by this appellation of buon uomoj and who 
looked, as if he said <^no more buon uomo than 
yoiu: worship,'^ re^^ed, that it might not be 
finished this year; 

** There now Mrs. R. ; I never knew you to 
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have better £n*tune in your plans ; here we have 
come to Rome, the very year of ^ others that 
the Mineum <tf the Vatkan is wi^ut a cata- 
logue, when we riumH be able to know Apollp 
from Hercules, nor the sculpture of Phicfias 
from that of Canova.'" 

** It is truly awkward," said the lady, ^* but 
we must make the best ol iV* 

And in entered the Zingari, hopeless, plea- 
8ure4ess and catak)gue4ess, to survey rows of 
statues, of which diey had not the means of 
learning the names or the excellence. 

*< What .scoundrels these Romans," reflected 
Mr. R. ^ because they know goodfrom bad, and 
are aequaahted with all the gods in marble, to 
think we are to know as much from inspiration. 
Here we are vioting the Vatican, not daring to 
opoi our mouths for fear of a Uunder; and for the 
same reason forbidden ev&r hereafter to pretend 
that we have been here. It would be so fooli^, 
if cross-questicmed, to be convicted of not having 
known which was the Apollo Beividere.'^ 
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<^ I shouldnH wonder^ Mr. R., if that were the 
Apollo Belvidere,'' said the lady, pointing to a 
clumsy god that stood in a row with the tiers etat 
of ancient relics. ^' It has something of the look.^ 

**And I wonder,*' replied the more critical 
husband, ^'that you could not remember the 
cast better. ' Why, the Apollo has fit kind c^ top- 
knot on his head, whereas this fellow has smooth 
locks."" 

' Winkellman could not set an erring student 
right with greater acumen, or in more unerring 
taste. 

Owing to the wi|lk,or drive through Roman 
sunshine, that always preceded my arrival 
at the Vatican^ I never entered it without 
experiencing a d7ow3y inclination, and traced 
its Iabyrinth8,-r:y0ry l^Jbyrinths in truth, — in 
a most dreamy mood, .which the apartments 
and sunxninding ^j^ots were well calculated 
to favour.. The, gfd}ecy fii»t ent^f^ is one of 
inscriptioosy chi^y fimeaeeal onas ; and many, 
who have no conception of the mass df treasures 
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that yet await their eyes in far apartments, are, 
on a first visit, often tempted to linger here, as 
on a May day in a picturesque English church- 
yard, spelling quaint inscriptions. The Diis 
ManibuSy that generally commences the Heath^i 
epitaph, is awful;* there is little piquancy in 
them, and no rhyme, a circumstance that: ex- 
ceedingly astonished a young lady from Hamp- 
stead, whose amazement I heard expressed 
upon the spot. These funereal inscriptions are 
chronrfogically arranged. To the plmn, Roman 
capitals that record the death and marked the 
ashes of the Romans of the Republic and the 
early empire, succeed the dove and olive branch, 
accompanied by some pious motto of the early 
Christians. There is something' touching in 
these earliest popular memonals of our religion. 
Then appears the Greek again, but ill-written, 
and scratched, and indeed as piety increases, 
the inscriptions become more ille^ble, barba- 
rous, and uncouth. . And the arts seem at length 
to have declined to that pitch, that the chisel 
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oould not even produce a legible inscription of 
afew lines, I must express myself Goth oiough 
to hove lingered here, as long as in the chambers 
painted by the divine RafEselle ; and have fdt 
insfMred by these rude stcnries and graven charac- 
ters, when not a spark of sentiment was inspired, 
by the miracles which the artist's pencil has 
immortalized. 

The Zingari, however, hurry on, and I with 
them, up a little staircase into a small apart- 
ment, containing the famous Torso, a le^ess, 
headless, even ahoulderless prodigy of art 
No where could the mxoSle wluoh Byron so 
beaodf uUy and sentimentally makes use of— <^ the 
mirror, shivered into a thousand fragments, 
but still each fragment preserving its perfect 
image ^-*be better applied than to the glorious 
relics of Grecnan art. The imagination can 
here restore in an instattt for its own enjoy- 
ment those mutilated forms to perfecticxi, which 
the diiael of the modem would in vak attempt. 

Whither tlie crowd is borne afterwards into 
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that world of marUe life, I forget exactly. One 
wondars on, like Thalaba, in the midst of 
wonder and riches; and the tortuous windings 
of the palace increases the pleasing delu^n. 
No history can convey an adequate idea of the 
swolkn grandeur of the emperors, if not tmited 
with the spl^tidid illustration, if it may be so 
called, of their magnificent memorials in por- 
phyry and marble here preserved. How amus- 
ingly contrasting strike us in these solemn 
UmpleBf tor they are such in our veneration, 
the mUvCj astoni^ed countenance of English 
girls, and ijie unmoved features of their worthy 
parent periiaps, who thinks too much admi- 
ration inconsistent with the dignity of an Englidi- 
man« and affects indifPerence^ as he gazes, by some 
trivial act, the slappuig of a cane against the 
floor, an under^toned hum, or a would-be 
whistle :-**it would da^agate so mudi from his 
Bnportance to be obs^rv^ in uncurbed admira- 
tion ereti of the magirifloenee of the Dmmn. 
Thence we enter the hidl of historic sculpture. 
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where the efiSgies of all celebrated in ancient 
story are preserved ; — the old Romans, their 
wives, and children, an interesting field for con- 
templation if the conjectures and bickerings of 
antiquaries did not render it one of uncertiunty 
and doubt. Further is a chamber, that might 
serve as an ancient Buffon, zoology in marble, — 
birds and beasts — quite a petrified menagerie. 
And beyond these is the Cortile of the Belvidere. 
A fountain Sub Dio plays in a drcular space, 
around which are four separate little buildings — 
temples they might be called — ^gods, however 
fallen, inhabit them. The Apollo occupes one, 
the Antinous another, &c The contemplator is 
for the time shut out from a view of the others ; 
each is isolated in its grandeur ; and the spectator 
thus left as it were tete i tSte with the marble 
divinity, is impressed with awe undissipated, 
undistracted. The circumscribed space much 
increases the efiect ; it wears within the air of 
a sanctuary ; visitors even the most boisterous 
hush their rude voice on entering, as though 
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it were a chapel, and pour forth theur tribute 
of admiration in a subdued tone. I have, seen 
some lovely Zingari as' much awed and abashed 
before the statue of the Apollo, as if they were 
undergoing presentation to a mighty sovereign, 
their look even of admiration was askance, and 
their voice a whisper. 

Groups and parties pass in succession through 
these cells — ^there is scarcely room indeed for 
two knots of company, and there is a politeness 
in not disturbing a worshipper in his contem- 
plations. It is annoying to have just marked 
a silent and admiring group depart,- and be 
followed by a pair of cold, prattling con- 
noisseurs, who feeling no portion of awe or 
inspiration ttom the sight, proceed to analyze 
some minat beauty df the work. The vo- 
ciferous, gesticulating, teal, Itahan connoisseur 
is bearable ; but the BiS&cted Zingaro, who 
utters the same cant, not with the ItaKan^s 
vulgar and natural ardour, but in his country's 
cold, fashionable, apathetic tone, is such an 
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antidote to both subUme and beautiful^ that 
to enjoy aught except the prc^r ridicule of 
the perscmage in his company were impossible. 

But abandoning the marbles, turn we to the 
Camercy that Raphael has painted— here is a 
famed place for expatiating, loudly speaking at 
the same time to a friend, but at all presept. The 
Zingari seldom know what to make of these 
dingy, faded, walls, and pass the immortal 
frescoes most contemptuously ; sculpture of 
excellence speaks a plainer language, and is 
more generally understood — ^it ranks higher too 
at Rome, especially amongst our countrymen, 
who of course prize most th^re the excellence, 
which is the rarest in their native land. Here 
from mom till night, whilst gay crowds are 
passing, casting but a desultory glance, lingers 
the German artist, so much an admirer of 
liaphael and his master Perugino, that he is 
clothed in die costume of their figures, in a sh<^ 
surtout of ample skirt, his old garment cur* 
tailed into as much resemblance as possible to 
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iiis beau ideal of drapery. They wear also 
the fflnall scull-cap, something like those of our 
blue-coat boys, with long locks flowing behind 
fitxn beneath it, and a triangular beard, with a 
base ri^dly rectilinear. With what haughty con- 
tempt they regard the dandy airs of our artists, 
who visit, in their turn, the slovenly, shabby 
poverty of thdr German brethren with a similar 
feeling. 

The celebrated collection of paintings beloogr 
ing to the Vatican is huddled up in a suite of 
garrets, to which I shall not ask the reader to 
mount, lest he should think that I am writing a 
guide to the Vatican. We will pause for a 
moment however in the uppermost gallery, from 
whence a view extends seldom equalled— -the 
square to St. Peter^s lies immediately beneath — 
the greater part of Rome, all the modem city is 
visible, and the most distant house is as con- 
q>icuou6 to the eye, however minute in per- 
spective, as the street inunediately adjoining. 
To the north west the view is bounded 
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by the blue Appenine, wild as if civilization had 
never haunted its vicinity, or the first city of the 
universe had not existed for ages at theb feet. 
No country can be more bleak, more wild ; and 
that which is now but in too true unison with 
the city, must in its days of pride have formed 
a striking contrast with its splendour and its 
luxury. There rolls the yellow Tiber through 
yon waste, in the same livery as that which 
procured it an epithet in the days of its glory 
and divinity ; washing, Uk^ the stream of time, 
now a vast extent of desert and monotony, then 
rushing amidst palaces and piles, and mag- 
nificence and space, and again sweeping along 
between reedy and inglorious margins to the sea, 
where it merges. 

But the bright tints of day are already 
crimsoning into, those of evening; the hum of 
life in the city below arises more loud and busy, 
than it did in the stillness and slumber of noon, 
and crowds of Zingari, hurrying down every 
staircase, and pouring across the court, warn me 
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to quit the precincts of the Vatican. All 
betake themselves to St. Peter's, to promenade 
in its aisle, and wait till the vesper service is 
chaunted this feast day of Heaven knows what 
martyred saint. We enter. It is not like 
centering a hall, but passing from one open 
region to another — from beneath a blue sky to 
beneath a golden one, so high the gilded roof 
and vaulted dome rear themselves over head. 

What a mixture ! what contrasts ! here creeps 
the ragged and bent votary, shuffling to some 
favourite shrine or chapel, where he kneels alone 
to his devotions, heedless of our gay country- 
men who pass by laughing at the would-be 
witticism of some dandy, whose heels and 
spurs most irreverently salute the sacred pave- 
ment. These are the established at Rome, 
whose sight-seeing task has been concluded, and 
who shew that they are free of Roman mysteries, 
and at home even in the very shrine of papal 
idolatry by the nonchalance and mirth with 
which they promenade its aisle. More lately 
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Digitized by VjOOQiC 



194 I ZINGAEI. 

arrived visitors betray themselves by upturned 
aspects, full of wonderment and strangeness, 
the pupils of their eyes extended as if it were 
dark midnight, eager to grasp aU, the very 
mouth forgotten to be shut since the utterance 
of its last speech, such is the intensity of 
curious enjoyment. These as they up-gaze at 
the lofty roof, disturb the ranks of a pro- 
cession* or trample upon some old supplicant, 
that has knelt down in mid aisle to devotion: 
— some grow dizzy with the magnitude, the 
crowd, the diversity of objects, and cover their 
eyes for an interval to recover from a state too 
like a dream . How amusing then is the astonish* 
ment of the children? Behold yon fine, red- 
cheeked, jacketed En^sh boy — how he stares 
at the passing monk, marvels at his robe, his 
gait, his humility, his mortified aspect, his 
shaven crown — how he pesters his amazed parent 
with questions— anon a procession meets him — 
it brays forth a chaunted prayer, that resounds 
throughout the vaulted cathedral like thunder 
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^-r the boy is actually frightened at the imponng 
pomp of catholici«n. 

Here one may believe himsdf on ^Change ; 
here lies are broached, and news retailed, 
piiyate and political, defan^tory of person or 
of government The rustle of silks, the sliding 
of slippers, the chatter of fen^de gossips are 
heard in the intervals of the chaunt and the 
psalms, that break jgorth from some department 
or chapel of the cathedral; and the great 
business of sodety, viz. inquiries for health 
and propagation, of anecdote, is carried on in 
the temple, in the very face of religion. To 
add to the motley assembly, there is a tribe 
of Armenian catholics, who come here to per- 
form their devotions, and one of them astounds 
us northerns by the sight of an oriental figure 
kneeling in this universal temple. 

As you approach the great altar beneath the 

dome, the true votaries become distinguished 

from the Zingari visitors, who avoid the ^ine, 

stroll round admiring the once golden, but now 
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only gilt lamps, and framing, and stand aloof to 
observe each Roman devoutly kiss the bronze 
toe of St. Peter. The toe and n^ of the 
apostle are worn to the quick, by the mere dint 
of devout kissing, and shine a splendid proof of 
the strenuousness of southern osculation. 

After having mingled in the crowd below, 
it is pleasing to mount the dome and view from 
the gallery above, the groups scattered over the 
tesselated pavement, and listen to the hum that 
arises. Ranged around the circle beneath the 
cupola stand the confessional boxes, the occu* 
pation of which is marked by a wand affixed to 
the door; this with a glimpse caught of the 
kneeling figure of the penitent is all that ife 
visible of this famous custom of the Roman 
church, so associated in our minds, thanks more 
to our romancers than to our diviiies, with such 
a load of monkishness and horror. 

The crowd at length deserts the aisle; and 
the gay chariot of the Briton rolls along beside 
the gilded house on springs of the Cardinal, 
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away from the Borgo St. Pidro to the more 
fashionable regions of the Pincian and the 
Place of Spain. 
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THE GROGRAMS. 



Mister and Mistress Grogram were an ex- 
tremely honest and respectable couple, that 
weary of their " childless hall" in Warwick- 
shire, drove with their own sleek horses, and 
sleeker coachman, to the great annoyance of all 
three animals, over the Alps. The sleek coach- 
horses were soon eaten up, all except the tails, as 
an Irishman would say, by flies and musquitos ; 
and Mr. or rather Mrs. Grogram was induced 
to exchange the pair of skeletons with a Par- 
mese Count for a bit of stucco framed in a glass 
case, with a fragment of a nose represented 
thereou, consisting of two transverse strokes of 
a brush, said to be by the inimitable Cor- 
reggio. 
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Squire Grogram hated the smell of the sea, 
and therefore hated all the contment, bang 
transmarine. His most frequent moral reflec- 
tion, exeited by travel, was that he had not 
seen a morsel of beef worth eating since he left 
Dover ; and that article of food being wretched 
throughout all Lombardy, he hurried to Flo- 
rence, being told that the Tuscan market was 
supplied with excellent meat. He was not dis- 
appointed. Better roasting viands are not to be 
found before the doors of the Fleet-prison, than 
may be carved in Tuscany ; and if the rogues 
could be persuaded not to stuJET, anoint, and 
otherwise in every possible way odorize their 
sirloins with garUck, an Englishman might fancy 
himself at home for all the supererogatory sun- 
shine. Aleatico is no bad substitute for port ; 
the liquor having the i^rength, one may com- 
pound with its sweetness. And a lump of ice 
covered with the juice of the right purple gi'ape, 
forms a beverage that even Grogram declared 
supreme. 
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What could have led the worthy mail to 
emigrate I cannot determine; he himself 
averred, it was to recover a very good appetite 
that he had been always blessed with, until 
latterly it had begun to decline. For myself, I 
believe in my heart, the cause was no other than 
Mrs. Grogram's peremptory will, who being a 
first cousin to the Ramsbottoms, was bitten by 
that travelled and literary family, and thence 
seized by an unconquerable desire to visit 
foreign parts. 

Grogram was one of those very few of the 
John. Bull tribe, who did not make the attempt 
to fling off hoofs and horns on passing the 
Alps. With George the Second, he abhorred 
" poetry and painting,^ which unfortunate 
arts, as discarded by her lord, Mrs. Grogram 
took under her especial protection. Grogram 
liked Turin, " it was a Christian city,*' he said, 
'^ where a inan might find his way, the eating 
good, the Asti excellent, and the appetite 
always on the alert, owing to the sharp air of 
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Mount Snee ;^ a Piedmontese, he averred, 
would think nothmg of eatmg a bundle of sticks 
with his dinner. — " Sticks, Mr. Grogram ?*" — 
" Aye, Sir, 8;ticks, a kind of brittle canes, which 
they devour as bread. Like ^g;-shells they 
help digestion.'' 

Grogram censiured the Milanese as block- 
heads, for calling a parcel of white pinnacles a 
dome, a sapient piece of criticism in which 
even Mrs. G. joined ; who observed, moreover, 
that the course was a pretty place on the top of 
a wall for driving, very pleasant only for a 
number of horse-seijeants, that kept drilling the 
carnages in a most tormenting manner, as if the 
Milanese troops drove in.carriagef, and, charged 
the enemy in chariots, like the qld Britons in 
the bediming pf Goldsmith^s l^story . 

Venice, Mrs. Grpgrapfi liad, heard, and con- 
sequently Mrs. Grogrtpii believed, to have been 
built on wood, which wood floated with all the 
superincumbent edifices. The wag, who ventured 
so far would have been, contented with having 
K 3 
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passed so much on the good folks* credulity. 
The sagacity of the Grograms went further, 
and agreed, " If it ^oats surely it may sail.'* 
" No doubt,'' quoth tlie ready informant, " the 
city does once a year sail round the Mediter*- 
ranean, there are three tall red masts in the 
midst of St. Mark's Place, if you observe, to 
which the sails for wafting the city are sus- 
pended." So much were the poor Zingari sub- 
dued and set astray from confidence in their 
common sense, by the wonders of Italy, that 
although they did not altogether believe this 
Gulliver's tale, yet they actually argued the 
point, and asked the pos^bilitjr of such a thing's 
being the case, of a oountrjonan, on whose saga- 
city they relied. 

When Grogram arrived in Florence in search 
of sunshine and prime beef,%e must have pro- 
pitiated his good genius to keep him from the ex- 
treme of the ridiculous ; for attempting to reach 
the famed gallery in company with his spouse, a 
lumbago seized him in the third huge flight of 
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the staircase, and forbade any farther ascent! 
and Mrs. Grogram was abandonied alone to all 
the absurdities that the very atmosphere of a 
great picture gallery is fraught with to any of the 
Zingari. What havoc to be sure the poor lady 
did make in that part of the Cruscan vocabulary, 
which the artist tribe have formed for their own 
peculiar use. 

These, however, are an every day species of 
blunders, so common, that I should not stoop to 
glean them, but for another whim of Mrs. G.'*s 
that is really well worthy of record. No rural 
q)ouse of chaste England loved her lord more 
than did the lady in question. To wrong the 
good man, even in thought, was remote from her 
virtuous mind — ^but people come abroad to be 
fashionable, said Mrs. Grogram, we keep our 
carriage, Mr. Grogram, and what can the best 
lord of the land here do more. 
" Well, my dear,'' said Grogram. 
But the lady kept her concluaon to her owr 
proper Inreast. 
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This was, that having servants, horses, car- 
riages, and all the insignia of wealth and rank, 
she should, like foreign ladies favoured with 
those blessings, superadd to them the conve- 
nience of a clciaheo. Blame me not for the 
word, delicate reader — ^Mrs. Grogram spoke it 
in the best pronounciation she might, the pair of 
words, now used as a more decorous synonyme, 
being too venturous for the lady'^s bocca BrU 
tanno to attempt. Far from her ima^nation 
at the time was an indelicate or unchaste idea — 
is it not strange, that in these connections be- 
tween the sexes, foreigners can at once yield to 
vice, yet at the same time preserve dignity; 
whilst the unskilful British unite the mere sem- 
blance of vice to all that is ridiculously attached 
to it? Practice, practice it is that makes per- 
fect; certain it is that in Italians' we are pre- 
pared to overlook a thousand acts that would 
ruin one of ourselves for ever. 

Some " damned kind friend" must have per- 
suaded poor Mrs. Grogram of the absolute ne- 
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cessjty of this requisite to Italian fashion — " in- 
deed what is a lady now-a-days even in Eng^ 
land,'' said this friend, " without an ami de la 
maisouj at least without a delicate approach to 
one ?■" Mrs. G. felt quite out of squares, and 
more ashamed of her honest husband'^s company, 
than if his days of wooing were only then draw- 
ing to a termination.. Unfortunate was the 
wight, young or old, on whom she could lay 
hands. Several young visiting acquaintances 
were at first highly flattered by the condescend- 
ing attentions of Mrs. G. — ^but after a little 
time, each drew back iu affiight from the fore- 
seen vengeance of Mr. Grogram, which seemed 
as a necessary consequeot upon such desperate 
friendships. Moreover^ though a comely per- 
sonage, the dame had few of the attractions 
necessary to bind an Englishman to a remarked 
and ridiculous place by her side. A companion 
in her carriage, an arm at a route, was all the 
wish of Mrs. Grogram — the fashion of the thing 
in short. But no— it was impossible. Not one 
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of her countrymen could she find amenable 
enough for the office, one that would conde- 
scend and at tlie same time comprehend die 
spirit of the pure and chivahric devotion 
1^ hich is its essence. 

Numerous were her experiments and attempts, 
so numerous indeed, that they at last exdted 
universal attention, and Mrs. Grogram^s anxious 
desire to catch a cavalier became the private 
jest of her acquaintance. She at first flew high, 
and deemed herself equal to attach men of inde- 
pendence, rank and fashion. Mrs. Grogram 
beheld similar thraldrom exercised over beings 
as worthy by Italian dames, of no more wealth 
nor comeliness of person than had fallen to her 
own share; but the poor lady wanted the 
sceptre of fascination, and knew as little how to 
weave those bands of gossamer, as her liberty- 
loving countrymen knew how to submit to 
them. So that she was at last compelled to 
limit her aims to whomsoever she could catch ; 
and her angling was very amusing. 
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Same beaus she succeeded in holding for an 
evening, some for the next day, but beyond 
three days could she find none of her country- 
men constant ; for folks seldom journey so far 
in search of a dinner, or even a seat in an old 
lady's equipage. Foreigners were all appalled 
by their respect for the punctilious dignity of 
an Englishwoman, and at the same time repelled 
by the countenance of the particular lady in 
question from daring to aspire to a placcj^for 
which by education they were fit; and poor Mrs. 
Grogram would have wandered over Italy un- 
fashionably, but thata certain Count, a real indu- 
bitable Count, though truly I cannot call to mind 
his name, paid Mr. Grogram a morning visit, 
for the purpose of- asking him if he wanted to 
be taught Italian, to have his shoes blacked, or 
if any menial office of the kind was vacant in 
his household, which he, the Count, would be 
most willing and ready to undertake. Luckily, 
however, the Italian noble prefaced his demand 
by considerable circumlocution, in listening to 
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ivhich Mrs. Grogram displayed so much affabi- 
lity and graciousness, that the subtle Italian 
tacked and slackened sail to observe, if some- 
thing better might not be made of Mrs. Gro- 
gram's mansion, than occupjring a situation thus 
altogether menial. The Count played his cards 
as skilfully as it behoves hungry-nien to do^ and 
he became soon the chosen friend of the Cctsa 
Grogrcm^^ as he called it in the best pronoun- 
ciatiQn he could. 

. I leave to the imagination of my reader to 
depict the lady and her attendant, conversing 
both in bad French, to the considerable amuse- 
^1ent of every English beholder ; — as to Italians 
they wished their countryman joy of his good 
fortune, and saw nothing whatever extraordi- 
nary in the aflair. 
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There is no absurdity, in the midst of the 
many absurdities of those impelled by the tra- 
velling mania, more reprehensible than that of 
bringing children abroad. For grown people, 
if the southern land abounds in evil example 
and contamination, theie is still instruction and 
the most liberal and delightful of amusements 
to counterbalance them ; but mere children are 
exposed to all the ill, without being ripe for any 
of the benefit. There is not only the habits, 
the objects they behold ; for the laxity of foreign 
morals extends . to an utter contempt of those 
minor decencies of life, the observance of which 
guards the purity of the English nursery : and 
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a child at that early age suffers all the con- 
tamination of which his years are capable by 
merely seeing, and at length becoming accus- 
tomed to the domestic ways of foreigners. But 
this is not all. Live as secluded as one may in 
Italy, the atmosphere of the English home' is 
left behind :— other topics engross the parent's 
thoughts and conversations— other objects, how- 
ever censured and rallied, are alluded to in their 
circle, than those which ih England would have 
been started. Then the servants— if they be 
foreign, a child might as well have a stone put 
about its neck and be thrown to perish, as have 
the least intercourse with them — if they be 
English, they must deteriorate in princif^ and 
ccmversation trebly as their masters. It is but 
natural. In all cases, what a school is youth 
introduced to. But it may be said, there is vise 
in England, in our best seminaries of education ; 
undeniably. But, I undertake to assert, it shows 
itself nowhere in England without the stamp 
and seal of wrong being i^pbn it — if indulged in 
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ever so much, the impression of its heinousness 
is felt — and conscience is left to its natural 
avenging and ^prohibitive terrors. But the cor- 
ruption of foreign life consists not so much in its 
greater extent or degree than elsewhere, but in 
the common-place, ordinary coolness with which 
it is regarded^— every thing is for the best^crime 
is a pastime-— deUcacy a prejudice. The inha- 
bitants of those countries are free, enlight- 
ened souls forsooth, who, however they may 
deign to stoop to the despotism of rulers, would 
scorn to bow before the dictates of virtue or even 
decorum. 

The advantages of travel consist either in 
seeing mankiiid, or in beholding those scenes 
whidi form the delightful food of the imagina- 
tion ever after. To view a lovely scene, one 
tuper-exninently lovely, is perhaps the greateait 
mental treasure one cim lay up ; it id perpetual, it 
is a lease for life of the spot in idea: but for either 
of those benefits or enjoyments children are not 
fit. Nay, more, their being introduced to those 
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scenes at an age, when they are incapable of esti- 
mating the beauty and majesty of them, incapable 
of associating them with sentiment, of being in- 
spired or impressed by them, not only affords 
them none of the pleasure that the mature mind 
would feel on beholding them, but further, by 
destroying the novelty, prevents them ever after 
from being struck with such, and enjoying them 
really. Bringing a child to Switzerland or 
Italy, and accustoming his infant eye to such 
scenes, is, to that faculty of mind which feeds on 
the sublime and fHcturesque in scenery, what 
dissipation and licentiousness is to the too youth- 
ful heart, both become prematurely usis; the eye 
of one is the heart of the other. A person accus- 
tomed from his infancy to noble scenery, never 
de^ribes it with imagination ; he may view it with 
a patriot's, but not a poet'^s eye. Switzerland has 
never produced a descripUve poet, has never 
inspired one of her sons. Even Rousseau, so 
eloquent in passion, and in the moral picturesque, 
fond as he was of nature^s scenes, does not pour- 
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tray them feelingly, tet any one, whose youth 
has been spent in the lovely but tame country 
of England, and who subsequently has beheld 
the Leman burst upon him from the east sum- 
mit of the Juira, say what would have been his 
loss, if when a child, he had been made to tra- 
verse that road without any of his present feel- 
ings of pleasure, and have so destroyed the no- 
velty and surprise that now form the principal 
component of his delight ! 
. But there are some worthy Zingari, with 
whom education is synonimous with a knowledge 
of chattering foreign tongues, and children are 
often dragged from their natural, pure or moral 
home, that they may learn French, Italian, 
music, dancing at the fountain . head of those 
arts. But the French, the Italian, the music, 
and the dancing will be forgotten, when the 
morals, or rather the mode of viewing and judg- 
ing morals acquired by youth in its travels, will 
never fade or be forgotten, and never cease to 
influence the life, feelings, and actions of those 
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unf(»luiiatiely accomplished at ao enormous a 
price. 

The question is, what is the proper age, at 
which men should travel P Certmnly not till 
certain prejudices are established^ which may 
enable them to see and despise, and certainly 
not till the powers of imagination and mental 
enjoyment are fully developed. After those 
classic studies have been completed, it must be 
supreme delight to youth to travel south towards 
the scenes, which in anticipated imagination, 
have been during almost all the years of their 
short life before them. They will be disap- 
pointed on beholding them, so greatly does the 
imagination outbuild the remains and ruins dF 
man^s grandeur, whilst it always falls short of 
the majesty of nature. What imagination could 
ever have approached in anticipated idea, Cha- 
mounix or Vevay — ^what poet ever hath not felt 
hb fancy shrink into insignificance before the 
sublime reality of those scenes. But how con- 
trary is the effect of Rome, its Capitol and its 
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Forum — then the reality is a mockery and a 
burlesque upon the colossal grandeur of our pre- 
conceptions. 

An Italian youth, or an English who has seen 
Rome in his boyhood, can scarcely, such is the 
real pettyness and insignificance of the objects, 
enjoy his classical reading after. To the boy 
iii4io has caught perch in the Avernus, the 
iEneid is a burlesque ; his imagination is super- 
seded, his ardour palled,, the whole fabric of his 
boyish happiness undermined. The sweetest 
dream of his life has been broken, and the plea- 
sures which he has been robbed of, are unpur- 
chaseable utterly. 

I have as yet considered the subject only as 
to its moral fitness : but many parents, driven 
themselves from ennui or curiosity to Italy, 
tarry their infant family with them, from no 
motives of education or of benefiting, but merely 
not knowing what to do with them. Such misma- 
nagement is oftenfatal. Leaving England, parents 
are not aware of the extreme unhealthiness of 
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the climate, the very great danger to which it 
exposes the lives, even of the <Jd— the youi^ 
^ run ten-fold danger. I am no physicum, aad 
would not here assume the language of one ; if 
the slight warning might not have the ^Reot of 
preserving the happiness 6f a family. For many 
English parents, affectionate as they are, have 
dragged their infants south, unaware of the 
danger they exposed them to, or of the -utter 
ignorance of southern practitioners. Poor By- 
ron ! in one of the notes to Childe Harold, he 
gaily attributes his recovery from fever in the 
Morea to his disregard of his medical attendant ; 
yet he fell a sacrifice at last to the ignorance of a 
physician of the same nation. 

A more melancholy instance of the fatal effects 
of bringing children south I never saw than at 
Venice. A literary gentleman, a man of taste 
and talent, in his ardour to behold the works of ^ 
art and ruins of antiquity in the south, betook 
himself thither '.vith his only son, in whom, for 
he was rather a disappointed man, were centered 
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all his thoughts and hopes. The latter he had 
withdrawn from his own fate. Too fond of his 
boy to leave him behind in his native air, the 
unfortunate parent Inroiight him with him : he 
had no fear ; the lad, though not strong, was 
healthy. ' But the rapid increase of heat had a 
most enervating effect on the tender constitution 
of the child. A man is seasoned, and a gr6wi^ 
youth is buoyed up against the fatigue of travel, 
and secured from its ill effects ; but a boy, whose 
wish extends not beyond a ride or a short jour- 
ney, has no mental antidote agmnst the weariness 
of travel. And rest as oftai as one may, and 
letjiie daily journeys be ever so short, still the 
exhaustion, the heat of blood and fatigue of body, 
caused by a continued journey, even at the mo- 
derate rate of forty miles a day, is much more 
conaiderable than any one would believe, whp 
has not tried it fof a time. 

The child pined, and in passing from Vicenza 
to Venice, caught the aguQ^ fever of the lo^ 
grounds. He arrived in Venice — the parent ws^, 

vol* iTf h 
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distracted, called in all the medical wisdotti of 
t|ie city — ^in vain. The flower had been tran(i-. 
planted from the shade, and placed beneath the 
influence of the burning sun— to tend it was a 
sad and useless task— it dnx^)ed and died. The 
pt^rent saw his ofispring perish — ^he felt the cause 
had been bis own fatal longing to visit Italy. 
He accused himself, his vain propensity, of the 
death of^lus child, ^^ I have murdered him, I 
have miurdered my boy," he was heard to cry ; 
and a t&uporary insanity, and a succeeding 
melancholy, from which he never recovered, was 
.(he ccmsequenoe, Hq hsd the courage totgo no 
feu'tber; to him the Italian land was pain to 
tread, to think of; and he turned short to hiai 
native country^ to die indeed of gloomy thoughta 
that always haunted him, lyid in seeking to di% 
«ipate which, he had met the misfortune whict^ 
endued them with ten-*f<^d bittepess,. 
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The mania for gallantry, with wUdi the 
Zingari are pecuUatly infected, tlisplays itself 
in so many and such strange ways, that a 
hundred stories would not include even the 
prominent specimens of this natural folly — the 
more worthy of blame, or ridicule, which is the 
only forcible blame, as it is neyer produced by 
the natural effect of beauty over their suscep- 
tibility , but by their own thirst of becoming 
foreigners at once. 

The Briton who crosses the Alps is never 
at rest till he gets immersed in an intrigue — he 
Ipoks not for attracti<»i, personal or mental, nor 
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for enjoyment ; his object is an adventure wrtH 
^ female wbp speaks Italian, and is, if posable^ 
at least a Countess. It is astonishing the speed 
with which the Zingari contrive to fall in love ;. 
they scarcely allovr tiipae fo^; l>eholding their 
inmamoraHo^-^i^ very name is often enough ^ 
M hich lo unite with their own in any way is 
the grand obj«ct of their wishes, 
^ The* .Zingar^'in general finds considerable 
May ia attaining the occupation he seeks — a. 
place i^ncft'ii ways vacant. Society is not very 
a^ees^ible'^t'Milany and they are rather nice and 
arifttoi^atic there as to whom they associate 
with* - Major P, was l«cky, the gallant Irish-, 
man began to pay his court some five and twenty 

years ago to the Duchess . He pays h 

yet, His hwr has grown gray in the service,— -a 
true and trusty swain, vindicating in the south 
the proverbial tenderness and truth* of his coun- 
try. H^ rivids the acknowledged excellenoa 
pi the liombard Cavalier servente^ long allowed 
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to be the paragon of that noble profession, at 
AUieri's hero boasts, 

«• L*onor gid fiu d^ Cic;sb^i Lombard!/* 

Swains twenty-five years ago however did 
not pour over the Alps at the rate they do now ; 
and the crowd was then better "worth the atten^ 
tion of ItaUa^ ladies. But now while Jen- 
kinsons «nd Tomkinsons tumble down the 
Alps in living avalanches, it is no wonder that 
Italian society should have been inspired with 
a tulelary Inglesephobia. If these geqllemeti 
continue their route eastward, they find thait 
although the male aristrocracy of Venice is no 
more, the female aristrocracy exists. There 
are a {ew leaders, absolute as the old inquisi- 
tors of state, and though now bien pcuseSi they 
will not allow <»f intrigue but vndf r their cog- 
nizance. Byron incurred t^e dire displeasare 
of these dowagers for his interloping, and his 
making Venice bis residence has ended by 
bis being execrated there in society^ *'Beppo^' 
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was the best and most magnanknous vengeiuice^ 
that the poet erer took : *iwaA delicate, distiUI^ 
just If A» lank^ and JmsioD, and genius did 
not propitiate the poweiB that rule Y<enetiaii 
society, what can a Zingaiohope? He tries 
fiurther south, and is perhaps more lucky4 

Chance, however, may so arrange, that 4ni 
Engliahman may find himself placed in a yery 
short time. Barrel was an instance^ so let ui 
call the CicMeo Lombardo. Long had he 
lived a wdl4)ehaved badidor, veq;tng towards 
-mkkUe age, wantmg resolution, and perhaps 
scmiething else, to marry,— mesmtime djing of 
ennui, he sought Italy as a remedy; and cUme 
determined to fling his devotioils at- the< first 
woman he met on die ri^it side gB the Alps. 
He met one in Milan, the Oountess.S--i-*— , howT' 
I know notg ugly as sin, and theoDlher <i 
a fine family of grown*4]p daughters. T1h9 
Countess was charmed to have a cavaliar of 
any country ; the Count delighted to devolve -a 
portion ci his fiunily caves on m^mMf^h^nm^Wf 
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and the young Signorme yrere thereby to leant 
English, a great accomplishment in Italy, graUs. 
It was an agreed thing in seven daysHime, and the 
Zingaro was installed before he well knew wher^ 
he was. From twelve in the day till perhsqpt 
two the next morning, Barrel was obliged id 
trot after and by the side of his new kmamo^ 
TiUa ; the mornings he bad- to teacb En^^ish 
and morality to the young ladies, at intervals 
help to mimage the house, vint the tradespeople 
and scold the servants — ^^ and all tofc k)ve, not 
money ^'^ A. menial could' have earned* a guibea 
^ day in the place ; and Darrel, after a little 
time, would have ^ven a yearns salary at that 
rate to any one who would relieve and succeed 
him ; but escape was difficult As to the fine 
passion he dreamed of, he found none cX. it 
The Countess and he talked very exaltedly and 
sentimentally the first week; and without the 
affair going a step farther in the tender or 8en>- 
timental direction, the connexion simk into the 
very c€»nmon-place one between the lady and a 
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convenient aarvant. The Count in the mean^ 
time picked his teeth, lounged at the Casino, 
and abanddned the cares and education of bis 
family, not to mention the great part of the 
esLpense, to the kind and affectionate Darrel. I 
verilj believe, the unfortunate cavalier servenii 
wcHild have shot himsdf, but tot a passport and 
a pair of {lost horse* procured in secret, and thus 
administering the means of a secure escape. 
Poor Darrel ! how he shudders at the mention 
of Italian gallantry ! 

It is i^saliy astou&diiig t6 hear the 'coolness 
with which these connections are talked of, 
amongst those free-tongued and free-thougbted 
females; The following anecdote was recounted 
by the very lady who figures in it She was 
at some rout, ball, or conversazicme, and there 
hiqq)ened to make acquaintance with two Eng^ 
lishmen ; one had been introduced, bad danced 
with her> iand the other ignorant of a word x^f 
Italian, and knowing not a soul but his friend, 
consequently jcnned their conversation. The 
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Zkigari were newly imriy^^ and h^gfln the con- 
vefse, with tgmvdity .^ikI thCj ..utgifqst^fere^ce. 

tjfoe W JoiisgMiittfHf^d .ft^»4«'an4 Jo^ 
pl^jfod her ^ ^xii$^Bom^ v^kikp m4 d^^aAed 

^e.eUh^.ba4 Apt ^;Q<ijmag0^ of k,wa# ip>ti 
&nrthcomipg at the doQrti)f iti%Mut ^■'-ijif l^er 
was her reading, and of couraeiotit: jSii>j$airi enoa 
proffered m 9$m m €«^^ ;#idf^dto/i6woduet'W 
Iipmey.hu^ i^ the^^iKiO^r^S^cMlul'and c^tirteo^ 

to overtE(0Wwi^5;;*^^/opK^ ^1^ ^fliHd speak irf 
i^ing- else^ a^ .^i|pi9U|i¥^so^M^^ <Hi tfee 
perfidy K)f m^ ^^V.^ii^^^!JI»ed ;tH^ door, of 
her habitat 4a ,tfe^ u#rjr j»id#t:Ji>f a very-ekh 
gueat and intereati^g j^^b^ Mory« and tbe«<e- 
foredr^gge4jthd,Zij^iPfgari^.up sUi^rs «ri(h heiv &at 
t}^ey.i|ii|^ np<^ depart wUhout^^heairing the epu* 
«luiion. , Xbe poor rCi&gs^ who had jiieeti 
L 8 
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bdiaving with all the dcfefence a&d courteous^ 
ness, that the given etiquette oi their ikie could 
preixaibe, were considerablj amazed at thii 
frankness and ocMifidenoe, wiA whioh they were 
honoured* Like Alonzo the braye bj the side 
of the fair imogene, 

''They spoke aot» they moved not, they said not a word/*— 

The conversation seemed getting quite beyond 
their d^th. At length her tale advanced 
to the conclusion, which was neither more nor 
less than that her heart was en vaccmcey and a 
place iti her equipage at the service of a courteous 
aspirants 

The two i^ingari stared first at the lady, then 
at each other, Jaisaieni des- gros t/eux, and 
seemed to have been taken isdtogether by sur- 
prise Each thought an engagement 6f the- 
kind l*equired consideration, especially with a 
lady blessed with red eyes; and asked each 
other, by very grave aiid tacit glances, advice 
in so important k decision. Several minutes 
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)>as8ed in profound silence, which was at length 
broken by the loud laugh of her of the red 
eyes. 

The most extraordinary part of the anecdote 
s, that it was related by the lady herself, in 
very good society, to a crowd of listeners, who 
seemed to think it a very good joke, with nothing 
by any means uncommon attached to it 
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It is a received opinion amongst us Englistr, 
that we are eminent gulls abroad, most easalj 
taken advantage of, and that the Italians, as 
the greatest rogues in existence, never fail to 
cheat us at every step. We give this out 
ourselves, and not a few Zingari make noisy 
boast t>f thdr own and their country's guK 
libility. It is a most preposterous species of 
vanity, doubly preposterous since it is by no 
means true. But as the French boast of their 
keenness imd conquests, John Bull is always 
j)rone to publish and exaggerate his disasters. 
He is Byronic m a petty prosaic way, and 
thinks to commted respect by his sufierings; 
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'fevett if they be suffered merely at the hands 
"of waiters and postilions. Your Zingaro vaunts 
at times not so much all that he has iseen, ais all 
that he has been li^bbeU of-^he prides himself 
on his vexations, not his pleasures — and the 
chief recollections of his dassic tour aare not HOi 
much the new and sublime js^ns^tions he has ex- 
perienced, as the record of his having been 
starved here, up^ theri^i 4nd Vobbed every 
where. - ■ ' ' * -- ^ -- -"*■' ■","-' '* 

These exaggei^^ 6dtnplaiiits ^d vaunts 
of suffering are' rehearsed "by rettifilinjg tra- 
vellers, to their 66<intrymen §elting forth, in the 
same manner that ancient voyagers peopled the 
distant realms through which they passed with 
d!ragons and dire magicians, with fire, pestilence' 
and famine,— in short, with dangers, which to' 
have passed denoted signal heroism. In con-' 
sequence of this, the Zingari of later emigration 
resolved to draw their purse-strings tight, to 
sharpen their gltoces, and be determined not to ^ 
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be over-reached or taken in by these rascally 
foreigners. 

Sinumd reodrda the astonishment of the Geae-> 
vese, on finding the English visiUHrs of the 
nineteenth caitury so different from what they 
knew them of old — ^a needy, mean, sufl|uciou8, 
wrangling crew of adventurers, father than the 
ndble and oflbient race that akne was wont .of 
yore to readi the shores of the Leman. Simond 
describes these economic Zingari of the present 
day scrupulously bargaining for the \mce of 
their a^leUCf ere they would allow it to be 
put on the coals. The consequence is, that the 
English character has fallai twenty per cent, in 
value upon the continent The Frendi b^g 
nearer to the truth, sooner arrived at it, and 
were less amazed, at what moreover their 
national antipathy welcomed. But the Italians, 
vAh>, from old recollection^^ as well as from their 
accounts of the political and military struggles 
of the war that had reached them, were po^^- 
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seBsed wkh magnaniinous ideas of Britons, were 
ii;ideed grievously disappointed on beholding the 
luisal)er of mean, mistrustful, bargainers that 
called themselves Englishmen; and who pre^ 
served all the pride and impertinent hauteur of 
their more generous ai^d noUe countrymen^ 
without the princely qualities which rendered 
such tolerable. Extreme dislike to Englishm^i 
could not fail to be the consequence. 

I have been *in several countries, Englimd 
not excepted, and do think, that as the repub- 
lican Swiss are the greatest rogues, the slavish 
Italians are the most hon^ people that I have 
encountered. Leave a purse in any shop or 
tavern of Italy, you will find it untouched. A 
diamond pin, left behind in a solitary auberge 
of the Apennines, has been forwarded safely 
through several hands f(»r two hundred and 
fifty miles, till it reached the owner. I never 
heard of a pocket picked, or a burglary com- 
mitted in the whole peninsula; bandits there 
are, no doubt^ who are a noble set of scoundrels 
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I 

in their wijiy^ knd pious to boot. But it is ii6t 
of Buch romantic robbers the Zingaro complains, 
thett existence to^^ feats proving rather an at^ 
traction in addition to the claeiMC end picturesque 
' ones of Italy. 

When politics are not concerned, the Italiai^ 
are in general a confiding, easy people ; th^ 
are not dishonest, because they would not take 
the trouble to be so ; besides they can live upoo^ - 
n6thing, and do not want to rob ; but in cert9Ui 
sittiadons, they ai^e contifpelled to be exorlntiaBt. 
In Ry>me, for instance, a beautiful quarts Jbifis 
been built iind fitted up at great expei^e^ Icff. 
English visitors especially; but these .^bo^sN^ 
are empty all through the summer's heat ;'-*Hh^:. 
winter occupant then must necessarily .p^y.ilhe. 
rent t)f the whole year. Tempwary lawio^ys 
are rogues in aH xx>untries'; one should b« p«e^ . 
pared for their impoation-; but the Zingnri are 
unjust in reasoning from their want of consci^tKie 
to the universal depravity of thdr nati(Hi.^ --;l•,^ 
fidng at Rome and hastening to proc«ici^:te 
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'Naples at a time when the roadd were most 
thronged with banditti, I sought out com- 
panions for the venturous voyage, and did 
find a 'pair of stout Zingari bent upon the same 
joiimey. They were military folk, come to 
enjoy a classic tour; and as their aspects looked 
, defiance, I rejoiced in having fallen into such 
fit company for passing the frontiers of Naples 
afid the environs of Fondi. We agreed to 
travel humbly and by day only, and to otfer as 
little tenqptatibn, and as much of the contrary 
as possible, to the gentlemen who were raising 
contributions on the road. 

We had not proceed far before I began to 
discbva*, thaC my companions were prepossessed, 
not only with the fear of being met, stripped, 
and carried to the mountains for their ransom- 
sake by the brigands, but were also fearfully 
upon their guard agmnst being more quietly 
robbed by overcharges at the inns where we 
baked and slept. This was the thought that 
occupied thcoi. Tlie reccHections of the glories 
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connected vnth the ground they trod were of 
course unknown to them ; but they were blind 
eten to the natural beauties of the scenery, so 
pre-occupied were they with considerations of 
purse and comfort. The vetiurino were first, 
of all to supply them with bed and supper, and 
this w^ a source of everlasting squabble — 
neither were ever good enough — or if there hap^ 
pened to be a better chamber, or better viiuidsiEi 
the town than those providied for them, they were 
oVer-reached in idea, and'a scene of wrangling en- 
ifued, in which although generally wtnrsted aiid 
overpowered by the more vdiuble tcmgues of the 
Italians^ still the field was fought on the pent of 
the Zingari with vociferation as loud'and as obsd* 
nate. Ten times over they would have been assas- 
sinated but for the forbearance of the Italians; 
in England, they certainly would have been put 
fai the stocks, as they merited. 

Of all companions in travelling, however, a 
military tnan is the most insufferable — I speak 
hi general — especially to one, who has no oo* 
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waoa for any other perscm to. swear for him. 
In petty comforts your soldier is the inost selfish 
of all human beings— moreover he prides him- 
self on this very self— and there is nothing he 
has so much at heart as good quarters and 
the best of acoommodationk To a person who 
travels for a more refined and intellectual sort 
of pleasure, such a companion is not only dift^ 
gustily, but exceedingly inconvenient. One is 
fcNTced upon t^ school-boy struggle for sharpness 
and superiority respecting matters of trivial 
importance. 

But this inoonvai^ice was not so annoying 
as to paroeive the system of robbeiy, actual 
fraud, carried on by these Englishmen, as a 
proof of their knowingness. They had heard 
from others, and laid it down with themselves as 
a rule, that a dinner such as Italians fumidi 
to Englishmen alone, ought to be had for a few 
pence; and when a sum really moderate is 
demanded by the unfortunate innkeeper, the 
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Zingari) stirong in th^r sticks and party, and in 
the unwillingness of the poor innkeeper to get 
involved in a quarrel with gran signori in 
favour with his -government, pay one half 
perhaps of the man*s demands^ and drive off 
in despite of his entreaties and imprecations. 

In my present journey was a flagrant 
instance. The Italian who keeps the little 
inn in the middle of the Pontine Marshes 
for the accommodati^ of travellers, is in reason 
entitled to any sum, however enormous, for 
whatever he may set before one, were it merely 
for his remaining in that pestilential place. 
Bringing wine and food there must greatly 
increase their expence. Well ; the Zingari, 
aftet having eaten a t^mfortable dinner here, 
rebelled with indignation against the demand 
of a few shillings— they really would not and 
did net pay the man the original price of 
the meat devoured. In vain he protested — 
they were strong and went off without paying 
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inore And this fraud they called being up 
fo the rascally Italian. A troop of Grerman 
students some days after visited the same house 
of entertainment, and after devouring all the 
provision of the house, beat the host thereof, 
. till they nearly killed him, becaui^ he ma^e ^ 
demand of the pedestrian stragglers somewhat 
more than they were accustomed to pay in a 
wl^olesQpie toiyn, . surrounded with com an^ 
pasture. 

Nothing was mor^ common with these com- 
panions of mine than to threaten Italian^ witl\ 
their canes ox sticks, which in France or Eng- 
land they had not dared to think of. I could not 
help exclaiming against such cowardly tyranny^ 
but was answered by the question of *^ Wh^t 
better treatment can an Italian wretqh de- 
^rve ?" And why is an Englishman superior 
to these wretches? For the freedom aiid th^ 
wealth that they do not possess, and which good 
fortune more than national character has be- 
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queathed ffom our fathers to us. But any 
Zingaro ^ves himself credit^ and takes to him- 
self pride on the strength of his country^s pre- 
eminaice, affecting contempt for people less 
fortunate — as if nations could control their de&i 
times. I blushed for mj countrymen ! 
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Theei; are divers sorts of pride, such as 
pride of birth, pride of purse, ** pride of place,^ 
and others, which, Jiow^ver reprehensible and 
. ridiculous when carried to extravagance, are at 
least intelligible. Now the pride of travel, a 
species at present more in vogue than any other, 
is, I must own, quite incomprehensible to me. 
That a man, who has travelled ovpr the con- 
tinent and been conversant with its various 
sights and circles, should esteem himself more a 
man of the world than his cotemporary, who 
has n^ver stirred ten miles from the metropolis 
^uring ti^e interval, is by no means, preposter^ 
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pus. It ie thut there should be not only a 
g^eral superiority of the travelled over the 
lintravelled, but a gradation of rank, an^ con-s 
sequently of urs and importance, amongst the 
travelled themselves, that excites a smile. Thus 
he^ whp ha^ been at Geneva, Io9ks down upon 
the performer of a mere Parisian trip— the 
traveller who has crossed the Alps, in turn 
regards with contempt the mere Swiss tourist, — 
and the pilgrim who has reached Rome and 
Naples, deems himself a far more enlightened 
and liberalized mortal, than one who has been 
deterred from encountering the wretched accom- 
modations of the south, and who rests contented 
with that very fine specimen of Italy which 
Florence and its Apennines bestow. 

It is curious to. pbserve the nicety with 
which our 2!ingari mete oi^t this scale of su* 
periority ; I have seen a youth quite self-satis- 
fied in having reached as far south as Pom^ 
peii, taken conversational precedence of indis- 
putably by another, who had factually pene 
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trated some thirty miles further, to Psestum. 
How the Travellers^ Club have arranged this 
very important consideration of precedence, 
I am not aware. I believe it requires five 
hundred miles' travel from the shores of Eng- 
land, to entitle a man to hold rank at all 
therein. An Italian tour is subaltern rank 
merely; a Northern tour, through the realms 
around the Baltic, is necessary for attaining 
the rank of captisdn. I knew an amiable youth, 
endowed as the event proved, with more am- 
bition than strength, so exceedingly aspirant 
after this step, that not contented with the 
classic but vulgar tour of Italy, he visited 
Vienna, St. Petersburgh and Berlin, all in the 
interval of one vacation. He saw nothing — 
that was not his object, and travelled some 
eight or ten days successively with couriers, 
not resting a single night, in order to accom- 
plish the desirable end of calling himself a 
Northern traveller. The poor young xnsfi 
died last year of a disorder brought <hi by the 
VOL. 11. M 
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fatigue of a journey, uodertaken to gratify 
so preposterous an ambition. 

Thai, your Egyptian voyagers and your 
Ghrecian are field officers, knights grand cross 
of the peripatetic order. He that has seen 
. the Nile is to be accosted reverentially, and 
he that has plucked the Attic fig, struts with 
the air of a Themistocles. There is a court- 
bearing, a gravity and unportance considered ne- 
cessary to the rank acquired by thus wan- 
dering; and after having passed the vulgar 
limits of the Mediterranean, every degree that 
one removes from the lon^tude of Greenwich, 
adds an imaginary row of ermine to the robe 
of one's dignity. 

All this is very unaccountable. Can it be, 
that he who has wandered over the sands of 
Africa, and who has been acquunted with the 
charming variety of the scenery of the desert, 
—who has conversed with the enlightened Arabs, 
and imbibed ancient lore from Coptic inscrip- 
tions, — can it be on the strength of having en- 
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joyed these superior sources of infimuftlimi, 
that he assumes the great man? Or is it <n 
the score of the perils he has braved and escaped 
that be thinks himself entitled to consideration ? 
The survivor of the storpiing party in the for* 
lorn hope puts on no airs of the kind^ — ^how 
much less need the traveller do so, who has 
encountered no enemies more important than 
musquitos uxid exorbitant Ifoidlords ? It were 
to be wished that some court of heraldry or 
etiquette would make enquiry into these pre- 
tendons, and abate so prominent a nuisance to 
existing society. 

Oni circumstance attached to this vanity, 
would, if known generally to those who affect it, 
check it altogether; this is, that the affecta- 
tion is decidedly vulgar. The fashionable and 
wealthy, who need but a word to be conveyed 
to the ends of the earth, do not sigh for objects 
so attainable, and travel for present ^oy- 
ment, not for future vaunt. It is only young 
gentlefolks with hmited credit in thar drcukr 
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letters of introduction to the bankers of the 
universe, who long to encompass the earth and 
tread the dust of a thousand nations— just such 
youth as are to be met with under a gateway, 
in a public vehicle, or at a table d'hote. 

It is not difficult to distinguish those travel- 
lers in search of j*ai vuSy from those who wan- 
der for the sake of more immediate kinds of 
pleasure. They visit every object with such 
speed and minuteness, and in such order, in 
such unswerving allegiance to the guide-book, 
and wear always the same visage of satbfaction, 
whether they have been conducted to an im- 
perially named heap of bricks, or to the Pan- 
theon. What a punishment ! — should the Vatican 
be closed during their limited stay in Rome — . 
the Zingari in that case, the witty Romans re- 
count, console themselves for the misfortune by 
leaving their, cards with the custode of the 
gallery. Having duly performed which piece 
of etiquette, each may safely affirm that he has 
visited the Vatican^ 
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Amongst a set of these gentlemen, who pride 
themselves to the extent of their vanity in hav- 
ing reached the soutliem shore of Italyj the 
arrival, as frequently takes place, of a Nahobino 
or young Anglo-Indian from his journey over 
the desert, is quite discomfiting. As he talks 
of Upper Egypt, of Thebes, and the Pyramids, 
the minor sights of the Coliseum, of Psestum 
and of Temi, shrink into insignificance before 
the personal narrative of him who hath half 
encompassed the earth ; and the Indian, who 
even if not vain, is essentially pompous, in- 
creases his travelled superiority by the oriental 
taste and condescension with which he deigns 
to converse with his equals* 

In the aristocracy of travel, outrivalled cer- 
tainly by no other aristocracy, whether of birth, 
purse or talent, in pride your Indian is cer- 
tainly the most pompous, your American the 
most impertinent ; the young Briton is so much 
^nd so universally the gentleman, that his 
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assumption is ready at all tmesij to shrink with 
polite good humour, into an acknowledgement 
of its baselessness. Your Anglo- Indian, how- 
erer, who in his behaviour exaggerates, and, 
like scene-painters, does every thing on a large 
scale, in order to allow for perspective — who 
thinks himself derogating from the gentleman, 
if he wears not the air of a prince — and whose 
nmfdest nature is the most solemn coxcombry, 
is never inclined to abate one inch of his pre- 
tensions. He is the most kingly of the ^in- 
gari tribe Consider his dignity — ^bless you, he 
has be^n in Thibet, on the Caucasus, up the 
Red Sea — would he were laid there ! If that 
be the- style of young civilians escaped from 
the Ganges to imbibe un piccolin di gusto, ere 
their visage and temper both exsiccate in pre- 
mature old age, of aids-de-camp, and company^s 
officers, what must be the bearing of the nabobs 
ipaiasimi, were they to condescend to migrate 
elsewhere than to aristocratic England? If 
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there be even an arithmetical proportion ob- 
served in the pomp and pride of Indian rank, 
the Chiaja would not contain two of such per- 
scmages. 

The American, I speak of one or two ex- 
amples, and perhaps exceptions, has all the 
pride, but little of the pomp of the Indian. 
What Jonathan wants however in silent, he 
makes up in loquacious impertinence ; and the 
hatUeur which the plebeian cannot assmne in 
his countenance, he affects to the utmost of 
his ability with his tongue. The aristocracy 
of republicanism (no contradiction) is in him 
joined with that of travel, and he looks down 
upon the Zingari that have not traversed the 
Atlantic, and who are mean enough to hold 
allegiance to a monarch. He is freshly arrived 
in an Italian port from his far continent, and 
having touched upon no other European land 
than Italy, he hath all his own prejudice against 
the English, joined with that of Italians against 
us. But he does not calculate travel by the dimi- 
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nution of prejudice; he has trodden the new 
world, and deems this a sufficient title for 
contemning all who have merely looked upon 
the common-place scenery of the old. 
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The Zidgari all with one yoke abuse Tor- 
lonia^ the ducal banker at Rome ; none, how- 
ever, fail to attend his balls, which in the num* 
ber of guests at least, and the splendour of both 
locale and entertainment, are imrivalled in Italy. 
As the vanity and ostentation of a parvenu open 
those halls to all ranks of foreigners, without the 
necessity of any preliminary introduction on 
their part, save a letter of credit on his duke- 
ship's bank, there need be no reluctance or feel- 
ingof delicacy in stretching within such precincts; 
although the satne licence would be unpardon- 
able, if taken with regard to more English and 
more select circles. Moreover, it is an enter- 
m3 
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tiunment, which the Zingari pay his dukeidiip 
for as dearly as if they ordered the fete at a 
tavern, his grace taking care to indemnify him- 
self for his expences in the shape of a tax on all 
British letters* With a candour and sense of 
justice, truly Roman, the fellow avows this ; so 
that* in fact his hotel is a tavern, where a man 
may very fairly sketch at Uberty. 

Behcdd his dame, a Duchess, good Heavens ! 
near the entrance, fatigued with the reception > 
of a thousand guests — what a neck for a dia- 
mond necklace ! Rome, that is, all talking Rome, 
rung in the morning with an account of the last 
pugilistic combat between the pair of ducal 
iqpouses, beneath whose auspices these same 
talkers were now revelling. Impressed Mith the 
story, it was impossible not to regard the 
gold and diamond covered fingers of the 
Duchess with awe, and at the same time 
with some interest for her lord and antagonist. 
Thereon I sought his grace of Torlonia, and 
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discov^d in a far corner of the apartment, 
quite innocent of all that was going forward, a 
little, old, miserable, miserably clad, grey-haired 
being, his body stooped into all the insignifi- 
cance possible, his legs twisted or rather platted 
together, and the termination of a scanty pair of 
trowsers, vainly endeavouring to ^each his dress 
bottine, whose calibre was all ^^ a world too 
wide for his shrunk shank.^' His grace cast up 
sideways, a jack-daw glance, to mark who re- 
garded him, and tottered off to assume a place 
by some noble dowager, under the protection 
of whose company he might feel more assured 
of a rank, which he seems to be in continual 
doubt of; although, since he paid a hundred 
thousand crowns for it, it must be his unquei^ 
tionably. 

^* Who can that Englishman be, with that 
most English and noble countenance, and who 
dances with more spirit than even Englishmen 
dance ?" demanded a French lady lately ar^ 
rived at Rome. 
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" How," replied her oompanicm, " you have 
never seen the Duke of D— ?^ 

*^ The first miracle I have seen at Rome,^ 
continued the French dame, ^' an English 
aristocrat without languor or apathy, dancing 
with all the q)irit and mauvcM Umola peas&nt. 
Peut'Hre c^esi Madame aux belles epaiuiee que 
Timpvre. Who is she ?^ 

*^ Une barofme HoUandaise — Madame 
Dut " 

"Wife or widow?" 

" Both, — Monsieur le Baron and hb kdy we 
the best friends possible en vUkire, but can 
never inhabit the same town. The Baron is 
music-mad, the Baroness ball-mad ; sotheBarcm 
hies to Naples to enjoy the St. Carlos, and the 
Baroness stays at Rome to display her fine shoul- 
ders at the superior balls of the papal metro- 
polis.'* 

<< Well arranged. But what an awful figure 
comes yonder !'' 

^^ Ah! Cest ClyUmnestre:' 
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** Clytemnestre ?" 

*^ Yes, an English dame of rank, so called 
from a menadng sort of coiffure, such as you 
see, and which she has worn at every ball and 
route during the winter.''^ 

" More Zingari.'' 
. " Otiiy les trou Miss scms chaperon^ as weJl 

known as Clytemnestre. And Lord K , 

touching whom, and his two mistresses, I'll 
recount no bad story/' And the French- 
maQ proceeded with a sort of narrative to his 
fair companion, that I really could not venture 
to set down here for the entertainment of my 
readers. 

Not far from me sat enthroned the beautiful 

Boli^nese La M . She must have been a 

splendid woman, but old Time has been busy 
with that loving countenance. The secretary of 
the Russian embassy, a Pole with a name 
unscribable in prose or verse, is at his side — 
what true spaniels those Poles, and to judge 
from the character of those of the nation here 
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visible^ how worthy of their political fate. They 
want the fidelity of the spaniel— ^/&wjr et 
taresmnt is their univ^sal character. 

Here comes Madame Dut to have some 

chiacchera with La M . Dear me ! what 

is the matter ? I declare, the pretty Dutchwo- 
man is in a rage, and the Italian dames join her. 
What can it be, which so excites female in- 
dignation ? Let me join the cirde. 

Oh ! 'tis Demidoft^s actresses and danseusesj 
that the old Rus^an imported for his own 
especial amusement from the banks of the S^ine 
to those of the Tiber. It was singular, a 
Russian prince causing French comedy to be 
performed in his palace at Rome, to a mingled 
audience of Italians and foreigners. The Roman 
ladies were enchanted with his jHes, until the 
old Russian thought proper to bring the 
handsome females of his corps dramatique into 
todety, and they no better than they should be. 
DemidolF did all he could to make them respect- 
able, — that is, he cova-ed them with diamonds ; 
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and by so doing, succeeded in procuring their 
ceception. 

*^ What infamy^ what an insult to every 

society in Rome," exclaimed the pretty Da , 

** to bring the common creatures of the scene 

amongst us, ces figurantes^ maiSj eUes 

avoient de at beaux diamantsP 

And the excusatory plea was evidently al- 
lowed as valid by the insulted Roman ladies. 

At another side of its apartment sat a rival 
divinity, the gay and gallant wife of a scientific 
and contented English tourist. What eyes hath 
La D y as she is called — they tell of them- 
selves the hundred stories that circulate respect- 
ing her, — if one half of whidi be true, they are 
enough. If they do not exactly tell, they corro- 
)x)rate aiid render credible what is told. A French 

Captain L -, who had left Paris for debt, 

and resided at Rome for love, was paying his 

ferocious addresses to La D . She forms 

a pretty sample of an Englishman's Italian wife, 
and if D- was not so very impertiurbable a 
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philosopher, I might have worked from this 
history a pendant to L'Amoroso. But pathos 
would be thrown away upon him ; if he be con- 
tented, I see no reason why the world should 
be otherwise on his account; and ridicule, 
however merited, would be cruel to such an object. 

** But pray,'' asked the French lady, above 
introduced, of her companion, *^ who may that 
contented personage be, inclined towards his 
fair neighbour, and gathering with difficulty 
all that she utters for his edification ?" 

". That,'' replied he, of whom the question 
was asked, ^^ is the Prince of Bavaria, deaf 
unfortunately as a post, and so necesdtated to 
have every word addressed to him interpreted 

by the familiar voice of the Countess of Flor 

into his ear. He is her cavalier by right of 
the Thrasymene canal.'^ 

"How may that be?" 

"Why, you must know that some two hun- 
dred years since the Count's property on the 
bank of the Thrasymene was overflowed by the 
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said lake, beyond his powers of freeing it from 
the inundation, such an expense could only be 
undergone by the government. But the Popes 
since then have been inexorable, till the friendship 
of the Bavarian promised to procure the said canal 
to be cut, through his interest with his hoUness. 
The canal was cut, the estate drained, and be- 
hold the Prince the cavalier of the Countess. 
Such are the stories they relate at Rome.^' 

The first dance is over, and the two or three 
Cardinals present deem it decorous to retire ; not 
so the Monsignorey or young prelate with his ^- 
vonazzo coloured stockings, who thinks that his 
inferior dignity will admit of more amusement. 
He too in this dance of intrigue is not without his 
chosen dame. The M onsignore with most pre- 
lative humility, pays compliments full of emo- 
tion to Lucian*s daughter, the Principessa 
Gabrielli. Whilst the husband of the dame, 
sturdy and coarse as a Roman butcher, wanders 
about, and amuses himself by uttering, not 
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double entendreSf not having so much wit, but 
rank cochonnerieSf in order to see, I suppose, 
if it be possible to make a Roman lady blush. 

But I perceive some strange and unaccount- 
able panic excited amongst my countrymen; they 
fly here, they give way there, some hide them- 
selves, none look up. What is the enemy that 
the brave Zingari shun ? I perceive, it is a hand- 
some, noble looking personage. Sir Richard 
Maltravers, who seizeth all that he can lay hold 
upon by the button, after the manner recorded 
in the Spectator, and having thus enchained his 
victim, puts him to the tcwture, by compelling 
him to listen to a volley of old news, Jacobin 
reports, surmises, hopes of the liberals, things 
coming to a crisis in England, thank Grod, at 
last, ^^ the British constitution, all that sort of 
thing, and every thing in the world." He is 
quite a moral volcano in full eruption, spouting 
forth common-place for lava. Lo ! he holds an 
English peer and a commoner, each by the but- 
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ton, reserving them, while with head turned he 
addresses some highly liberal remark to a smiUng 
prelate. What a bore ! cry the flying Zingari. 
Anotiber Zingaro worthy of remark, was an 
automaton, for so he seemed, as he never spoke 
nor disturbed feature, whilst he threaded with his 
son under his arm, the gay and noisy throng. 
He was a mighty antiquarian, and called him- 
self a poet, on the strength of having assassi- 
nated Pindar into most desperate prose. He 
tamed the mad Greek effectually, for surely 
never was seen such mild, well-behaved odes as 
this gentleman's Pindarics. The ridiculous 
part of the old gentleman's character was the 
silly vanity which had made him purdiase, for a 
few thousand ducats, a Sicilian barony. He 
thought, forsooth, that as a Sicilian baron he was 
nobler than an English gentleman. Our Scri- 
blerus ordered a huge coronet to be painted 
upon his cabriolet, and he was now returning to 
England to act the grandee, as he had set out 
from it to play the antiquarian. 
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But to let the Zingari pass,* whp is this most 
evident Frenchman of the old school, so 
bland, so killingly condescending and gracious, 
humbling himself with courtesy one moment^ 
and recovering his pride with an effort at another? 
Who other can it be, than Monsieur de Mont- 
morenci, ambassador of his most Christian Ma- 
jesty ? — more innocent in his gallantry than his 
predecessor the Duke de Blacas was, a terrible 
faux pas on whose part, 'tis said, occasioned 
his recal. Monsieur de Montmorenci seems 
determined to avoid the same shoal, paying 
bis attehticms to Madame A— — , the am- 
bassadress of Austria, dry, old, and haughty, as 
the very ancien regime. Monsieur de M. is 
what I should call an exceedingly nice man. 

And here totters Demidoff, the old comedy 
and comedienne loving barbarian. A Zingaro 
has mistaken his principal actress, thanks to her 
diamonds, for a princess, and is resolved to pay 
his court assiduously to the great lady. And 
what a crowd of rabble — ^all tongues of my 
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countrymen — Abroad Irish, broad Scotch, and as 
broad English — Peers and run-away debtors, 
baronets and tasteful subalterns, dandies and 
artists, oft united, English ladies nKH*e Italian- 
ized than the Italians themselves, delighting in 
the most exaggerated homage, and proving 
themselves worthy of Italian life, by talking 
loudly connoisseur and amateurship. 

What a chaos of ranks, characters, and per- 
sonages ! Every one thinking it a boundai duty 
to make love, such being here the essence of life. 
It is a habit, a point of etiquette, in which the 
heart has not more often concern than any other 
country less famed for the amusement. Like 
all customs, it sits well upon the natives ; but of 
all ridiculous objects the most ridiculous are 
the Zingari, bent on gallantry prepense ; all ages, 
sexes, alike forgetting that there is such a thing 
as ridicule in the world. At home our English 
folk fear envious tongues, scandal, and satire ; 
but once beyond the Channel, they think they 
are out of the reach of the eternal and invisible 
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censorship, that impends and reigns over Eng- 
lish life. The Zingari abroad seem to have 
entered into a compromise or agreement, all to 
be as absurd as posmble, — at the same time, mu- 
tually pardoning and sparing each other ; whilst 
John Bull is to be left totally ignorant on the 
subject, and reposing in his wonted admiration 
of the gravity and gentility of his countrymen, 
the purity and chastity of his countrywomen. 
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THE RENEGADE CONVERTED. 



The subalterns of the Austrian army are terri- 
ble rabble, as may be supposed, except in the 
cavalry regiments, the Hulans, and Dragoons, 
in which all the officers almost are men both of 
rank and property. In their troops of the line, 
those with epaulettes — I mistake, for rank 
amongst them is denoted not by epaulettes, 
but by the number of golden bands round the 
hat — ^the officers I would say, are an ill-behaved, 
vociferous, beer-swilling gang of plebeians, col- 
lected too from all countries, — Poles and Him- 
garians, Bohemians, Gallicians, and mongrel 
Frenchmen from the Rhine. Amongst these 
are not a few Irish, of one of whom more anon. 
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The Alistriart occnpaflon of Nuplesprovetf'b^ 
conveirfeitt tofl fadotnrentent to Hfc Z?ftgari. Tb«s** 
fbrdgrtTulewlwbfce'the chanm of Hial d^Kdmilf; 
dtetfry afcoddt bfft ihcw^tlMSSr niifitflfy bttn(d,''#9 
superior to any tfcttiarti M tBe Villa Heale wa^ii 
compensation. ^Ph^ crnivettfcg df *PaHJieflfejlfe 
into a garrison town, Ws agi^ee^Afe'toourla^ifS^ 
since it fiRed the streets and assetiibfies with ^y 
uniforms and gallants* ii6t to be despfised, and 
Jnoreovei- who iwere ndt tiespised.' Our dandfel 
ffelt upon tlie other band'th^ iticonyeniehe^V 
first of all, their mustachios were proMbited 
Absolutely, the Germans appointing this* as'ffieir 
distihguishmg badge hi case of "popukf tdnftSR 
or insurrection. Purtherftiore, ttiey wfere'riyaSWfl 
in society, jostled' in the strl^ts, dnd tiidtartt^ 
in their perambulations^ by fhi slHdtn^ss*iirth^ 
Imperial sentinels. ' If the'Hulahd' had settip 
a coach and foin*, and had eVfed driveA t#o erf 
thre6 tandems, England' Wotild 'Hivte tr^nUevt 
for her allowed superiority t)f ion. ' ' 

Although, I (kre say,'not moi^ bnllfesl^aii 
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the nititary folk oC aU'ooaaKiiet and esubUdw 
iiieiitf» tliaie Austrianfy md all thoie who^ 
wberevar born, icUi|^t in the name, are rude 
and Yodferotts ; and haTe the iq^pearanoe of 
bnog aavage, even when they are not The 
open-moiithidd Neapolitan himself jcaroely vies 
vith their clamour. A discussion thus com- 
menced is frequently decided by the sabre, a 
barbarous mode of duel, which the Italians abhor 
dmost as much as that of the jHstol, from the 
nuyogling and maiming wounds that are its 
consequence. 

Amongst those gentry in white unifcmns' 
was an Iridiman, evidently of a very low class, 
who took his station at the Boyal CaS& coii^ 
tioually, for the sake of quarrelling with the 
Zingari who frequent^ it. He had been in 
the Austrian service some three or four years, 
and the German pronunciation practised by him 
during that time had in no wise improved his 
brogue. Seated at a solitary table, over the ice 
QT the sorbiBt, irUdi lie certainly could ill afford^ 

you 11^ If 
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Pat in hit white Jacket lued to make sail 
attempte to enter into eonversation with his a^ 
derant coutttr3rnien. Indeed) I bdieve be first 
frequented the C$tttk for the take of forming 
acquaintance and friendship mth Englishmen ; 
but as diese scupulously fihtmned die profitsred 
hoaour^ the ma <&e poy^r which had m^ 
pelled the Hibernian to iwich communiefltio& 
with those who spdce fats nutive knguf^ge^ 
became conr^ted into spleen and 'deadly hatred 
against Britons ; and to MtsBfy this new passbn, 
he still frequented the Cafil. 

He no kmger att^aipted t6 address any Eng* 
Mshman who entered for repose or refresbm^it, 
but qpoke forth his spleen in soliloqiiies and 
reflections, that made evefy one sujqpose him 
mad, and this too in sudi a mixture of German, 
English and Iririi brogue, that the listens was 
more tempted to laugh tbl^ to be angiy. Hb 
favourite theme was the utter ignorance of all 
Englishmen on the suligect of military affiaia 
«— the} bad ^no army, no navy, no genecidf> 
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8Q]diers> heroes^ tactics^^MarUxiEoiigh was an 
old woman, and Wdlington not so much. Tb« 
^gUsh goyemment too shaijed his resentment 
^ ooiirse, and if you believed him, oppitemm 
baddriven him, acatholic, &ouk the kmd of his 
fiith^iis, to foreign service* AU this was made 
known to the frequenters of the Caff6 in a sort 
of soliloquy, half plaintive, half bullying. But 
the, apathetic English heard unmoved by ^ther 
mood of the Hibernian ; and without a palpable 
insult, which he feared to vientiure, the Hibeiv 
nian was foiled utterly in his endeavours to 
stril^e either a fnend^hap or a quartvl with any. 
of his countrymen. 

^ Nevertheless he persevered. Every day the 
Iriflh-AuBtrian was «# Momcj going through his 
course of spleen, ^md not a few betook them- 
selves thither at the hour, to hear him hold forth. 
Hiere was a som^hiag good, humoured too 
about t^e fellow, that prevented his excitiBg 
aesidus indignatioii, and what with the singu- 
lamy of his bdiaviour, hu blundaiv and his 
n2 
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d^efeniB acoeni, every one felt more iodinacl 
to be amused than indignant. 

Tbere happened i^t the time to arrive in 
tuples an American, an arti^ too» I beUeve^ of 
mwih the same Anti<-British j'edings. AJthopgh 
noir devottd to the arts, he had beena i^lor, or 
al l^ast pretended to have been so; a|id he ppi- 
sessed all the Thrascmism of Americaa seamoiy 
joined to the popceii; of a very ignorant youth 
arrived in the claasic land of Italy* . In fiome 
mm) fiioreoce, where he had been^ be bad amused 
the Zmgari JK^lation with sqUIpqw similar 
to those, of the Austro-Irishman at Naples; 
und: as the &nie of bpth was uniyersal, it was 
thought a pity not Jjo un^ two .suph hapgy 
tempe^rs in the honds^ of f^).epdship;, ifhich 9f 
least vyiQuld procure iqr each a list^nei^ and pr^ 
dii4e Ae necessity, which, bpth ^rere mikdei^ 
ff UUimg forth thfeor w<^ to waiters and tavern 
wdls, ' ., 

V Chance, I believe, prodoeed the mutual: intro* 
clucta>tt, no one being willing tokiiow^^oHgh 
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to the very great amusement df thei^ Z^gari^ 
who with aln aB* bf the most t>d^febt Mdiff^nce, 
enjoyed theunbosoming of fHetid^p iiM sphek 
betwixt 'Ae pair of worthies. '¥fir the spaoe 
of an hour they were the begrt frieiidB possible^; 
not a shadow' of a difference between them, both 
cursing England imd Englishmen with a^^edL 
of mutual riTahry, until the Yankee b^gafttp 
oiit-Herbd the Hib^rtnan, Who Hkecl tiot' to hk 
outgone. The fellow felt itRflitied' to* krt% 
Britain once more, as sooil ks he Ibtind /another 
who hated and vituperated i^ worse than hithisel^ 
and he' at length began to Aeck the fervour <rf 
his companion^ anti-Angficism. The Vanker 
at length vbwe^ that an American brig, caahryinji 
n ae^e of guns, could overcome aid' take any 
Britidfi man of war. "Now tMs was a blast^e- 
mous kind of vaunt, that awoke obe of Ihe veiy 
few British prejudices of the Irishman, and 
he iU:<iOJrdihgly,'^thoutakiy further ceremony 
iold ih^ Ytfknkeei that be lied in hia fte^th. 
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Several compliments of the same caHbre fol- 
lowed, in which the gentleman in the Austrian 
uniform swore for England with all his mi^t 
-—nay, he was even ready to fighl for her— so 
irarm a patriot no one could ever become in lo 
short a time* 

It proved as difficult to arrange the final Settle- 
ment of the quarrel, as it had be^i natitxial to 
conunence it. The Austrian soldier wished to 
liave full play with his sdbre at the limbs of tl^ 
'American ; who seriously proposed in hm turn 
that they should fij^t with cannons or culverius, 
which he begged the Austrian to pixxnife iar 
thdr mutual convenience. To blow each other, 
from a pwr of great guns, was, accordmgto him, 
the only mode of duel at dnce CDurageous and 
genteel. The Austro-Irish had nd pbjeet3on to 
hard blows, but to make his exit out df tbe 
world in a parabola, in order to please the Yan- 
kee, he by no means relished, Qor was it td b& 
rendered more palatable by the said YtokeeV 
company in the final trip. The American how- 
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e^r bad some reason, when he argued, that hu 
mode would render unnecessary the attendance 
of seconds, whom it might prove difficult for 
either to procure. The difference was at length 
cbliged to be dedded by chance, on referring to 
which decision, the gentleman in white was 
allowed the choice of weapons. 

He i»referred the sabre, and the fosse of the 
castle of St Elmo was chosen as the place of 
combat Same yow^ Britons, who had amused 
themselves in forwarding and observing the pro- 
gress of this sport, were struck with remorse at 
the prospect of a sanguinary termination to it, 
and by their interest with some of the Austrian 
commandants, they procured the combatants to 
be stopped and disarmed as they ajq)roached the 
ground, taking care to substitute two stout clubs 
for the sword in the Irishman's hand. When 
left at liberty, the combatants, at least one of 
them, resolved that they should not part without 
«xcbangmg blows. The Hibernian presented 
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cue cliib io the Yankee, bade him defend him- 
•elf, and then drabbed him with the other. 

The sequel had like to have proved unpleasant 
to the victOT ; for the officers of his corps con-' 
ndered themselves so disgraced by a oomrade^s 
having fought a single combat with 'stick, 
instead of steel, . that they petitioned Greneral 
Frimont for his rocnovaL So that the anti-AngU- 
ttaa luid mnmty iaUm a viedm to /an »c6esnoii 
aC patrMun. 13ie Ziogari interem, homwet, 
pretahred ia» horn chia da^eir dao^ and^ cale 
pff<.tw»'Beisobs: dueb'wiA his tedflitfrofficMf, 
flgqm wtt^ted the Itisiiniait to^^llM|r fii^ioon 
As^tge the Yapkee, he was^ oa^ttcnnbeatd ot^ 
JB^Amp^ he cbed aftd^ hiafavMriteiailiioo, mA 
Uaw Uaasrif « Aom one of ^le gmn gftns dt^e 
CMle. 
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ROMAN SPOBTIlJ^a . 



I WAS acquaifitol mitk aa hoiMst JSm^ak 

4nld idei ba^l Amefkioiniihi' mrairiad f«r -m 
jmaMik>9t.Rame.widli'TObbig miii^ ccliBvaiie% 
t^mpki^ pilBCQ6 and .^»ctlire% rtfsdy ter ei^poK 
idl th« 4in^*i»pecia{|gf^heili|ttet'^^ of ity loflt 

dose and attentive study of GraUgnani^s xaeagM 
newspaper. ' As to high society he abhorred 
the name of it ; the jargon of the arts and con- 
noisseurship that reigned there was caviare to 
the unfortunate Zingaro, and gave him' the Uu^ 
devils infallibly. A ckere amie consoled hjin, 
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not only that^ bat taught him Italian, so tkat he 
began to enjoy the oooTarsation of the people, 
with whom he delighted to chat. He tided 
even to intenxigate die slaves that laboiured in 
the pia»za8\ which curiosi^ with some he 
asserted' to be a better mode of seeing and 
judging of Italy, than that of numing ova: 
galleries, and jabbering bad French to Prin- 

He at length finmed an acquaintance with 
several amongst the bouigeoisie at Rome, an 
honest, humUe class, our Squire prefening 
their society to that of his Zii^pai equals. H» 
new fri^ids discussed agricuhuie, the vmtage, 
the ways and means df Me, and insdruoted him, 
more than the company of nobles codkl, in 
those various little items of knowledge that are 
most matmal, at the same time that ih^ are 
most removed from the cognizance of the 
common traveller. He found them far diffbieiit 
from what Italians are supposed to be : they 
were neither keen, nor intriguing, nor rogues, 
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norlngotS); but on the contrary aa easy^ giinpl^ 
face, ^somewhat; timorous, and therefore at first 
perbqpe scoaewhat mistrustful ; but on fartfaor 
acquaintance frank, open and confiding, full of 
sharp good sense on the subjects of their lijniled 
drcl^ and believing that beyond Eome ^aeate 
existed a country cdiled France, and farther 
still a nation called England, that had some 
yeims since risen from the sea. Their geography 
was exceedingly vague ai^ indefinite. 

With, all this, their gaiety was Hke their sky, 
unclouded. The strict observiuice of religious 
di^es was abandoned to the females, who per- 
formed this for the whole fiuaily, the good man 
of the house hdkiing perhaps sceptical, at any 
rate no very rigid ideas on the score €i religioii 
-^preserving at the'same timea^silaie^ even of 
tlH>ught, oaithesubjeetof politics, and i^ruggtng 
bis shoulders with a mingled expressicm of 
admit%ition and contempt, whoever alhi»on 
was made to the plcms or feats of dbe Carbonari. 
Amusement was never slack, the guitar was 
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flanailir to evary hand; ^and tke irmce>^ emilk 
laia'a-gift^df^natutt fi»>Bi«iifai3eGteatbn^ tkore 
M^vtrdightedi The |)Gpular «n ami matter 
idodty of Ne*puUtad driglnv dlat dei^bt mA 
«re tor be- heard tuudngBl tteir mtiSiaingjnMia, 
i«eK^fo oicreiiilcUigible.to theteainof^the tuv&c 
ttnglfdiiiiecn than the fine dmwn cflhotalbns of 
ftb8Biiii,«T thegurgMogctf DaiTi^ Heentemd 
'iii(o^tbe «pbk of the pcopfe widi wiiom heia»- 
:inst^ aiuLthilui acquired tbe k^, ivhidi at (noe 
rendered every thing intelligible^ — ^idiom^ wh, 
popidaitiiriBfeahdfiiPiwgb^'-nenjegred Eome, I am 
;eeet|dB^ nnaee ui thift' iray,/4haotif he had 
■fraqtiented^the EdbzioiChigi ni^tlyk* . 

•The .modem Roiaana (ore^gi^ ar»onter» of 
jjlh«ir])deiigbftfiil ^eitjr. 'andtiits bm^^ - }: tErirj 
.iMMarmfntiaiiider>tfae6uniiwHHi.'pK|Hasedii^ its 
rprafer useaHm Uk the iBagMshman^^ amcDgst 
vill^era thoq^^rt of idiooting in the Caa^agiia 
* ^a&Jbeld out jto'iiim a» >£ar..sui'passHig theicopees 
>0!Ci fl^bbles (rf'lus noti^re oounliry* /Ifia^onan 
.^mild ibut.Jnd jpoi:)L her^indih.jfais«dog^and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



pm^ though tile (S^pii|:feiTrBo«>5 Jirouldiiteiaitf 
bid jiaee of ^ Ira^iJiftcii ribnu^nisre ^oidbt 
ieAsnmmsd temmaitiihpijnB&ij svbseitk:^yemnim 
lad pl9iuied.to kjtt:ia hei^yk^matXfireAumA 
hm or . iwlMbtfo Slowlyj that :wml^r 't&saey^m 
4dbifly asi aa .EdgUskifiiuaiDCc; ahiioii^hilbe 
:fei!tik laoiilik of 4>otDberi efEbrdflditD cmr E^ 
nan * oppdrtuiktei of* rwitaifiSQi^ the . hd&dii^ 
oastonis and' annueoftfDts; ofi;Iias imf^^ wivob 
lie joined m and cib^erv»4:> ttrkiii alorai^y and. 
driight. .-..=;',■ '.;•'•,>'■ 

At lei^g(tk tJi^ ;veat}nrcfU|Bi dec^ond fELVour- 

able for fthootang,>i^ad theiEnglisduDnn porqiaBed 

to , get his g^lll wd 'hisNgaHbrsi in tisadfiiaaB. 

liiere.wias augi^ gnaaiv aiMbneigifapve, to be of 

« the party^faad aJ^pAme d^Js sport litood mtlia 

- SqmiBVexpe^tation.iiicInitfae inovnin^ fae £iiled 

, jiot ta be- ati tfae^;|aiideatDU6| wheie*one cor tOFo 

i:a«>q^^s/2^ awaited to: oanfjr the sportii^ conpamy 

i to the. sqen&.ofaotioii. <«. They accordaiigfy 

mount^y; and .inrare 'knme. along in high gfee 

towjM^As^^ei C;aaQD|n^ba^:^tcb maa^ burdened 
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with a flie-arm, ftom wfaidi each shot without 
burstiiig it was a miracle. The vehielet, my 
friend akodbserred, were well stored, to obviate 
hoDoine during the day^s sport : all the daimiet 
dT Rome seemed to have beensdected: diere 
was a couple of gaUinacci^ each as large as a 
small sheep, those enormous turkeys, that ftal]^ 
alone produces — ^pig's flesh of all parts, and in 
all ways, boiurs" heads, sausages, dried beans^ 
ricetta, and chocolate puddings — ^never Wm such 
a medley. Apparently they seemed to rely rery 
little upon the day's sport for the adding to the 

ftttSt 

Having carefully depoiHted. their moving 
larder in a lone osieria of the Campagna, 
ordered the cooking ctf the dishes and thepi^ 
paration of the dinner, the eating of which our 
Zingaro began already to suspect was to prove the 
ehief amusement of the dxy^ the party shouldered 
their guns, and marched along the Campagna. 
There was a great scarcity of dogs, my friend 
observed, and asked bid companions once or 
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twice how they hoped to raise the game, but 
thfiy laughed in reply, and poioted to an owl^ 
which a boy car^uUy carried on bia hand. Tb^ 
Squire stared and marvelled at tht»: he had 
heard of hawking, but owling was a sport 
beyond bo^ hfe experi^ce and coni]mhettflii»i. 
HoWerer, as they seemed by their cotintonaiices 
to pxomise . good sport, and anticipated his 
de%ht, which they wished to hei^t^ by not 
acquainting him before hand with their novel 
mode of sport, he accompanied them in humble^ 
but no very confident expectation of amuse^ 
ment; left off questioning, and attended the 
denouement of the day'^s sport 

At a at i^aee for* their operations the party 
hidted; our aquiteput his gun to his shbuld^y 
in expectation of seeing a hare at least nm 

m 

forth; but neiith^ bird nor beast . started on 
bis view. The Romans in the mean tine had ' 
stuck in the ground a lifnber atake, on wlHch 
they placed,: tied, that he might not escape the 
afiir^d civetta or . owl^ and then redring fix» 
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itt*-vAicb em ^(HJfnr ikj roNtod ibttt:gmfe^ 
Th^ BAm obe^liettdy» but In utMSomtim fc^i 
k9FedlfeK^<fcimpWi AfWr some tiiA« Ifaf! of1«^ 
kfitjt^Jiimielfj b^im to cxy md ^^kmPp ^^^^ 
fli)tt«r oa his stri^ wbkb faAct* th? fffe«(t cimfd^ 
by the hidden spcnrtsmen. For flocl^k^ tari^i 
b^^aato 4im«r Dear and gali^r.x^iHi^^b^mty ' 
o^V wb^lbi^ for Ijbe i^rpoee «if meckias thev^ 
natacal eoMiy Md ecyoyioig hi$ ^ap^vity^.w 
fii9dn«t^ by hifi ^wmo^ v^y-fiieod, wi^not oa^ 
tuddift eQ9M|^;(ta^d]pQC|Ker. 

X^yaig dowB dius jaa cold apd u^iMio^aMme:. 
Huurihfor ao ^ttUe,puffM)s^.>v9»;.^;ii^.idl ^to>«,- 
hii umt^ «^4 M,»;a8 a2io>it,|oi,iitob^lw^diir. 
cotit<otiiiirmfajt> wken Ua Jce^ toodtor :spBBr8->: 
nmi fred oqe afto^ afwihcr lysfttldacaf^p^r^^ 
tlM Mmi ; flod oartAtfdy: Utkd l»aCr %bwr: 
<' Wbat do .yoi». tbk^ of., diat f|wrtr ariadj 
tke; Hmmois to hiflV &» ^tKJi haldup anej^^oMU 
«on«s a IvifDe ^ poor lillle laib^.piiud;iti& 
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wHt not fmiy^ ^mppolifi»d,''bot' ^ff^, being* 
d^kiiit^iedhitD lAftthe diot^^tfisglraaefisA sport. 
He had aot yet di^arged)^ gnn?\ mi Vksitug' 
hik ^^tJB/Mm in U» ir^, lie tilmcfd his^ ptece ^ 
the urfotttmate detoy^cm)^ #}ncb kftd aeted ^ 
'setter t€i tli^ idd of ^ito&et^ and sb6t ^ poer ' 

:It Was tMnr tile turn of ^ the Rbmiuia \o'^ 
aftgry ala oondiict diey oould tiot divittcr t^ 
rdaBoa of; but cdttM co^Iy kfter[Mt by sli^ 
po«kig, tbi^^die ignorant B)*k(m mistook tbe 
owl iot the true game. * And in lhi& <;^nMm'4ie 
aHow«d them tot peace-sake to lest, satisBdd 
wkh having |)tft an e^ <o any furtfier ep&rtr 
€(3MiuMt 0B^tllat4ay, i^ resoited nev^ i^ain 
to^ «M fdrdi <iii ca shooth^ eifpedMM with 
Itomana. Thfaad^ geed^ieii w^re not mudi 
griemd byche faAet)f ^ o«rl^ aitd-thefatem^ 
tkm of the itffs ^k>rl, mace it restored them 
sooner t» the ci^oyflMit oi theiif dkner add 
oHetia. Amidat the dianties» ^nght in sbdi^ 
abnujinioe from tke; tt^^» Itie piodfo^ cf th«£ 
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day*! sport, in the shape of ten larks, was 
added; and towards the termination of the 
feast, whilst they were quaffing their purple 
wine, they expatiated as true sportsmen on the 
masterly style in which each had covered and 
knocked down his lark. The conversation then 
extended to other days of sport, in which many 
vaunted to have actually shot a thrush in the 
flagrant act of dnging sweetly. A few such 
innocent boasts restored the Squire to his good 
humour ; for the rest of the evening he enjoyed 
^e gaiety of the Roman Cockneys, with whom 
he vowed no more to visit the Campagna. 
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We were comfortably seated in the little 
theatre of the Fondo at Naples, discussing the 
great progress and merits of the Neapolitan 
school of dancing, the academy for the profi- 
ciency of which art, established by Ferdinand, 
forms one of his noblest acts in the eyes of his 
subjects ; they might be contented to import 
rulers or soldiers from France or from Austria, 
t)Ut it wounded their national pride to be in- 
debted to the former for such indispensable 
personages as the figurantes of their ballet. 
Discussions of such kind and similar importance 
occupied the happy audience of the theatre, 
when a rumbling noise was heard as from a dift* 
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of ihd people in ;tlictpki2to i^idiout. ^ A d^pei^ 
blidefc.MHndb'iiMisiieaKl, dd^ ^ Keapolitadi 
knew '.the tetriUv voice tf old Mother £art& 
iirvgiudoQ^^ * / . .i 

{Tbetthestre iiras i^itfptj^ in JEknitistaiit. It iM 
hmn « stiU^ ' though h^ymoonltght, norrfa^ 
dtfappeanngii* Thd crowd 'fitnn the tipper and 
loftier parts X)f the dty were hurrying down to^ 
wtanbniie'SCftj ddtigt the ^p^n and flagged sp£u;e 
betwewtbe' Foddo'tfnd thk tastle, the baUle- 
vmimoimUAymff&)x&htkoi9^6ed With Atistr!^ 
aaldieiB^idtfiientt(]i*witb0$sa gbeiie sone^'kid 
ftwftil to them. Stit hod'thtih^er and eaii^t/ 
qmk& bwh beeii biidjr fet ^Sfee^^fiiri^, I Veffljr 
bdet^Cy to hear ^^n Wiefr ' Wkes wotdd Save? 
hem impottpido, «d h^ted^' Iddd aiM' fr^tt^^ 
wane' the ^acd|inia^nl^N^poMan tongues. '' 
» Xi :ia aibtoidsbif/g^^ that^ ba^nrever aw^l thb 
nam of the element*! in ^t^mbubtion or casdmi^ 
tion i^ and howi^er 4tiinall^lni4^ce, the^ 'ttif 
rivalled bj the inean^tft and wmt in^giMc^Alt' 
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cumblingi of the uUe^* The4lttter of adngr 
we often mistake for tbunder:;; evfen «hea^ 
iU^ over head noay have ta «ur -eav idl^the 
effect of those mighty masses of chnvd thai 
shock together. At this instant Mount Vmw* 
Tins groaned no doubt in the thicra that Itn* 
^lediatelj preceded ;eru{^n| but ihe. groan was 
drowned in the Tociffratkma <i th^ avahened 
population of the city. 

In the mingled crowd was a ouricws caD^ktat. 
The natives of the j^cp xaiiiloi^aod, nore to 
asceftaiB their fatf, tbw {xomrmy^ uaendMM^ 
rassed curiosity^ (oalling in their haste and feaa 
upon all the saints . tb^ britith eould mutter^ 
The Ziipgairir^^ )^ f^h^r.btmii^iijem (klig&tod 
ip the e^^treme^ esfih ^qidd bave^gifen half Iria 
fortune to Imve,] yvimemA ao erof^tnn ; nut 
here the t^ble ^e0r |M»d f tid^en >|daee< They 
cfTOfwded down U>;A# molt tp bdiiMlte aibKine 
i^gieotacle, with tbe'M«fcei^gei»es8iaiHl joy^ wkh 
wfeic^ they Wt burtied to. the Giiondcda or 
p}^, ef flre»W)Wfkft ttr Ronmi iAt fenglihv ifewu 
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ever» wlieB the volcano did bunt fortb, 
establish a huge piUar of fire and flame between 
it and the superincuinbeiit cloud» lighting up 
the whole bay with a livid gleam, that each b^ 
held in the countenaikce of hia neij^Uioaiv at the 
same time that it enabled him to maik the aot* 
line of the dif tant Capri> the ehted onriositjr 
of the one nation, and the anxious tei!n» of the 
other were blended in one feelioi^ of mlent md 
tremendous awe« 

If the eye was turned wi& averted glance^ 
thrpugh horror, from the burning mounlain, it 
fell upon a mass of uptumed faoes extxnded 
citywards frcnn the mole, and along the shote 
and harbour, the terr<Hr of each visage oon- 
gpicuous in the bronze .^ane that rested upon 
them all Behind them the city reared its^, 
its whit^ palaces and castdlated height, ^dothed 
in the same dreadful crimson, that seemed the 
devptedjiame-coloured garment of a victim t« 
the Inquisition. Although a Neapolitm rabUei 
it was utterly ^enced.l^ tl^Justmsk and am* 
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iagrf^tibii sent forth by the Tdlcano; and their 
hreathing and rustHng togetiier, was alone 
heard for a time. Their presence of mind was 
recovered ; from muttering vows and Sprayers, 
idaoh at first whispered, were at length shouted 
forth, as the confidence of devotion rose upon ^ 
the «uj^ressed teirors of a probable catastrophe. 
After a time, the crowd, as at an execution, b^ 
gan to grow hardened, to utter exclamations 
little decent, to mark coolly the progress and 
acts of the mountain, and even to pass jokes 
upoa the torr^t of flame which it was up-pourl 
ffig, mid ^ probaMe causes of such a pheno- 



Our ^tons ev^n became loud in their ques- 
tjooa, and amongst them might be heard the 
d0&»te vf»ee, eind seen the delicate form of the 
young English girl, in whom curiosity to view 
so WfmdnMis a sight, had overcome timidity. 
It was a position at no little danger, not only 
^ma the fearful accompaniments or conse- 
q^eneea of the volcano's eruption, but from this 
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csrowd wbkh pretaed towods the ■Kile, «Bd 
tbrefttaMd to pmh before it into die m« ikm 
preeeot occtipien of ao adTUtageoiM a poii- 
tioD. 

In a little time, bowerer, the tphndid mfjki 
became too terrific for curiout j : the stiMm of 
fire that the Tokano had ronitod forth, formed 
orer it an immense dood of aombiie. vapour, 
ignited and diarged with ligfatmag, trMoh the 
ttili ascending sd^eam ot §n caused to escplode. 
Thb fearful doud tliat hovered over the vd- 
cano, but extended itadf fiu* and wide, even 
over Naples and all its Bajt kept wiiifei tl a 
continual rattle of diunder-dapt and peak, 
whilst from its dark depths issued fordi in everjr 
part and at every instant, forked H g htai ngt of 
most appalling vividness, dianging die oiioisott 
glow that rested on all the scen^ and att the 
visages of bdioldksrs, to a bright and daeiliag 
light* From these horrors the crowd qokUj 
dispersed, some to cellars and reoesses finr fbom 
the iinc^^ thander and the perciii^ lightoiiY 
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;wJMle Jife JUsMMPW sott|^ttl|e theker «f 
JibtMib ««vitt»a€d bimself io .iIk^ ohw of Im 
iViBt,«,aad witibont imy^of hm prov^rbml tmi* 
dity slept. In the breasts of foreigners cmk^- 
/i^y was uMerly 9tifled by awe, wbiltt (bey 
^|»afliMdt« wake^aad aoxiousiuglit Tbo^fi 
ii^fao. itiii «dij:ted to.look forth «oiild imrk dife 
gkmi^ tffOxmUs oi lam^ cansag 4dm the dttA 
.«lV)iltUiiiiii's eiddl^itfely, 'WiBdiiig th«oi(gh tibe 
HHeY^nneosiof the 4iei3beiitiike. a flary «<rpeiil, 
g^vu^ttiikth^iif i^pwM 4ii6 wanifaigi toilie inhli- 
Ji^|antsi^4h0.iraic««D'*i| fbd tb lit^remhdkdte timm, 
Jxit'iMbanqiag; ^Hh; an hreiittjble. tide iipon 
jj^ ti^wBs apd^ tefim«t^» oft th«s destroyed 
^b«£Qir% s^ ^ >oft4iudtKictosfy lelmik. 
* . ySii^m^ nm& 4ke 'n«t. nHUmaig^ bul ooyld 
rii^'^inetiao ^i4th'it« bialgbt#iiiy the iombise 
^# ^ ^ buag ov«r N^iles. Tbt ^ap- 
jtk»i;ha4 pi^t 4»t0d*. .but day%bt, at least what 
^figf9^0^(^ Jia^Uf^i^ had gtoppod the fhm^ 
giMVoiif o(,i4Mch o£ itft tesrora. The NMpofi- 
^inaftill i||ui0dia ttxiety, whUst m the br€iit 
vol. II. o 
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of the English fear had subnded, and a 
curiousand scientific sort of ardour seemed to 
impel them all towards the Terj eentre of de- 
vastation. The ashes fiell thick, like a fine and 
dun-ooloured snow, and filled the atmosphere 
with their dreary shower. But the eagerness of 
the Zingari was not to be restrained. 

H<nr8e and foot were all in motion towards 
Vesuvius. Not only the young and the bold, 
but even fathers of families with their daught^^, 
the women, and even children, all gallopped to 
.view the volcano from the nearest situation 
consistent with safety, to observe and analyze 
the lava streams that poured forth, resolved to 
die the scienUfic death of old Pliny, or return 
ai^ sage, or what they more esteemed, after 
having dared as much as he. The Neapoli- 
tans thought the good Zingari must be mad. 
The cut bono was a question which they put in 
vain to the Britons; the irresisUble curiosity of 
, travel is a motive unintelligible and inexplicable 
to those who have not felt it; and indeed 
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it should be cause of little wonder, that we^ 
mffipcted vnilh a mania so mysterious to the 
peo{de<)f the south, diould seem to them guided 
by other rules than those of reascm or comnum 

' ^he voad from Naples to Bemna was thrcmg- 
ed with Zingaxi, who hurried to the mountain, 
and with peasante fleeing with their goods an4 
ehsattels ta the metrop<dis for protection. No^ 
thing could check the daring curiosity of our 
countrymen, who coasted along the currents 
of burning laira, and amused themselvi^ 
in fixing crowns in the molten laya, whidi 
were soon mingled with it, and the lava thus 
blended with the silver, was taken, . cooled 
and' carried off a& a trophy. 

Never were days of such amusement, excite- 
ment and deHght, as the eruption of Vesuvius 
brought to the English at Naples. It was 
quilea fSte^ a kind of Saturnalia tpo^ where 
the mutual reserve betwixt the EngUab stran- 
gers .was forgotten; all ei^er^ abxieui^ ques* 
o S 
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tioning and imparting intelligence to each 
other. An egregious piece of crim. am., or a 
separation between two spouses, in whose fate 
the fiEishionable world was interested, could 
not have produced a sensation in London city 
more dissipative of languor and ennui. For 
the diver^on of the Zingari alone it must have 
been planned. In other respects it was per- 
fectly innocent ; and except that the old moun- 
tain burnt some yards of its brim, and that 
the ripening oranges were tinged with the 
ashes, and the eyes of upgazers rendered sore 
by the shower, no consequences further than 
the agremens here recorded, followed the pheno- 
menon. 

Like the old story of the " fuss about the 
bit of bacon," the Lazzaroni affirmed that all 
the thunder and flame was the threat^ed ven- 
geance of heaven against the Tureschi, as in 
their tongue they called the Tedeschi or Grer* 
mans ; and during the progress of the eruption 
tbej were in great hopes, that some sacred 
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▼engeance might fall upon the occupiers of 
Naples. But not a cannon was melted, nor 
soldier struck by the innocent lightning, and the 
city returned to ife old state of slavery and 
pleasure, and the Zingari to their sight-seeing 
and amusement on the folio^vHng bright morrow. 
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I HAVE before observed, that it is not to be 
wondered at, that Englishmen shun Englishmen 
abroad. Our state of sodety at home is, first 
of all, replete with causes of social antipathy, 
to a degree unknown to any other nation or 
body of men in any other period. Foreigners 
attribute this to our natural character; but 
they are mistaken — it is a necessary conse- 
quence of our advanced state of civilization, of 
the diffusion of knowledge, wealth, even fashion, 
in fine of every profession or endowment that 
can give one man or set of men superiority over 
another. The tendency of the uppermost of 
any nation, is to isolate themselves into «i aris^ 
tocracy ; and this, in all states of society otho: 
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than our own, is easy, is in fact established with* 
out effort. But here the toe of the peasant 
treads on the kibe of the courtier too closely. 
The inferior ranks of life rush on to mingle and 
oonfound themselves amongst the first, not with 
any democratic feelings of rerolutiomzing or 
equalizing ranks, but with the same jnretensions, 
the same airs and characteristics as are wom^ 
by those whose pre-eminence they seek to share, 
not debase. The world isa little too old to 
bow exclusively to birth ; it is too independent 
to submit exclusively to w^th, information is 
spread over the surface of all ranks ; and hei« 
as there exists no real, indisputable characteristic 
of rank or greatness, those who are in possession 
of such, or fancy themselves so, have no mode 
left of Reserving that rank, except a seclusio^i 
amongst themselves, — in forming an exclusive 
knot or society, the entry to which is strictly 
guarded, and the very internal intercourse of 
which is carried on, in order to deter and drive 
away interlopers, in a language and manner of 
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ocmyeraation, in imng Which m pretender would 
infallibly betray himself. 

And this is a mode of defence adopted, not 
only by the very higher circles of life, imt is 
adopted through all, down to the lowest dasses*. 
The same aristocratic feeling pervades all ranks 
— the same dread of being contaminated by 
acquaintanceship, and of lonng one^s piaoe in 
society by the least connecdon with an inferic^.* 
Englishmen aU seem like cast away marmers,. 
clinging to a wreck; each unfortunate is ab- 
sorbed in considerations of the fate he can 
scarcely hope to escape. In the scramble for 
life, many must perish ; and this certainly im- 
presses upon all selfishness, a keen care not to 
miss a hold or a step, nor to compromise their 
secure footing for the reli^, or salvation of 
others. 

Walk our streets, enter our saloons ; there is 
mistrust in every face, and even in the greeting 
of every friend there lurks a reserve behind the 
show of friendship, that is chilling to the heart 
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that t^ares for aught bejcmd itself. Be rich, 
titled, great, have all the claims to cmnsideratioti 
that man can haye, still some few will find a 
flaw, or foresee one^ that counsels coldness in 
their salutations, wariness in their converse with 
y(nx. EngUsh society resembles a parterre of 
thistles, fttU blowing, flaunting, afid gay enou^ 
togedier, when unagitaited, but at tJbe least 
breath all are in motion, armed at all p(Hilts 
against each other, imd infficting mutually 
k ^usand l>etty wounds. 

Abroad there is none <x little of diose feelings ; 
lately indeed we have introduced it in other coun- 
tries, but«ven where tluit has been effected, it has 
been confined to the uf^r classes. The .French, 
for instance, are a proud peofde, proud as a nation, 
but as individuals not in the least so; they 
have none <^ our social quarantine laws against 
that most dreaded of all jdagues, vulgarity. 
Whilst we do away with the hypothesis of phy- 
sical contagion, they are beyond us, and declare 
there is no truth in the moral, nor do they fear 
o 8 
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any fatal consequence to their dignity even from 
contact with the undigmfied. 

It is the same all over the continent There 
the higher ranks are separated fixim the hwet 
by a broad interval^ over which both dasses can 
cordially converse without fear of compromisiBg 
the dignity of tl^ higher. There the graduat- 
ing order of nken are not heaped upon «oe ano- 
ther ; all old barriers thrown down^ and no de- 
fence existing, except in the byJawsand mutual 
understanding that link the members of each 
<nrder together. There in consequence the 
sodal prop^naty is allowed in its full fioree, 
without a check or restraint; whikt in our state 
of life, it is not only counteracted, but actually 
driven out of the field by an antipathy to our 
fellows, articled as it were upoa us. < Abroad we 
rejcnce at the sight of each others countenances ; 
hereto have a strange face thrust upon one, is 
an accident productive of anxiety, doubt, fear, 
mistrust, and uneasiness. 

If such be the unsocial feelings of Englishmen 
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at borne, they are increased to a treble degree 
abrcMid. For then we are presented with 
foreign sodety, 8o contrasted in this respect with 
our own, where man is utterly free from pride, 
{Mrejudice, vanity, ceremony or affectation. 
Grant that the Italians are not deeply read, 
widely infonned, or skills in the intercourses 
of European politics, philosophy or science, they 
€ice the more natural and i^^reedble companions 
from their ignorance. However more versed in 
the real enyojrments of life, irhich if they reason 
not so much with the wisdom of the stoics, as 
with theindifference of old Epicurus, the ddi^ts 
of their society are not the less fascinating. Nor 
<2an their pleasures be condemned as altogether 
unintdlectual, when the diarm of the arts is 
mingled with them alL The tone, .the cant, 
which some whim of the kind — racing, or pugi* 
lism, or scnne sp<^ baser stiQ, commonieates 
even to enlightened and high society in England, 
is in Italy ^ven by the arts ; and tiiis, even if it be* 
affectation, breathes an elegance of refinement, 
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anair of feeliog upon the general oonyerse, that 
renders it more tmlj neUe than our passing 
jargon can sender ours. The effect too is thus 
permanent^ and fiormsa ptraring characteristic 
of the people* Our n^iims and modes of q>eech 
as of dressy pass and are ibi^tten, as they de- 
senre, leaving us,, under the ])retence of fashion^ 
real vulgarians, both in thou^t »i4 idiom. 

This contrast is very striking to an English- 
mam "^^ lutt iaamersed himself altt^ther in 
foreign society ». and who after thus forgetting 
the way« of his countrymen and country, is then 
pres^ted with a specimen. The e£Eect is <tften 
disgusting in the extrenK, and productive of a 
dislike to one's country, whidh in the case of 
a simple individual vents itself in mistered dis- 
content, and is forgotten in tfae^ return of that 
mal du paySf which fails not to Imng a re- 
currence of patriotism to the heart of the most 
voluntary exile. In a poef s case, the anti- 
patriotism assumes the more poetic language of 
misanthropy, and pours forth on mankind a 
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general indignation, excited by the uncouth and 
selfish prejudices of his countrymen. 

This momentary antipathy to one's compa- 
triots is a feeling, experienced more or less by 
all abroad, even by thehumUe and unrenowned. 
How great then must it arise in the breast of 
those, whose celebrity has rendered their persons 
even lui object of interest and curiosity with 
these forbidding Zingari, who consequently in- 
trude upon, and haunt the steps of the unfor- 
tunate objects of their admiration. The diffito 
monstrari^ an annoyance at the best of times^ 
beomies in this case an eril of magnitude, a nui- 
sance that enci^ches mi one^s privacy and peace. 

All these natural and general causes, joined 
with not a few private particular ones, had con- 
tributed to Lord B "^s alienation from, 

and dislike to Englishmen. He afterwards 
abated considerably from this disgust, and ad- 
mitted into his intimacy one of the most sin- 
guliur coUections of his compatriots that any 
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Qobleman or gentleman could choose. But this 
)^ippened not till he had wearied himself of 
Italian society, and wearied Italian society of 
him. As he declined in years too, he drooped 
from the stem ideal character that he had so 
nobly pencilled forth for his adoration, and 
the solitude he loved, preyed upon him too in- 
tensely. Then, indeed, he sought refuge in 
the first society that chance wafted to his palace 
door, stinch sodety as least suited him. For his 
intellect, strained by poetical excitement and ex- 
ertion all night, aided too by ignoble inspira- 
tion, his state during the day was that of mere 
exhausti(»i, capable merely of uttering slang, 
idle chat, common-place remarks, whether criti- 
cal} moral, or political, which all passed as sub- 
lime, upon a set of intellects, whose flow scarcely 
reached 4he limit of his ebb. 

Whilst at Venice, however, he had not 
jct declined Arom his zenith. His muse had 
QOt altogether abandoned the frown for the leer. 
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nor was the fierce pride of his temper yet 
tamed by years* He then remembered how 
much the strength of bis character lay in its 
mystery ; nor could he at that period have ever 
been so oblivious and imprudent, as to abandon 
this to the vulgar crew of Philistines that since 
surrounded him, and shore him at once of 
mystery and power, and even dignity. 

One should think that such a resolution as his 
lordship^s to avoid his countrymen altogether, 
could have been put into execution most easily 
at Venice, whose lanes none but plebeiigis tread, 
and on wl^ose watery ways the gondola of the 
noble is undistinguishable from that which plies 
for hire, except that its trappings are of deeper 
and truer dye. But the impertinence of ad- 
mirers had recourse to all shifts, and to ^e 
utmost perseverance, to obtain a satisfactory 
glimpse of the great poet. In every creek 
facing and around his palace, gondolas full of 
Zingari, lurked like Mainotes waiting for their 
prey, and many was the crown won by the 
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successftil gooddUer, who could so guide his 
bark nt to aiPord bis £ure a view of the desired 
peridi. On the Lido swarms attended his 
rides, nay, though he often deferred them till 
twiUght for the sake of solitude. 

In Venetian society his Lordship even limited 
his vittts to peculiar circles, where althou^ idol- 
ized at first» his capricious humour and gallantry, 
never according to, but always against etiquette, 
brought him at length into disfavour with the 
dowagers ** that were.'' In some instances his 
impoliteness was qiute flagrant — only think of 
his slighting the advances of a rdgning beauty 
turned of fifty, to turn his attentioes towards her 
daughter, a girl too, with family unreared, — 
his taste was €{uite preposterous. But to let 
reasons rest and state the fact, his lord- 
sh^ bad more enemies than friends atnoi^ the 
Venetiaa fair, and all were willing to join in any 
plot against a personage whom they literally 
feared. 
What he then piqued himself most upon. 
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was his total secluaon from his countrymen, 
with one of whom, he used to boast, he had not 
spoken for Heaven knows how many mcNorths. 
He even defied their ingentnty to reach him, 
and would even wager that he could not be sur- 
prised into the crime of holding .communimi 
with an Englishman. He knew their toumure^ 
their look, their air at a kague^s distance, and 
fled from the contact instinctivdy. 

There was a young Engls^man then at 
Venice, a very young man, quite beardless, ai»l 
worshipping in all the ardour of boyhood, Ae 
genius of Byron. He had sought the htSk of 
Venice, almost on no ether account than to be- 
hold the poet, a wish that he found it impcacti* 
cable to gratify. Some of the wick«d matrons 
of Venice, however, took pity on the youths a^ 
engaged to procure for him not only a sight, 
but an acquaintance, they hoped, of a very 
Ultimate kind with the noble hermit. Some 
little humprsome vengeance of their own was 
of course to be gratified at the same time, but 
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the youth consented to any conditions provided 
he could behold the bard. 

Strange enough, the boy resembled Byron 
himself excessively, and had the same delicately 
cut features, approaching to beauty aknost 
feminine. He spoke Italian perfectly, and very 
little tuition was sufficient to give his tongue the 
peculiar softness, idiom, and tone of the Venetian 
dialect. In less than a fortnight he lisped their 
^ bastard Latii^'* to perfection, and his Vene- 
tian tongue was reckoned by those best of 
judges as proof against detection. 

Thus prepared, he was habited as a young 
Venetian dame, — luxuriant curls concealed and 
adorned his countenance — the modest dress un- 
der which foreign dames affect to conceal their 
charms, which they rarely abound in, was ad- 
vantageous to the present deceit — and ricUy 
attired, our youth was led at midnight to 
Madame Albrizzi's, as a newly married lady, 
arrived from the Terra Firma to make her 
entree into the world of fashion. 
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The poet dropped in at his usual hour, cast 
bis mistrustful glance around, and observing 
that no stranger was present to be a spy upon 
hb unbended hour, he relaxed his haughtiness 
into the. easy, trifling converse, which the. mind 
accustomed to exertion loves. From fair to 
fair he wandered, dealing to all a portion of his 
peculiar capricious, and often satirical, gallantry; 
tiU at length a new face, that most rare object 
ki the confined and unvarying circle of Italian 
hi^ life, struck and fascinated his attention. 

He demanded who she was, and was told a 
high and handsome sounding title. . He ap* 
proached at once, and entered into conversation 
with the supposed beauty, who, as may be sup- 
posed, spoke as little and as modestly as was 
consistent with keeping up the character as- 
sumed. Timidity in an Italian female was a 
new attraction. The youth, after a time, finding 
his tongue sufficiently feminine, which it was 
not difficult to be, so masculine and powerful 
are the tones of those southern females, one of 
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whom be represented, took greater ccmfidence 
and joined with less reserve in oonversaticm 
with the poet. 

At length Lord B touched on the topic 

of patriotism, for he was fond of awakening 
those feelings in the breasts of Venetians; he 
loved even to indulge in a little reproof and 
satire, at the expence of the humble and submis- 
sive character of the living children of Venice. 
In rejoinders to a remark of this kind, he was 
not a little surprised to find his own patriotism 
called in question, or rather his anti-patriotism 
a11u(led tQ. He was even asked how he, who 
denied and reviled his country, glared to taunt 
in others the feeling which necessity enforced 
in them, but which caprice alone could inspire 
him with. Had a fly stung him with a wasp's 
sting, be could not have been more astonished. 
But he was not without his pleas, his indignant 
defence, the being driven to which but pleased 
him the more witli his companion. He spoke 
eloquently — ^he dropped the mask of gallantry 
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and trifling, and displayed the feeling, pas- 
»onate being that he was; and the young 
Englishman enjoyed beyond all that he had 
anticipated the sight and conversation of the im- 
mortal poet. 

I wish the truth would allow me to have 
added some piquant conclusion to the story, 
but such and no more did it tend to. The 
Venetian dames ardently wished that he should 
become enamoured of his countryman in dis- 
guise, but his lordship, though unable to detect 
the imposture, was proof against any false 
charms the disguise could possess; and the 
youth satisfied would not continue the deceit. 
He wrote the following day, confessing the 
trick, and begging to be allowed to visit his 
lordship in his proper character — no answer 
was returned. The poet was hurt; and the 
circle of the Albrizzi laughed so much at his ex- 
pense, that he no longer affidted, as the French 
say, his antipathy to his countrymen, in that 
society. 
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An idea obtained, and still obtains currency 
amongst the Zingari, owing to the preponde- 
rance supposed to be allowed in ccHitinental 
society to the military precession, that no one 
except a scddier is respected abroad. Nothing 
is more common than for a dandy, who never 
saw a regiment in line, even sLt a relview, to order 
a red coat at his tailor*8, previous to his travels, 
which if he finds no opportunity of sporting 
elsewhare, he cunningly deposits uppermost in 
his trunk or portmanteau, relying upon the 
sacred scarlet of the British uniform to defend 
his effects from robbery of all kinds, fiscal o^ 
otherwise, by public or private authorities. AtL 
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Italian .purchases a crucifix or an Agnm Dei, 
for the same piu^ses of insurance, and their 
tutelary powers are no doubt as efficacious as 
the Englishman's talisman in the shape of a 
red coat 

To a man really military, the idea that he 
will be respected in the country of his nattu*al 
and generous enemies for his being so, is not 
preposterous; nor is the making use of such a 
safeguard ridiculous, but what shall we say to 
the gallant experienced officers and commanders 
of yeomanry corps, carefully bringing their 
regimentals in their travelling baggage, in order 
to astonish and awe the natives. I was led into 
these reflections by beholding a number of 
English uniforms in Italy — one gentleman tra* 
yelled over Calabria in the paraphernalia of the 
City of London Light Horse. I wish to heaven 
Mathews had seen him. On the summit of an 
Italian diligence you may spy what would cpr- 
tainly be stared at oh the top of an EngUsh 
stage coach, the lieutenant of some disbanded 
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militia, en grande tenue ; and at all thf levees 
of all the courts of Europe are to be seen men 
dad in his Britannic Majesty's uniform, that by 
no means do the said uniform nor his Majest^s 
military service much honour ; for these gentry 
very much resemble in awkwardness of appear- 
ance the civic or national guard, who put on 
uniform and wear a sword some half dozen or 
dozen times in the year. 

The late congress at Verona was dreadfully 
thronged with these British mUitaires. Poor 
civilian strangers were thrust out of the gates 
without remorse, whilst at first the red coats 
were admitted. They at last, however, thronged 
in such crowds that the uniform Was lio longer 
a protection; and all coats, red as well as 
black, amongst the Zingari, were ordered to 
evacuate the town before the coming of the 
emperors. An hundred voices called and cla- 
moured to his Grace of Wellington, to exert 
his influence with the Austrian police, and his 
lordship had as much trouble in interfering for 
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bis prdscribed countrymen, as in uttering the very 
delicate protest against imperial resolves, which 
he is reported to have done. He succeeded in 
favour of a great number of Zingari, and they 
were allowed to remain at Verona, to witness the 
.festivities and courts of the great personages 
then assembUng ; they were obliged in order to 
avail themselves of his Grace^s protection, to 
seem to make part of his suite, which became a 
more fonmdaUe one in consequence than evefl 
that of their imperial majesties. 

The Congress proceeded, and the Zingari in 
red enjoyed the gaieties extremely. The King 
of Prussia, who has a peculiar taste for the 
minutiae of military affairs, eyed with the keen 
look of a ihiUtary connoisseur the motley suite of 
his friend, the English envoy. But without seem- 
ing to allude in the least to his observations, 
he frequently conversed with and questioned 
his Grace, according to his royal custom, respect* 
ing the military force of England, of the num- 
bers, the troops, and the species of troops that 

VOL. II. P 
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ODoapofled it Amoi^t other diing^ he qudstkm- 
ed him roflpecdng tibe inilki% and th* jeotaamy, 
Cffocenumg which fotoehis Giaoa» Kke a tKdcKcs^ 
teplied truly,' that such irere wc$ttcdj sedumed 
to. make part of the establishmCTtt. 

*< Strange, then," quoth his Pruseian Ma- 
jesty, rather impertinently at the same time 
laying his hand upon the button of a certam 
tianmet in his Grace's suit, upon wldch button 
appeared very conspicuous the character o^ 
slure yeomanry, ** that your Gtraee 
should choose your staff officers from this tem- 
porary service ; why they are all yecmian ^ 

cried his Majesty, examining Ae buttnas ef 
each. 

" Your Majesty,'' replied his Grace, blush* 
ing deeply and pot pleased, ^^ has the eye 
of a soldier that cannot be deceiTed**' 

His Grace is not &med for retcorts^ dr he 
could easily have made a better (»e. But he 
did not wish to hurt bis yeomanary suite l^ 
prolonging the conversati(Hi« He had not 
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looked for any sudb inspection^ deeming that 
Icings, like Daggerwoods^ had aonls above but- 
t(m& He was disappointed tery much to fab 
mometitey mortification. 
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ST. MARK'S. 



THxme h no place in Italy, or in the world 
perhaps, in which an En^hman is so little at 
home aa at Venice ; and this in deifHte c^ his 
marine prupenrities, which can find nothing 
CGB^emal to them in the gliding gonddhiB and 
stagnant canals of the ooean-bnite city. The 
yery desire, that irresistible impulse that drives 
so many of us abroad, is perhaps at bottom a 
feeling of being fettered in an island, however 
ample---of being walled in by that' indomi- 
tdide fence, which we glory in. We long to go 
abroad, to visit Europe, not so much to behold 
beautiful scenery, or to survey the ways and 
customs of foreign nations, as simply to tread 
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the continent to traverse its unlimited sbore^ 
and with the feelings of birds escaped from 
an ample cage, where they had liberty, light, 
and food abundant, yet sighed to enjoy the 
open sky, we breathe more at largf, the 
wings of ima^ation are tinpinioned, when we 
emerge from our island upon the wide surface 
of Europe. 

To a person who has wandered abroad from 
the impulse of this feeling, and I confess myself 
one of these, Venice fonns a most unoamfort- 
able residence. For the first week indeed the 
imi^ination is lulled into the reflective dreamy 
excited by the nnghty recollection of the city, 
her names of heroic sound, her temples, palaces, 
in which the very 8|nrit of fame seems enshrined 
and even hallowed by their existing solitude. 
Never did time effect so speedy a declension^ 
without calling in the rude hand of destrucUon 
to its aid. It took the life, but, like a generous 
conqueror, left the body whole. All around 
this palace, these halls breathe antiquity, yet^ 
f8 
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freshly. It was but thirty years ^ce, not yet 
the ye$tevday of memory^ when a Doge rule^ 
over the realm ; when the noble senate, that in 
our poetic annals rivajb Rome's own, was con- 
vened in solemn council, when yon arsenal was 
still alive \^ith force and activity. 'Tis within 
the memory of all around : the aged gondolier 
that accompaoieB me, vaunting with his duldfied 
consonants the ^ories of his native city, wit- 
nessed them in their pride ; and the noble that 
shrinks in the depth of his curtwied gondola 
hack from the gaze of the stranger, was bom in 
the enjoyment of a patncian^s power and privi- 
lege. The revolution came like a fkxxl, swept 
away the pride of Venice, but left all the monu- 
ments of that^ pride standing. 

How Redolent is the scene of old chivalrjc 
times — ^the Arabesque church, and palace, the 
piazettay whence so many expeditions have set 
sail to conquer Greece, to take Byzantium, to 
combat their rivals of the Tuscan sea. The 
winged lion stands upon its own old column. 
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the gondolas — the tongue, the green lagdnes, 
Palladio's churches — all these constitute Venice, 
unchanged from what she was, in feature at 
least, although the ** mighty heart" be dead. 

There can be no spot on earth that cah 
embody or represent the past, in comparison 
with this. Modern Rome, with her churches, 
steeples, priests, and vulgar streets, shuts out 
the ancient city from our eyes. Even Pompeii 
from which o*ie hopes so much, recalls a state of 
existence which does not strike us, as doth that 
which is here recalled. That age is too re- 
mote ; those toga^d beings who lived in their beau- 
tifully adorned cells, seem almost another race 
of mankind from us, so far are they removed, not 
only by the interval of centuries, but by habits, 
thoughts, hopes, interests, — all that can excite 
sympathy or link man to man. They too were 
a nameless unrenowned people, attracting even 
our reverence, but as having enjoyed the lux- 
uries, and having known the arts which distin- 
guished the then lazy masters of the world. Pom- 
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pciiia fiwHghft with vi^gue. As«ociatiQDs of clas^ 
aotiquiigr* but Veoice is the living qpirit of the 
might and qpkndour of the middle ages, In 
her atjpeeto no modan custom supersedes those 
of centuries past— no palace rises in the whim- 
sical taste of the day, no gaudy vehicle rivals its 
neighbour in splendour and trappings and 
noise. Time has rolled o^er Venice in a voice- 
less coursoi and generations have there been con- 
tented to succeed not only to thdr predecessors' 
fortunes, but their customs. With us the flies 
of the day seems the very antipodes of those 
of jesterday^ apd ten years in the ways of life 
form a century. But heie in Venice, there has 
been raised no moral limit between age .and age, 
and you look back amosyg the scenes of her 
annals, as up one of those long and noUe aveioues 
of the old school of picti|resque, where, miles 
stretch before us in uninterrupted lengthy i^- , 
varied save where some majestic trunk pro- 
trudes itself, like a glorioles feat in the cityV 
story. 
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But enough of retrospect Let us stftrt hotii 
this dream, and avrake to St. Markka, sucli as It 
is ; for here are the Zhigari congregated in 
admiration at first, a feeling that soon turns to 
discontent. Why, it would be impossiMe to 
tell exactly, but for some reason or oth^*, they 
seldom can remain for the space of a week hi the 
ocean-girt city, their eagerness to arrive there 
being only equalled by their eagerness to escape 
thence. This may arise Srom the confeied feel- 
ing of being prisoned up in lanes, alfc^wed but 
this one breathing place of SI. Mark's Place, 
which one can qiiit but for the grim cabin of 
a dark gondola/ . The feeling of imprisonment 
is at thties, indeed, maddening ; you are will- 
ing to bestow any sum for one hour's liberty 
on terra firma. 

'A nlan must be a Venetian to live at Venice. 
No Englishman can submit to drink coffee forty 
times a day, rise at twelve, take a lounge on the - 
soft cushion of a gondola for exercise, and go 
into society to kill the night. For time is not 
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the Pfiemj a Yfostiali f<iio» 90 mnch as the 
h9iira of dflrksMs. If thare were even fariffiamit 
sbopi ttiujiei: iIh;^ |nafi»i8y Um loui^jcr would W 
gayer, but alas ! liere is nought to tempt ^tber 
eye or pocket Even the cafes are filthy, and 
the fellows within mere rabble ; should an Eng- 
lishman seat himself with such ? They are {he 
Pisani, the Comari perhaps. 

A Venetian lady, moreover, is never seen in 
her streets; seldom at her window. How 
should the Zingari then bdiold one ? Even if 
noble, they have not the patience to endure the 
noviciate requisite for a stranger to go through 
ere he is admitted perfectly. The Piazza is 
his only resource, and that is but a melanchdy 
one, to be compelled to resort to nine or ten 
times in the day. At midnight, when the moon 
is on high, and the population gathered there, 
the scene is certainly delicious ; but midnight 
is not the time that Englishmen seek to kill 
out of their beds. They visit St. Mark*s 
in sunny hours, find it deserted, sultry, unat- 
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tractire, and ^banrm*^ of either liixtufy or 
amuBoneirt To the Zingari, the Piaxza S4. 
Marco formr ia Ittly the head quarters at 
ennui. 
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